



Hanas agrees to omditioiial Fateh talks 

. AMMAN (AFP) -—The Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas, which 
?f^ C l tbc PaIes ? ne Ulceration Orgamsation (PLO) peace dead with 
•Israel, has agreed to bold talks in Yemen with Fateh, the organisa- 
2*L S raau ^ 1 taction, the Hamas representative here said Saturday. 
Mohammad Nazal told AFP his movement had sent a written 
JMoage to Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh oh Saturday teOing 
hnB «ncet ra Yemen with Fateh’s Central Committee, 

provided PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and Mahmoud Abbas, a 
of PLO s Executive Committee, did not attend. He said 
*»haa set that condition because Mr. Arafat had recognised Israel’s 
nghi to exist and Mr. Abbas had subsequently signed on Sept. 13 an 
a utonom y accord with toad, Yemen offered to sponsor an inter- 
rde^^rnttimeiii Sanaa after the peace agreeement was inked in 
wwh^eton. Mr Nanai sad a date for the reconciliation talks had not 
ocen set. He said intensive contacts were underway between Hamas 
and other Palestinian forces ahead of a meeting in Damascus Sept. 30 
of 10 factions opposed to the PLO-toadi agreement (see page 10). 
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U.N. response to Libyan questions 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — U.N. Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali has sent a response to Libya’s question! about how the 
Lockerbie airline bombing case w01 be handled. A U.N. statement 
issued following a meeting between Dr. Ghali and Libyan Ambassa- 
dor Ali Ahmad Houderi said the answers were drafted in consultation 
with the United States, Britain and France but gave no other details. 
On Sept. 14, Libyan envoy Abdul Ad A1 Obeidi sent the secretary 
general a lengthy document laying out Libya's position on the case. 
Mr. Obeidi said that the two Libyans accused in Che 1988 bombing 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, would agree to stand trial in a British court 
if they could obtain certain guarantees on tbe treatment and sentences 
they will receive. Diplomats have said that if Tripoli does not hand 
over the suspects, Britain, the United States and France will propose 
tightening sanctions against Libya on Oct. 1. A draft resolution on 
new sanctions which has been circulating at U.N. headquarters, 
includes a freeze on Libyan assets and an embargo on oil-producing 
equipment. An air and arms embargo was imposed on Tripoli in 1992. 
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Yeltsin says rebels 
near surrender, but 
diehards press push! 


~ t^ibrnnhined agency dispatches 

_'7 ^MOSCOW — President Boris 
. ' 7 X:. Yeltsin confidently stated 
. - -c •, Saturday that his rivals holed 
' up in the defunct parliament 
were near surrender as they 
: (X also conceded their resistance 

■‘a? to the Kremlin may be moved 
"■ r hs-out of Moscow. 

•’ yi: But rebel military comman- 

• ~-Tt: ders in the parliament con- 
: vj. • tinned preparing armed para- 

military brigades and Alexan- 
' der Rutskoi, the rival “head of 
state" appointed by parlia- 
-.-7 r^'.ment, appealed directly to 
-•* • , c. troops for backing and vowed 
r .'to stay put. 

Mr. Yeltsin, interviewed by 
--^..'Russian Television in his 
, compared the resistance 
rt centred in the paziia- 
ent to a 100 -metre race and 
''asserted supporters of Mr. 
RntskoTs nominal administra- 
tion were “out of breath.” 

. He said lawmakers opposed 
BIOS to his shock decision Tuesday 
breed ? t0 dissolve the Soviet-era 
legislature were gradually leav- 
_ - ing the premises of the parlia- 
■; . . i .'„ meat, which remained virtually 
•J". z. surrounded Saturday by In- 
... “ 'tenor Ministry troops. 

"7 V “Soon there- will be no more 
7l.. r ~than two left,” Mr. Yeltsin 
“ i: \“ stated, referring to Mr. Ruts- 
, koi and Ruslan Khasbulatov, 

' ' 'j the speaker of the legislatnre. 

: f~ “And what will die pair do, 
"^~~all abaci a that building? They _ 
- -“have nothing; while we have 
7 already received the support of 

- -- 70 countries.” 

■ ' • Among die hundreds of de- 
^ pudes and support staff inside 
. die parliament, the mood 
3CK$tf Saturday was more one of fati- 
'3WS resignation than com- 

bativeness, but by evening 
« several thousand sympathisers 
t had again gathered beside the 

- ' 7' building. 


Speaking at a news confer- 
ence in the parliament, Mr. 
Khasbulatov, however, served 
notice that be did not consider 
the fight against Mr. Yeltsin 
finished but admitted that 
Kremlin opponents may need 
time to regroup. 

“If the White House (parlia- 
ment) remains closed off by 
force we will transfer the leg- 
islative power to one of the 
regions of Russia," Mr. Khas- 
bulatov stated. 

The parliament restored par- 
tial electricity supplies with a 
reserve generator after city au- 
thorities cut off the building 
and plunged it into total dark- 
ness for two hours. 

The return of electricity was 
greeted with cheers by de- 
puties, personnel and journal- 
ists. Parliament officials said 
an independent generator in- 
side the building was used, but 
it was not dear for how long 
supplies could last. 

The waiting game con- 
tinued, and Mr. Yeltsin, who 
has been backed by the army, 
police and public opinion, kept 
up tiie pressure. 

Hundreds of his riot police 
ringed the parliament budding, 
where at least 100 lawmakers 
have been dose ted since Mr. 
Yeltsin dissolved parliament 
Tuesday and called new elec- 
tions for December. 

On Saturday, Mr. Yeltsin 
issued a decree promising that 
lawmakers and demonstrators 
who gave , op peacefully would 
not be prosecuted. He said any 
government offidals or milit- 
ary officers who disobeyed him 
would be fired. 

Inside, lawmakers used 
dgarette lighters to find then- 
way down hallways early 
Saturday and ate at the parlia- 
ment cafeteria by candelighL 


They slept in their offices, and 
some had not spoken with their 
families in days. 

One lawmaker. Anatoly 
Anikiyev, said after complet- 
ing morning exercises in his 
office that he was resigned to 
an eventual surrender but was 
staying in tbe building out of 
solidarity. 

“My conscience is dear,” he 
said. 

Mr. Anikiyev said he prob- 
ably has no political future, but 
he believes Mr. Yeltsin will not 
last long either. “Once his 
cohorts have got what they 
want, he’ll be cast off," he 
said. 

Outside, anti- Yeltsin protes- 
ters — a mix of communists, 
extreme Russian nationalists, 
monarchists and anit-semites 
— kept up their vigil around 
the white House. 

An overnight crowd of about 
500 grew to more than 2,000 as 
the day turned warm and sun- 
ny. The diehards spend nights 
around bonfires in the White 
House parking lots and have 
brought cabinets full of pots 
and pans for cooking. 

“Yon foreign turds, get off 
our land” an angry woman in a 
heavy wool coat bellowed at 
photographers. “Go buy land 
in Israel.” 

The Interior Ministry and 
the mayor's office warned the 
curious to stay away tom tbe 
White House, saying hardlin- 
ers were . planning .“another 
provocation.” On Thursday, 
gunmen attacked a military in- 
stallation, killing a police offic- 
er and a nearby resident. 

Mr. Yeltsin responded Fri- 
day by ordering searrity forces 
to disarm protesters and autho- 
rised them to shoot to kill if 

(Continued on page 3) 
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U.S. warns not to expect 
Syria- Israel breakthrough! 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States warned 
. Friday against expecting a 
!1* quick breakthrough between 
•j, " Israel and Syria on the heels of 

• 7 -Lie agreement between the 
; 7 'Jewish state and the Palestine 

Liberation Organisation 
-1 (PLO). 

-rl “I would caution against 
■* saying that there is a break- 
- r ' ; through imminent*’ in the 
. ? Syrian- Israeli track of the 

• peace talks. State Department 
spokesman Michael McCurry 
said at a briefing. 

"It’s a false expectation to 
7 think there will be agreement 
' - ‘ - on top of agreement in this 
V' process,” Mr. McCurry said, 
J " referring to the Sept. 13 agree- 

• l • mem between Israel and the 

- ■ 7 PLO and the Sept. 14 agenda 

' • signed by representatives of 
1; Israel ana Jordan. 

' . ’ - “to the case of the Syrian- 

— Israel track, there’s just a great 
. ./ fcteal of work that lies ahead,” 

%ii. McCurry said. 

.-v Expectations of a deal be- 
tween Israel and Syria were 
bolstered on Thursday when 
■ * •*" Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said he had good 
' news to share with Secretary of 
state Warren Christopher on 
this matter. 

' * Mr. Musa declined to elabo- 
: * rate and Mr. McCurry gave no 
further details, but noted that 
for the first time m years, a 
firaJ Syrian foreign minister, 
S ' .’fi Farouk A1 Sharaa, was to meet 
iljCI 1 ^ with Mr. Christopher in 
j, Washington on Oct. 5.' 

• ’ . Egyptian President Hosni 
-.‘•7 Mubarak, in an interview pub- 

■--7: Usbed Wednesday, said Israel 
w .*\\ could stage a four-month with- 

• 1 ' drawal from the Golan Heights 

under a deal being diseased 
with Syria. Mr. Mubarak met 
: - ' Urith-Syrian President Hafez A1 
^Assad on Wednesday. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Friday Israel 


and Syria were discussing a 
draft framework for a peace 
treaty but still have deep dif- 
ferences over the essence of 
peace and tbe scope of Israeli 
withdrawal from tbe Golan 
Heights. 

A senior Egyptian official, 
meanwhile, said that Mr. 
Rabin had rejected a proposed 
peace agreement with Syria, 
rating doubts about Damascus’ 
intentions, the Israeli daily 
Maariv reported. 

In several newspaper inter- 
views published on Friday, Mr. 
Rabin blasted Syria for sup- 
porting Palestinian groups and 
blocking a possible peace deal 
between Lebanon and Israel. 

“We still don’t have an 
answer whether Syria wants 
peace,” he told Maariv. “Syria 
is blocking progress.” 

He said Syria was encourag- 
ing 10 Palestinian groups 
opposed to tbe Sept. 13 agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Rabin criticised Syria 
for preventing a deployment of 
Lebanese army north of 
Israel’s "security zone” in 
southern Lebanon. Israel has 
said that during a test period of 
six months, tbe Lebanese army 
could disann anti-Israeli guer- 
rillas active in the area, and 
that full peace with Lebanon 
could be reached in another 
three months. 

Taming to bilateral issues, 
he told Maariv that “there is a 
draft of an agreement on prin- 
ciples, but it still has not 
moved beyond the problematic' 
article regarding the depth of 
withdrawal and the essence of 
peace.” 

“Syria has not given a dear 
answer about the essence of 
peace that it wants,” Mr. 
Rabin said in a separate inter- 
view with- tbe daily Yediot 
Ahronot. 

“I know one thing: That the 
price , for peace in the Syrian 
eyes is bared on the precedent 


of peace with Egypt,* 1 he said. 
“And this is a difficult deci- 
sion.” 

Israel signed a peace treaty 
with Egypt in 1979, but in 
exchange, it returned the Sinai 
peninsula seized in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

The Israeli public opinion 
seems largely opposed to a 
similar deal on the Golan. 

“I am told that recently 
there has been a change on 
their (Syrian) side regarding 
the essence of peace,” Mr. 
Rabin said in the Maariv inter- 
view. “The Americans and 
also the Egyptians are telling 
me this.” 

Mr. Rabin did not elaborate, 
but recent newspaper reports 
have suggested a phased Israeli 
withdrawal that could take 
several years and be preceded 
by an Israeli recognition of 
Syrian sovereignty over the 
Golan Heights. 

Maariv quoted a senior 
Egyptian official as saying that 
President Mubarak proposed a 
similar agreement during a 
summit with Mr. Rabin in Ale- 
xandria Sunday. 

Mr. Mubarak told Mr. 
Rabin that Syria would be 
ready for a full-fledged peace 
and normalisation of relations 
with Israel in exchange for 
recognition of its sovereignty 
over the Golan and a partial 
Israeli withdrawal within 
several months, the official was 
quoted as saying. 

But Mr. Rabin “was not 
excited" about the proposal, 
which Mr. Mubarak felt Israel 
“could not resist,” the official 
said. 

“Egypt proposed to mediate 
in creating an equation accept- 
able for Israel, dealing with the 
depth of peace in exchange for 
security arrangements and Sy- 
rian agreement to tbe deploy- 
ment of an international force 

(Continued on page 3) 



KING MEETS RUSSIAN ENVOY: His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the Royal Court Satur- 
day Pwiaii Deputy Foreign Minister Anatoly 
Adanushin and reviewed with hhn the latest 
developments in the Middle East and Issues of 


common concern to Jordan and Russia. The 
meeting was attended by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam A1 Msg ali and a delegation accompanying 
Mr. Adamfadtin (see related story an page 3) 


King: Decision on election 
in the next few days 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein said Saturday 
that he would take a decision 
in the next few days on the 
question of holding the general 
elections on schedule. 

“Even though we are a few 
days away from taking a deci- 
sion in this respect, I cannot 
tell if there will be any change 
in our plans to bold the elec- 
tions in November*” -King . 
Hussein said in an interview- 
with the London-based ~Al 
Hayat newspaper. 

“We have to be ready soon 
for the moment when we 
.should accept resignations of 
nominees who should prepare 
for the elections,” he said. 

But so far, the King said, the 
possibility of delaying the elec- 
tions was contemplated and 
advocated by many in Jordan. 

“In this short time there is a 
need for defining the path Jor- 
dan should follow with regard 
to tbe future and national unity 
and ensure that the coming 
election campaign would not 
be a battle between propo- 
nents and opponents which 
would not be in the interest of 
democracy," the King said. 

“It will be a chance for 
anyone to enter the arena and 
harm the picture of (democra- 
cy and national ’unity) of this 
united family,” be said. 

In answer to a question ab- 
out how he viewed the 
Palestinian-Israeli accord and 
whether it would lead to a just 
and comprehensive peace, the 


King said that the Palestinian 
leadership’s decision was 
“courageous ... in shouldering 
its responsibilities and starting 
work towards achieving a just 
and acceptable solution.” 

“I believe that the beginning 
was good, and I wish these 
efforts meet with success,” the 
King added. 

On Syrian reservations ab- 
out the Palestinian-Israeli 
accord; tbe - King said dial- the - 
Jordanian, Syrian and 
Lebanese stands were suppor- 
tive of the independent Palesti- 
nian deration and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

On Israel’s shift on its so- 
called “Jordanian option,” the 
King said: “It is perhaps 
appropriate to describe the 
Israeli government’s decision 
(to enter the accord with the 
PLO) as realistic and farsight- 
ed ... I believe that the Israelis 
have finally found that the 
problem should be tackled on 
the Palestinian-Israeli level re- 
garding the Palestinians’ rights 
on their national soil and this 
will open the door for possibili- 
ties for progress along other 
tracks towards a permanent 
and just peace in tbe region.” 

On the prospects of confed- 
eration, either a Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation or 
Palestinian-Israeli confedera- 
tion or a tripartite confedera- 
tion, the King said: “What is 


important is to concentrate on 
national unity but this does not 
mean that we should infringe 
upon the rights of tbe Arab 
individuals of Palestinian ori- 
gin with regard to compensa- 
tion or repatriation. Any dis- 
cussion on tbe nature of rela- 
tionship, regardless of its 
name, can only come about 
when the arcuinstances are 
ripe. These circumstances can 
only be avflS&ble when people 
can exercise their rights free- 
ly.” 

On Jordan’s drive to im- 
prove relations with the Gulf 
states, especially with Saudi 
Arabia, the King expressed 
hope that the relations will 
return to normal and said: 

“I have shouldered a great 
responsibility during my poli- 
tical life in this country and I 
always believed that any differ- 
ence that occurred was a result 
of differences in approach. I 
have noticed or heard that 
some believe that I have 
caused personal harm to him. 
If so. I personally apologise 
because I never meant to harm 
any one in my life. I have 
always wanted to serve all. 
Now that yon mention Saudi 
Arabia, I would like to seize 
the opportunity to reiterate 
that if my brother, the custo- 
dian of tbe Holy Places, (King 
Fahd) had understood that that 
I had banned him personally, 
then I say that it was not 
intentional.” 


Somalis down U.S. helicopter; 
3 American soldiers killed 


Combined agency despatches 

MOGADISHU — Somalis pa- 
raded the charred remains of 
three U.S. soldiers killed when 
militiamen downed a helicop- 
ter Saturday, sparking ground 
fighting that wounded three 
other Americans and three 
Pakistanis. 

Five Somalis were killed and 
56 wounded, 15 of them 
seriously, hospital officials 
said. The Somali National 
Alliance (SNA) faction of fugi- 
tive warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed said 69 Somalis were 
killed and 196 wounded. But 
the claim could not immediate- 
ly be confirmed. 

to their first successful strike 
-against U.S. attack helicopters 
that patrol the skies over 
Mogadishu 24 hours a day, 
suspected Aideed fighters shot 
down the Uh-60 Blackhawk 
gunship with a rocket- 
propelled grenade that ex- 
ploded on impact, U.N. 
spokesman David Stockwell 
said. 

Major Stockwell said the 
helicopter, flown by soldiers of 
the U.S. Quick Reaction 
Force, burst into flames when 
it crashed near Mogadishu’s 
new port after being hit around 
two a.m. Saturday (2300 


GMT) Friday). 

He said the helicopter was 
“on a routine reconnaissance 
mission.” But military sources 
said it was searching for Gen. 
Aideed’s mortars after six 
shells slammed into the air- 
port, causing no casualties. 

The pilot and co-pilot sur- 
vived with slight injuries, but 
the other three soldiers in the 
crew were killed. 

Military sources said their 
bodies were “burned beyond 
recognition." The two survi- 
vors managed to walk to the 
new port, guarded by soldiers 
of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Another three Americans 
and the three Pakistanis were 
wounded in sniper fire as they 
retrieved the bodies from the 
wreckage, Maj. Stockwell said. 

A jubilant crowd of Somalis 
later surrounded the wreckage 
and displayed what looked like 
strips of charred flesh on 
sticks. One man held up a U.S. 
soldier's dog-tags. 

Men brought sacks contain- 
ing what they said were the 
soldiers’ remains to south 
Mogadishu's Sahafi Hotel 
where most journalists stay. 

Maj. Stockwell said some 
body parts may.have been left 
behind when the bodies were 


retrieved as they had been 
badly mutilated by the Gre- 
nade blast. 

“If Somalis were in fact dis- 
playing parts of the American 
bodies in triumph, then I 
would call those actions 
hideous and barbaric," Maj. 
Stockwell said. 

He said all five wounded 
Americans, whose injuries 
were not life-threatening, had 
been flown out of Somalia. 

The deaths of the three 
Americans brought to seven 
the number of U.S. servicemen 
slain here since the United 
Nations took command of the 
Somalia operation from the 
United States on May 4. Fifty- 
six U.N. soldiers have been 
killed in all. And another 
seven have died accidently. 

Maj. Stockwell called the 
grenade that downed the 
Blackhawk “an unlucky hit.” 

Sinced May, more than 50 
U.N. peacekeepers have been 
killed in Somalia in attacks the 
United Nations blames on 
genera] Aideed. 

The helicopter attack was 
likely to lead to more criticism 
in the U.S. Congress about the 
American role in what has 
turned from a humanitarian 

(Cantmued on page 3) 


King congratulates de Klerk, 
Mandela, voices hope for 
consolidation of relations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Saturday wel- 
comed the formation of a mul- 
tiracial council in South Africa 
ahead of the country’s first 
elections including blacks and 
expressed hope that Jordanian- 
South African relations would 
be consolidated soon. 

In a message he sent to 
South African President F.W. 
de Klerk, the King congratu- 
lated the president on the set- 
ting up of the council and also 
voiced hope that the Muslim 
community in South Africa 
would contribute to play a ma- 
jor role in reshaping the coun- 
try. 

In a separate message to 
African National Congress 
(ANC) President Nelson Man- 
dela, the King said: 

‘Today we would like to 
express the hope that all 
citizens of South Africa will, 
regardless of race or ethnic 
origins, participate in shaping 
their future and will reap the 
benefits of democracy and re- 
spect for human rights.” 

Following are highlights 
from tbe lung’s message to 
President De Klerk: 

“It is with great pleasure 
that I extend the congratula- 
tions of the Jordanian govern- 
ment and people on the histor- 
ic decision of creating the mul- 
tiracial transitional council in 
South Africa ahead of South 
Africa’s first non-radal elec- 
tions to be held in April 1994. 

“In view of constitutional 
changes in South Africa and 
with a background of H.E. 
Roelof Botha's visit to Jordan 
in April of this year, Jordan 
welcomes the consolidation of 
our bilateral relations in the 
near future. 

“Jordan has always viewed 
cooperation with South Africa 
within the context of interna- 


tional as well as pan-Arab and 
pan-African stands which con- 
firm the need to establish plur- 
alism. We are deeply conscious 
furthermore of the active con- 
tribution of the South African 
Islamic community and we 
would like to express the hope 
that the community will con- 
tinue to play a major role in 
the establishment of a multi- 
cultural society in South Afri- 
ca. 

"We arc aware that if it were 
not for your actions and good- 
will ana that of the leaders of 
courage and vision this historic 
event would not have been 
realisable. Regional stability 
and peace can only be en- 
hanced by these momentous 
actions.” 

Clinton’s call 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton called for an end 
to the remaining economic 
sanctions against South Africa. 
Friday and asked Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown, the top 
black in his cabinet, to lead a 
trade mission there. 

Responding to request from 
Mr. Mandela (see pap 8), Mr. 
Clinton called on state and 
local government to stop 
boycotting South Africa. 

He also said Washington 
would do its part to bolster the 
country economically by “tak- 
ing steps necessary to permit 
lending to South Africa from 
the International Monetary 
Fund.” 

to an interview on the Cable 
News Network (CNN) later. 
South President De Klerk 
pledged he would cooperate 
with Mr. Mandela if be is 
elected president in South 
Africa’s first multi-racial elec- 
tions next April 27. 


Israel marks holy 
day in isolation 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israelis on Saturday marked 
the holiest day on the Jewish 
calendar, Yora Kippur, by vir- 
tually switching off the entire 
country and sealing the bor- 
ders with tbe occupied territor- 
ies. 

On the day of atonement, 
when Jews are instructed by 
their holy book, the Torah, to 
ask God for forgiveness for all 
the sins committed in the past 
12 months, the state of Israel 
traditionally grinds to a halt. 

Air links with the rest of the 
world were cut off as Tel Aviv’s 
Ben Gurion international air- 
port closed for the day. Televi- 
sion and radio broadcasts stop- 
ped. 

Shops and restaurants, even 
those normally open on the 
Sabbath, kept their shutters 
firmly lowered. The streets 
were practically deserted, only 
synagogues remained alive, 
bustling with the faithful. 

But the discovery of the 
body of a 21 -year-old Israeli 
man, apparently killed by 
hardliners opposed to Israel’s 
self-rule deal with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), provided a grim remin- 
der of the legacy of occupa- 
tion. 

“On the eve of Yom Kip- 
pur... twenty years after that 
hard war, after other wars... 
we are trying to walk a new 
path,” Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin told Israel in a pre- 
recorded radio address. 

His comments followed the 
final news broadcasts at 2 p.m. 
(1200 GMT), which contained 
initial reports of the killing — 
the first of an Israelis since 
Israel and file PLO signed their- 
historic peace accord in 
Washington on Sept. 13. 

“Near the end of this (Jew- 
ish calendar) year... Israel 
signed an Israeli-Palestinian 
declaration of principles and 
an agenda for negotiations 
with Jordan. In the coming 
year, may it be good for us, it Is 
possible that there will be 
peace,” he said. 

Despite the breakthrough 
with the PLO, Palestinians in 
the occupied Gaza Strip and 


West Bank were not being 
allowed to cross into Israel on 
Saturday. 

Roadblocks went up Friday 
and were to remain in place 
until Sunday. 

After Mr. Rabin’s address, 
state radio stations went off the 
air. Israel Television had 
signed off earlier. All trans- 
portation, including planes at 
Ben -Gurion international air- 
port, stopped. 

The streets were empty of all 
vehicles by the time sirens 
wailed at sunset to* mark tbe 
holiest day for the Jews. 

Just hours before the fast 
began, police said an Israeli 
man baa been found stabbed 
to death in central Israel. They 
said Arabs opposed to the 
Israel-PLO peace accord had 
killed him. 

“At 1 p.m. (1100 GMT) 
police found a body of a 21- 
year-old man in a field... next 
to (the town of) Ranana (near 
Tel Aviv)... the autopsy just 
done found that he was mur- 
dered two days ago,” a police 
spokeswoman said. 

“Also found on the body 
was a note from (the Islamic 
Resistance Movement) 
Hamas, so security forces be- 
lieve the background is 
nationalist," she said. 

Hamas on Saturday claimed 
responsibility for the killing 
and called for increased resist- 
ance to Israeli occupation. 

Hamas said in a statement 
faxed to the Associated Press 
in Amman that a member of 
the Hamas* Lraeddin Al Qas- 
sam unit “stabbed the reserve" 
in Israeli. 

In Gaza Gty, masked Arabs 
shot to death a fellow Palesti- 
nian whom they accused of 
collaborating with Israel. 

This year’s Yom Kippur was 
also the 20th anniversary of the 
1973 Middle East war. That 
war was a deep trauma for 
Israel, which lost nearly 3,000 
soldiers. 

Most newspapers printed 
special supplements in which 
soldiers and officers recalled 
the events of the war and 
relatives mourned those who 
died on the battlefield. 
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Palestinians seek 
prisoner release 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Now that Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) have made 
peace, Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories are seeking for 
the release of their 13,000 “pris- 
oners of war” who are lan- 
guishing in Israeli detention 
centres. 

“The liberation of the de- 
tainees is an essential part of 
the accord between Israel and 
the PLO. It is obvious that 
they must be freed;” Maradob 
AI Aker, a member of the 
Palestinian delegation to the 
Middle East peace talks, told 
AFP at the weekend. 

Many of the prisoners are 
being held for offences com- 
mitted during the uprising 
against Israeli forces in the 
occupied territories: Stone- 
throwing. or aiming molotov 
cocktails at Israeli soldiers. 

A press report in Jerusalem 
this week said the Israeli au- 
thorities were shortly to begin 
freeing 11,000 of the prisoners 
in a move precipitated by the 
historic peace deal signed in 
Washington on 13. 

The rest, labelled “terror- 
ists" and others considered 
dangerous, would be moved to 
a prison inside Israel, the re- 
port said. 

The deal signed by the PLO 
and Israel grants autonomy to 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho, and tbe 
report said 2,000 "maximum 
security” Palestinian prisoners 
would be transferred from pris- 
ons in the Strip and the West 
Bank into Israel itself. 

The Gaza prisoners will be 
moved in April after Israeli 
troops in the region have been 


redeployed in accordance with 
the peace pact, the report said. 
Detainees from the five West Bank 
prisons will be moved within 
the coming months, it said. 

The Israeli Defence Ministry 
refused either to confirm or to 
deny the reports, saying only 
that “all matters including that 
of the Palestinian prisoners will 
be the subject of negotiations 
with the PLO.” 

Hanan Ashrawi, spokes- 
woman for tbe Palestinian de- 
legation to the peace talks with 
Israel, hinted earlier this week 
that Israel was delaying the 
prisoners' release to wait for 
the Israeli public to become 
acclimatised to the. dramatic 
events of the past weeks. 

“Israel has agreed in princi- 
ple to free the prisoners, but it 
can’t happen immediately. It is 
linked to the political situation 
in Israel," she said. 

The Hadashot newspaper 
meanwhile reported that 4,000 
Palestinian supporters of Yas- 
ser Arafat’s Fateh faction of 
the PLO would be released as 
Israeli forces began their re- 
treat from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho, forecast to start on 
Dec. 13. 

No details have emerged so 
far on whether the release will 
favour prisoners known to be- 
long to Fateh. 

Tbe two other main factions 
in the PLO, the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
and tbe Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, 
have vowed to carry on fight- 
ing Israel, as has the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(HAMAS), which rivals Fateh 
for popularity in the Gaza 
Strip. 


Kurds in border town 
decry Turkish tactics 


DOGUBEYAZIT, Turkey 
(R) — A chilly breeze blows 
through the bullet-shattered 
windows of the mayor’s office 
in this Kurdish-populated town 
in eastern Turkey. 

Upstairs, on the third floor 
of the new municipality build- 
ing, local officials showed re- 
porters a wrecked conference 
roam and the hole tom in one wall 
by what they say was a shell 
fired from a Turkish tank 
parked 20 metres away. 

“Turkish officials will say it 
was the PKK (Kurdish Labour 
Party), but the security forces 
did the damage," said a muni- 
cipal official.- displaying shrap- 
nel fragments,, and Turkish- 
made heavy *machinegun bul- 
lets found mjfhe building. 

The elected mayor, Mustafa 
Ozbay,.said there had been a 
20-minute shootout between 
PKK guerrillas and security 
forces in the town starting at 11 
p.m. on Aug. 30. 

Turkish forces had con- 
tinued firing heavy weapons 
for the rest of the night, even 
though the PKK had with- 
drawn, he said. 

Two people were wounded. 
A primary school, several 
shops and a hotel under con- 
struction in the same street as 
the municipality were hit. The 
district governor’s office and 
gendarme barracks nearby suf- 
fered no visible damage. 

The government-appointed ' 
district governor declined to 
meet reporters at his office, 
where unsmiling police com- 
mandos and plainclothes secur- 
ity men milled around the 
courtyard. 

The violence in Dogubeyazit 
recalled the battering meted 
out by Turkish troops last year 
to Simak. Kulp and Cukiirca 
— southeastern towns where 
Kurdish nationalism is strong. 

A similar sequence of a brief 
PKK raid followed by sus- 
tained gunfire from the secur- 
ity forces occurred in 
Dogubeyazit on July 27. local 


officials said. 

On Sept. 13, security forces 
intervened to disperse a crowd 
which had surrounded two 
brawling townsmen. An 
armoured vehicle crushed two 
men, killing one and paralysing 
another from the waist down. 
Two other people were hurt. 

Local officials said security 
forces unceremoniously buried 
the dead man during the night 
with a single relative present. 

They said about 300 people 
in Dogubeyazit and nearby vil- 
lages were in police custody, 
about half of them on formal 
charges. Among them is the 
local branch c h ai rm a n of the 
Kurdish-based Democracy 
Party, detained on Aug. 14. 

Dogubeyazit is a nondescript 
tnickstop on the way to the 
Iranian border about 30 
kilometres away. Tanks and 
trades are lined up at a big 
military compound on its out- 
skirts. 

Troops, planes and helicop- 
ters have been in action for 
weeks against PKK rebels con- 
cealed in the fractured, volca- 
nic slopes of Mount Tendurek 
to the south and on snow- 
capped Mount Agri (Ararat), 
towering over tbe countryside 
to the north. 

The Turkish military says 
the guerrillas have lost hun- 
dreds (tilled. They explain the 
relatively small number of 
bodies found tty saying the 
PKK take their dead with 
them, throw them off cliffs or 
chop them up and bury them in 
plastic bags. 

Local officials in 
Dogubeyazit said security 
forces had forcibly evacuated 
10 to 15 villages on mount agri 
this month. 

No confirmation was im- 
mediately available. 

Human rights groups in Tur- 
key and abroad say several 
hundred Kurdish villages have 
been emptied, some of them 
burned, in tbe past four years. 


U.N. prepares to switch on cameras at Iraqi sites 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD — U.N. experts 
visited two Iraqi missile-testing 
sites near Baghdad Saturday to 
make final preparations for the 
activation of surveillance 
cameras, a U.N. official here 
said. 

The U.N. team headed by 
Guy Martelle, an American, 
would supervise the switching 
on of the six cameras installed 
at the ballistic missile-testing 
ranges in July, said tbe official, 
who requested anonymity. 

The official said the did not 
know when exactly the camer- 
as would be switched on. 
“Only Mr. Martelle can say 
when the operation will be- 
gin,” he said. 

Iraq, after refusing for 
months, agreed Thursday to 
allow the surveillance cameras 
to be used at the Yawm Al 
Azim and Al Rafah missile- 
testing sites some 60 
kilometres south of Baghdad. 

Baghdad agreed that the 
cameras could be installed, but 
not activated, in July, defusing 
a growing crisis amid the threat 
of U.S. air strikes if it did not 
comply. 

Iraqi newspapers published 
a letter Saturday from Iraqi 


Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Said Al Sahaf to Rolf Ekeus, 
head of a U.N. panel supervis- 
ing Iraqi disarmament, 
agreeing to the use of the 
cameras. 

In the letter, Mr. Sahaf said 
Iraq was keen to resolve re- 
maining differences between 
Iraq and the United Nations. 

“We are keen to rapidly 
restart negotiations in Baghdad 
with the U.N. Special Commit- 
tee... to resolve matters that 
are unresolved.” he said. 

Mr. Ekeus is due m Baghdad 
on Oct. 1 to discuss several 
aspects of Iraqi disarmament. 

Mr. Sahaf added that the use 
of surveillance systems should 
be accompanied by a lifting of 
the U.N. embargo on Iraq. 

The cameras are designed to 
ensure that Iraq complies with 
U.N. sanctions prohibiting it 
from testing missiles with a 
range greater than 150 
kilometres. 

Iraq remains subject to strict 
sanctions as a result of its 
failure to comply folly with 
U.N. resolutions on disarma- 
ment passed following its Au- 
gust 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraq and U.N. arms officials 
in early September held more 
than a week of intensive talks 


aimed at reviewing Security 
Council demands on scrapping 
Baghdad’s nuclear, chemical, 
biological and ballistic 
weapons. 

A stringent trade embargo, 
which has left Iraq strapped for 
cash and short of badly needed 
supplies, was imposed in Au- 
gust 1990 shortly after Bagh- 
dad's troops invaded KuwaiL 

Under a 1991 Gulf war cease- 
fire resolution, the embargo on 
Iraqi exports, such as oil, can 
be lifted when tbe commission 
certifies Iraq has complied with 
all its demands. 

For Iraq to import goods 
other than humanitarian sup- 
plies, the council stipulated a 
host of demands including 
accepting its border with 
Kuwait and ending any human 
abuses. 

Mr. Ekeus in a detailed re- 
port last week noted several 
areas of progress in the 
weapons talks but said Iraq still 
had not disclosed all arms in- 
formation and needed to 
accept plans for long-term 
monitoring to make sure prohi- 
bited weapons were not reac- 
quired. 

He said the commission - 
would need at least six months 
after information had been re- 


ceived and all monitoring 
plans were accepted before it 
could give Baghdad a clean bill 
of health. 

Iraq wants some recognition 
from the Security Council of its 
efforts on weapons to date. 
But the United States, Britain 
and others insist all sanctions 
stay in place. 

At tbe U.N. lun Trevan, 
spokesman for the special com- 
mission, said he would arrive 
in Baghdad Monday with 
several technical experts to 
obtain information Iraqi au- 
thorities had promised earlier. 

Mr. Ekeus plus ■ to be in 
Iraq by Sept. 30 so that inten- 
sive political and technical 
talks could begin on Oct. 1. • 

The negotiations could even- 
tually lead to lifting U.N. sanc- 
tions on Iraq's oil exports. 

Mr. Ekeus earlier had said 
be would not resume arras 
talks until Iraq made good on 
its promise to activate the 
monitoring cameras. 

Iraq’s U.N. Ambassador 
Ntzar Hamdoun said late on 
Thursday his government had 
“agreed to activate the camer- 
as as a sign of good will." He 
said they could be turned on 
any time the special c ommi s- 
sion wanted. 


Scholars see Jerusalem as key to peace 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Economic development and 
progress will be as crucial for 
Palestinians living in Jerusalem 
as for those in Gaza and 
Jericho, a panel of analysts and 
scholars on Jerusalem said 
Sept. 22. 

Although the declaration of 
principles signed at the White 
House Sept. 13 defers negotia- 
tions ou Jerusalem for two 
years,” daily events on the 
ground” underscore that peace 
cannot endure unless both 
Arabs and Israelis have vested 
economic interests in sustain- 
ing it, analysts said. 

“Jerusalem is very important 
to the integrity of the structure 
of the peace process — each 
side has enormous stakes in 
Jerusalem.” MacArthur scho- 
lar and journalist Helena Cob- 
ban pointed out. 

“Palestinians in Jerusalem 
are in as urgent need to en- 
couragement and optimism for 
implementing the Israeli-PLO 
interim self-governing agree- 
ment as those in Gaza or 
Jericho,” she said. 

The journalist, who is on the 
editorial advisory board of the 
Middle East Journal and a 
member of Middle East 
Watch, spent seven years in 
the Middle East, five as Beirut 
correspondent for the Christ- 
ian Science Monitor. Now a 


columnist for the Monitor and 
Al Riyadh newspaper, she has 
published three books on the 
region and works with private 
voluntary organisations to fos- 
ter peace in tbe region. 

Also appearing in the Sept. 
22 Centre for Policy Analysis 
on Palestine (CPAP) sympo- 
sium were Ibrahim Daddak, a 
Palestinian development con- 
sultant living in Jerusalem; the 
Rev. David Jaeger of the Dio- 
cese of Austin Tribunal; and 
Ibrahim Matar, deputy direc- 
tor for American Near-East 
Refugee Aid (ANERA). 

Ms. Cobban, in her analysis, 
urged that international efforts 
to raise funds for the peace 
process include funds for 
Palestinian institutions and 
businesses in East Jerusalem 
“in order to maintain optimism 
for implementation of the in- 
terim agreement.” 

She also urged that the Un- 
ited States as key co-sponsor 
seek equal rights for Israeli and 
Palestinian people of Jeru- 
salem, without which, she said 
“there can be no lasting peace 
in Gaza or Jericho or Tei 
Aviv.” 

Ms. Cobban said after read- 
ing two recent studies that pre- 
sent possible solutions, that 
she is convinced it is possible to 
meet the condition set by both 
sides for peaceful resolution. 


A recent study by an Israeli 
Knessett member. Dr. Namoi 
Ghazan, “negotiating the non- 
negotiable,” examines the set- 
tlement of Jerusalem “with 
great creativity.” she noted. 

And a joint study — by two 
Jerusalem residents, Moshe 
Amirav, a member of the Jeru- 
salem Gty Council, and Hanna 
Siniora, editor of AI Fajr — is 
a remarkable “and pragmatic 
... achievement,” she said, 
noting the study's conclusion: 

“An Israeli says this is my 
dty.’ 

A Palestinian says ‘this is my 
dty.’ 

Now we, together, will say: 
“This is our dty.” 

Dr. Ibrahim Mattar, who 
has been responsible for 
ANERA development pro- 
jects in the West Bank and 
Gaza, said that no housing 
construction for Palestinians 
has been permitted since 1967. 
He said new demographic fi- 
gures show 152,000 Jewish set- 
tiers in Jerusalem as opposed 
to 150,000 Palestinians today. 
While “exceptionally good 
ties” exist between Muslim and 
Christian communities in Jeru- 
salem he said, due to economic 
pressures “only 9,000 Christian 
Palestinians remain in the 
city.” 

Ibrahim Dakkak, a member 
of the board of trustees of Bir 


Zeit University and the Col- 
lege of Science and Technolo- 
gy in Jerusalem, also said 
“continuous creation of facts 
on the ground will make re- 
solution increasingly difficult” 
unless interim steps are taken. 
He said it is tbe responsibility 
of the international community 
“to encourage the lifting of 
housing and zoning restrictions 
imposed on the Palestinian 
community.” 

Mr. Jaeger said the agree- 
ment between Israelis and 
Palestinians “must bring free- 
dom not only to nationals, to 
religious groups; it must bring 
freedom to citizens on both 
sides of the Israeli and Palesti- 
nian communities and freedom 
which most spread through the 
Middle East.” 

Although the Helsinki “was 
not even a binding document” 
he said it nevertheless “proved 
to be a mighty instrument to 
galvanize tbe peoples of East- 
ern Europe to achieve free- 
dom.” 

The final peace settlement, be 
said,” should include something 

like the Helsinki final act — 
which would be the beginning 
Qf the road for all of the 
peoples of the region to build 
free and peaceful societies that 
acknowledge cultural and reli- 
gious diversity.”* 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘US. refused to assist in coup against Saddauf 

DUBAI (R) — The Umfed $«!» refused » back * coup iq 
topple Iraqi President Saddam Hussein for fear it ragf* 
handicap American efforts to forge peace between Israel *4 
hs Arab neighbours, an Arabic weekly reported. The Lond on- 
based A! Wasat said in a report to be published Oft Monday 
that leaders of the coup plot had sought American as mcasci 
/hiring meetings at a hotel is London. Officers from the fluji 
branches of tbe Iraqi armv. backed by ground troops, tfcL 
airforce and a number of politicians, were set to move agues* 
President Saddam on Revolution Day on July 17. ft sajjf- 
Wash in giori “was aware of all the details of the plan” bur 
turned down requests by coup leaders to provide air ctnzng 
and strike certain Iraqi military insttilMiotti. Wtehuahjj 
“feared its field or military aid to the coup plotters could del** 
the big development which happened in the peace process an# 
was crowned with the Israeti-Fatestinian accord." tbeweekft 
added. The detailed report quotes a number of runamef 
Western and Arab intelligence officers, diplomats and I raqf 
opposition sources. It sakf about L2Q0 people have fans 
arrested since the plot was discovered. 

Iran seeks drug accord with neighbours 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is trying to conclude an accord wtlft 
Pakistan a nd Afghanistan allowing security forces from any cti 
the three to chase drag traffickers “all over” the other two 
states, a top official said. General Rezs Seifoliahi, Iran's drug 
Czar, did not divulge at what stage negotiations with Islama- 
bad and Kabul were in, according to the official news agency 
IRNA. He said Iranian security forces had set op 29 
roadblocks on the Pakistani border to prevent drag trafficker! 
from getting into bran, adding this measure had “hit hard” 
against the drag trade. Iran is used as a transit country for the 
mnlri -milH on dollar drag industry originating mainly in the 
opium poppies grown in Afghanistan and Pakistan and endtuj 
up as highly prized hard drugs in tbe West. Security forces it 
the Islamic Republic are waging an increasingly militaristic 
battle against the traders who travel across the borders in the 
desolate and sparsely populated semi-desert in the east of the 
country. Traffickers t ran s p ort then wares in heavily fortified 
convoys, and security forces here have taken to using artillery, 
armoured vehicles and air strikes to combat them. 

Arafat to visit France next month 

PARIS (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation Chairman 
Yasser Arafat will pay an official visit to France next month, 
the PLO’s representative to Paris said Friday. “President 
Arafat will come to Paris in the first half of October.” Leila 
Chahid told a press breakfast. Ms. Chahid added that she 
expected Mr. Arafat to establish residencies m the West Bank 1 
town of Jericho and the Gaza Strip within 10 to 12 weeks. 
“During the earlier stages (following agreed Israeli withdrawal 
from those areas) he wilt reside sometimes in Jericho, 
sometimes in Gaza and sometimes abroad.” she said. 

British minister pledges support for Eritrea 

ASMARA (R) — British Overseas Minister Baroness Lynda' * 
Chalker pledged support in rebuilding the war-shattered 


economy of Eritrea, tbe world’s newest, as she ended a visit on 
Friday. Ms. Chalker paid tribute to the Red Sea stale's 30-year 
fight for independence when she visited the half-wrecked port 
of Massawa. dose to the mountain capital Asmara. “We in 
Britain deeply lament tbe terrible human loss and devastation 
wrought at Massawa,” she said. “But, we are also happv that 
the sacrifice paid was not in vain, for it has resulted in an 
internationally-recognised, independent Eritrea,” she added. 
Massawa was strafed and duster-bombed by the &fiG jets of 
former Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam after k was 
captured by the former rebel Eritrean People's liberation 
Front (EPLF) in February 1990. The rebels had fought from 
Addis Ababa since the former Italian colony was annexed bv 
Ethiopia in 1961. In May 1991 the EPLF helped defeat 
Colonel Mengistu's Soviet-backed armv and in July this year 
Eritrea won independence after a referendum. 


Egyptian 

officer 

killed^ 

ASSIUT (AP) — Suspected 
Muslim militants Saturday shot 
dead a plainclothes policeman 
in a continuing spiral of vio- 
lence against security forces in 
southern Egypt. 

The attack, the fourth in less 
than a week, came a day after 
tbe chief of security was re- 
placed in Assiut province, a 
centre of Muslim extremist ac- 
tion against police, Coptic 
Christians and foreign tourists. 

Witnesses said two pistol- 
wielding gunmen shot police 
Kamal Anwar Mohammad, 25, 
at mid-morning Saturday in 
Baqour, southern Assiut, then 
flea on foot.. 

They said the assailants were 
clean-shaven, wearing 
Western-style clothes, which 
serves as a disguise for men 
known for the traditional 
heavy beards and white robes 
of pious Egyptians. 

The government blames 
most of the violence on the 
extremist Al Garaaa Al Isla- 
miyah. 


Kuwait assembly fosters more open government 


By William Madean 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — Kuwait’s 
opposition-dominated parlia- 
ment bas established a 
framework for more open 
government and more 
accountable economic man- 
agement in a lively return to 
the political stage after a six- 
year break. 

The only elected assembly 
on the Arab Western shores 
of tbe Gulf, it crowded a 
hectic 1992/93 sitting with the 
surprise passage of a law 
setting out a mechanism for 
solving a festering bad debt 
problem -that has hamstrung 
the economy for a decade. 
Kuwait's parliamentary ex- 
erience is watched jealously 
democrats elsewhere in 
ie Gulf who set great store 
by its success as a signal for 
other conservative Gulf rul- 
ers to follow. 

Despite tbe debt law and 
establishment of a coopera- 
tive if sometimes heated 
working relationship with the 
government, some MPs be- 


gan the summer recess this 
month with mixed feelings 
about their handling of a 
range of other sensitive 
issues. 

These include alleged graft 
by defence and investment 
officials and efforts to seek 
the return of up to 600 
Kuwaitis allegedly taken cap- 
tive during the Gulf crisis. 
“The parliament was 
able to achieve very impor- 
tant laws especially the bad 


s 


debts law and the public 
money protection law, said 
MP Muffarej Al Mutairi. 

"These achievements are 
really satisfying,” he said. 

“I think the people were 
expecting more," said MP 
Abdullan Al Nibari. “I be- 
lieve that the people were 
hoping for a better and bigger 
performance by their elected 
representatives, especially on 
issues like the foreign invest- 
ment scandal.” 

At the closing session 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Al -Sabah prom- 
ised MPs more hard work - 


and what be called more se- 
rious responsibilities, which 
he did not specify. 

He said legislative and ex- 
ecutive cooperation indicated 
“our parliamentary march is 
on the right track and forms a 
strong incentive for our keen 
desire to build a better fu- 
ture." 

Cooperation between the 
government and tbe assembly 
— a collection of democrats, 
leftists, nationalists and 
Islamists — was eased when 
six MPs were appointed to 
the cabinet. 

But the relationship 
showed strain at times in the 
assembly that emerged 
among the most outspoken in 
the Arab World since it was 
elected last year. Tbe pre- 
vious parliament was dis- 
solved at the height of the 
Iran-Iraq war in 1986 when 
the Emir Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah cited secur- 
ity concerns. 

“In the debate over latest 
laws, such as the bad debts 
and the budget, the govern- 


ment and the deputies were 
like two people in a quarrel, 
each of them grabbing the 
other's collar and saving ‘if 
you let go. I’ll let go\" said 
an MP who declined to be 
identified. 

Some commentators said 
that one of parliament's 
weaknesses was that, eager to 
return to the political fray, it 
had simply taken on too 
much work anti was in danger 
of dissipating its energies” 

The year s parliamentary 
highlights included: 

— A law laying down re- 
payment options for 9,546 
corporate and individual bor- 
rowers, including some of the 
emirate’s wealthiest indi- 
viduals, who owe almost S20 
billion in bad debts that date 
back in some cases to 1982. 
Economists sav the move will 
provide a medium-term boost 
to the sluggish economy. 

— A law stiffening penal- 
ties for abuse of public funds 
and establishing parliamen- 
tary oversight of state invest- 
ment operations. 


— Repeal of a lough secre- 
cy law that had enabled 
minister* to declare confiden- 
tial any information posses- 
sed by rheir officials — MPs 
said it had been used to con- 
ceal wrongdoing. 

— An angn / " investigative 
report into alleged corruption 
in the management of a multi- 
billion dollar worldwide net- 
work of state investments 
meant to fund the country 
when the oil runs out. 

— An investigation into 
alleged corruption in the ,i 
handling of defence procure- 
ment contracts — charges 
strongly denied by the De- 
fence Ministry-. 

— An investigation into ail 
aspects of government hand- 
ling of the crisis with Iraq 
before the August 1990 inva- 
sion. 


all govt 
e the t 


ment actions since the pre- 
vious parliament was dis- 
solved in 19So. 

The assembly is expected 1 
to reassemble in the last week 
of October. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church Swefieh, 

Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Church Tel. 661757 
Terrauneta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 


Anglican Church Tel. 630851, Tel. 
628543. 

Anueaiau Qnrtb Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 77 1 751. 

Amman International Churc h Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

German-speaking Eva ngel ic a l Con- 
gregation Tel: 684195 
The Chnrich of Jeon Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazmne TcJ. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Weather will be fine and winds wiD 
be nonhwcflcrly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds wiD be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 15 1 28 

Aqaba 22/34 

Deserts 14/33 

Jordan Valley 20/35 

Yesterday's high tempera furcs.' Am- 
man 27. Aqaba 32A. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 38 per cent. Aqaba 51 
per cent. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Othman 786384 

Dr. Adittn Al Zaghlou! 898140 

Dr. Gbalcb Zawaidch 736011 

Dr. Yousef Abdo - 694916 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

• Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacnub pharmacy 644945 

Shracisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

RBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Khalili 277757 

Aiquda pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rajch Saqr 901290 

Kbalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 II 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

CHI Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

CHI Def e nce Emergency 199 

Rescue Polks 192.621111.637777 

fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuNic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Ovciscas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rcpw* 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 66110] 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekdridty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 63638! 


RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalkli Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
AkHch Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-M Dasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdaji 664164/6 

Italian, Ai-Mubajrcen 777101/3 

AI-Bashtr.J. Asbraficta 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alla Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (091 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09) 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09) 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital — (09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 

Creek Catholic Hospital (02 )2 72 2 7 5 

Ibn AINafces Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (JU) mformaOorj depart- 
matt at tbe Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

BaagkokflU) 

- AtphadU) 

Damascw(Rj) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Lanaa(RJ) 

Dubai. Abn Dhabi (RJ) 

Bdnn(RJ) 

— Doha, Balaian (RJ) 


13*5 


Ki» 

— Istanbul iRI) 




Brands. Paris (RJ) 

2fc5i 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

21M 

22:15 



853 • 

•MS 

•M0 

Ifcte 

Ifclt 

»3» 

1*55 
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Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Bahrain (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 

Cairo (MS) 

Beirut (ME) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

£2 London(RJ) 

5X 

Tunis. Casablanca (Rj) 

SS Iaudn.l(RJ) 

2l55 Riyadh (RJ) 

IfcO A bu PhabLDubai (Rj) 

Smgaporc. Jakarta (Rjj 


HS Bam^DhlRX 

Other nights (Terminal 2) ; 

Larnnea(CV) 

MracowlSU) 

market prices : 

Uppecfkmcr price in Os per kg 

S 

Daiun a (Muhatianar) .........I"'" 6K 

720,53 

CauhRowcr 2 S! 3 - 

S!;I 

SSL:;:::: 

{*“« 6ak: 

Lemon ’ 

Mantra (large} ZZB f 

see? - 

te. (sTO,> •••• 
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JD to remain in circulation 
in occupied lands — CB J 
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•Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday inaugurates 
die International Festival of Fine Arts at the 


National Gallery of Fine Arts in Amman (Petra 
photo) 


Queen inaugurates international 
fine arts festival in Kingdom 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor Saturday inau- 
gurated the opening of the 
.International Festival of Fine 
•Arts, marking the beginning of 
■a series of cultural and artistic 
.workshops and activities. 

Held at the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts, the fes- 
tival is sponsored by the Royal 
Society of Fine Aits in coor- 
dination with the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, the 
'Amman Municipality, as well 
"as the Open Atelier of Tunisia. 
; The first of its kind in Jor- 
dan, the festival includes artists 
.from the United States, 


France, Italy, Cyprus, Egypt, 
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Tunisia, 
Palestine apd Jordan. It is the 
hub of cultural and artistic 
exchange depicting “Light and 
Colour in Nabatean Civilisa- 
tion.” 

This hitra-cultural exchange 
serves not only as a medium 
for crass-continental integra- 
tion, but also as a promotion of 
Jordan’s history and heritage. 

Following a welcoming 
speech by H.H. Princess Wi- 
jaan Afi, the Queen met with the 
participating artists. She also 
attended a dance performance 
by two American artists. 


Among the festival's facili- 
ties will be exhibitions and 
workshops, site-tours to va- 
rious parts of the Kingdom, as 
well as informative lectures of 
the art history of participating 
countries. 

Receiving the Queen at the 
Gallery were President of the 
Royal Society of Fine Aits 
Princess Wijdan and Minister 
of Tourism Yanal Hflanat. 

Queen Noor was also re- 
ceived by Mayor of Amman, 
Mamdouh A1 Abaddi, as well 
as by board members of the 
Royal Society of Fine Arts. 


By P. V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
dinar will remain in circula- 
tion in the Israeli-occupied 
territories pending further 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process, a senior 
official of the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) said Satur- 
day. 

Jamal Salah, executive 
director of the Research and 
Studies Department at the 
CBJ, also said that Jordanian 
banking rules would apply to 
reopened branches of the 
Kingdom's commercial banks 
in the occupied territories. 

Dr. Salah was addressing a 
two-day seminar on Jordan’s 
economy organised by Eco- 
nomic Perspectives, a month- 
ly newsletter. 

The Jordanian dinar will 
continue to be in circulation 
in the occupied territories 
“for the next one or two 
years at least,” he said, not- 


ing that the long-term pros- 
pects for the currency re- 
maining in force there de- 
pended on the shape and 
nature of implementing the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agree- 
ment signed on Sept. 13. 

Dr. Salah did not elabo- 
rate. But his comments, 
which came in reply to ques- 
tions at the seminar, coun- 
tered assertions in under- 
ground leaflets that a “secret 
annex” to the Lsrael-PLO 
accord stipulated that the 
Israeli shekel will replace the 
dinar in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat last, 
week categorically stated that 
there was no secret annex to 
the agreement and accused 
opponents of the accord of 
resorting to “false propagan- 
da.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, presenting the 
accord for approval by the 
Knesset (parliament) last 


week, also said there were no 
secret additions of clauses to 
the accord, signed under 
U.S. and Russian spon- 
sorship at the White House. 

Senior U.S. officials have 

also made similar denials. 

No official estimates are 
available on the volume of 
Jordanian dinars in circula- 
tion in the occupied territor- 
ies. but unofficial assess- 
ments put the figure at 
around JD ISO million. 

Despite the Israeli occupa- 
tion and Jordan's severance 
of legal administrative ties 
with the West Bank in 198$. 
the two million Palestinians 
in the occupied territories 
continue to use the Jordanian 
dinar, which is also accepted 
by Israelis. 

All business transactions 
and accounts, including in- 
ventories, are in Jordanian 
dinars. 

Dr. Salah told the Amman 
seminar that discussions were 
continuing on the reopening 


of Jordanian banks in the 
occupied territories. 

Without going into details, 
he said. “We expect the 
situation to be the same os 
that prevailed before 1967.” 
when Israel occupied the ter- 
ritories and Jordanian banks 
closed their operations. 

“The general Jordanian 
banking law (applied by the 
CBJ) will apply to the 
reopened branches,” he said. 

At least two Jordanian 
banks have submitted ap- 
plications to the CBJ for per- 
mission to reopen some of 
their closed branches and 
start new ones in the West 
Bank. 

Israeli insistence on retain- 
ing its centra] bank’s control 
over the branches and signing 
an “official” agreement with 
the CBJ were the major snags 
holding up the applications, 
sources said. 

The CBJ refused to let the 
Israeli central bank to have 
total control over the bran- 


ches, the sources said. The 
Kingdom also resisted the 
Jewish state's quest to sign an 
official document with Jor- 
dan (as represented by the 
sought-for accord) before the 
two sides sign a peace agree- 
ment, they said. 

Dr. Salah restricted his 
comments to monetary terms 
and policy without elaborat- 
ing on the political com- 
ments. However, his com- 
ments were taken to indicate 
that Israel might have shifted 
its position following the 
signing of the accord with the 
PLO.~ 

Only one Palestinian- 
owned bank. The Bank of 
Palestine, operates in the 
occupied Gaza Scrip. A re- 
cent report said the bank was 
planning to open a branch in 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho, which is expected to 
bouse major segment of the 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
envisaged under the Israel- 
PLO accord. 


Departures to go through 
QAIA building No. 2 


AMMAN (Petra) — Refur- 
bishing c c the Queen Alia 
Intern'. tional Airport 
(QAIA) Building Number 
One has temporarily caused 
the transfer of all flight de- 
partures to Building Number 
Two, according to the Civil 


Aviation Authority (CAA) 
Saturday. A CAA spokes- 
man said granite tiles are 
being installed the floor of 
the Building Number One 
departures section. The pro- 
ject should be completed in a 
month. 
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400 Dutch tour operators convene 
first ever annual meeting in Arab city 



AMMAN (J.T.) — About 400 
members of'ANVR, an asso- 
ciation of Dutch tour operators 
Saturday opened its annual 
conference in Amman, the first 
ever to be hfeld in an Arab city. 

, Addressing, a related press 
confferenceat the Jordanlnter-" 
Continental Hotel, Ministry of 
Tourism Secretary General 
Nasri. A tall ah welcomed tty:. 
Dutch' group and' wished them 
a successful conference said he 
noped that the participants will, 
formulate plans to boost tour-’ 
m between the Netherlands 
and Jordan. 

Mr. Atallah reviewed the 
numbers of Dutch visitors to 
the Kingdom since 1989, 
>aying that in 1989, 3549 Dutch 
tourists came to Jordan, but in 
T990 and 1991 “the figures 
Jropped to 2,734 and” 1,555. 
But in 1992, Dutch visitors to 
he Kingdom numbered 2,711, 
re said. 

.. He blamed the Gulf crisis for 
he decline ip the number of 
:o mists coming to the King- 
lam. 

According to an official from 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), the 
rational carrier, which helped 
n arranging for the conference 
n Amman, said that the con- 
ferring of such a conference in 
Amman should boost Dutch 
tourism to the country. 

He said .that RJ provided 
wo chartered planes to trans- 
port the 400 delegates' to Am- 
iran. 

■ RJ and the Ministry of Tour- 
sm have prepared a full prog- 
■amine for the delegates to 



Ministry of Tourism Secretary General 
Nasri Atallah (centre), flanked by officials 
of ANVR, an association of Dutch tour 
operators, Saturday addresses a press 
conference on the opening day of the 


annual meeting of Dutch tour operators. 
The meeting is being convened in Amman 
at the Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel (Pet- 
ra photo) 


visit the southern regions of 
Jordan and the tourist and 
archaeological sites following 
three-days of meetings in Am- 
man. 

Samir Sabanech, an RJ rep- 
resentative at the press confer- 
ence, said the airline was ready 
to augment its air transport 
cooperation with the Nether- 
lands in order to bring more 
tourist groups to the Kingdom. 


RJ and the Ministry of Tour- 
ism are preparing for joint 
participation in a tourism expo 
to be held in the Netherlands 
in November this year, said 
Mr. Sabanech. 

The head of the Dutch tour 
operators group addressed the 
press conference saying that 
the decision to bold the annual 
conference in Amman came as 
a result of a careful study 


which took into consideration 
the country’s recognised poli- 
tical stability and security. 

The 400 delegates represent 
250 tourist offices in the 
Netherlands as well as major 
hotels and airlines. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
(Petra), said that one of the 
topics to be discussed is how to 
develop Dutch-Jordanian tour- 
ism cooperation. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


•- King congratulates Yemen 

i AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent 
• a cable of good wishes to Yemeni President Ali Abdullah 
; • • Saieh on his country’s 26th anniversary of its revolution. He 
■- wished the president continued health and happiness and 
■1, further progress for the Yemeni people. 

Princess Basina to open birth spacing workshop 

: AMMAN; (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 

i : I Sunday wffl open a two-day workshop at Amra Hotel dealing 

■ ; with birth spacing. The focus will be the review of a national 

health programme on this issue prepared this year by the 
: • National Population Commission. Several working papers to 
’ be discussed at the workshop will deal with safe motherhood, 
. population growth and other related issues. 

: Karaki returns from Yemen 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief of the Royal Court Kbaled Karaki 
returned to Amman Saturday evening following a short trip to 
: Yemen where he delivered a message from Krng 

■- Hussein to Yemeni President Ah Abdullah Saleh. The 
; Yemeni president said he valued King Hussein’s efforts and 
- national stand and his kenness on bolstering Yemeni- 

■ 4 Jordanian relations. Mr. Karaki later met with Vice-President 

■ ■ Ali Salem A1 Beid and gave him another message from King 

>-■ Hussein. 

Authorities shut down restaurants in Zarqa 

£ ZARQA (Petra) — Several restaurants, bakeries, and choco- 
; • fete factories were dosed by the local public safety committee 
• - here because their owners Ignored health safety requirements. 

, Deputy Governor of Zarqa Qasem Bani Ham said the 
committee will pursue fts inspection campaign to-penalise 
violators of safety regulations. 


U.S. warns 

(Continued from page 1) 

on both sides of the border,” 
the official said. 

“But Mr. Rabin had doubts 
about Syrian seriousness, cit- 
ing the response of Assad to 
the Israeli-PLO agreement, 
and he actually told Egypt not 
to speed things up,” he said, 
according to Maariv. 

The official said Mr. Rabin, 
“gave Mubarak a feeling” that 
he preferred to postpone an 
agreement with Syria and con- 
centrate on implementing the 
PUD accord, partly because 
“he faced political difficulties 
at home in selling an agree- 
ment with Syria that involved 
territorial concessions.” 

Mr. McCurry meanwhile 
also acknowledged the appa- 
rent reluctance of some coun- 
tries' to attend an OcL 1 confer- 
ence in Washington aimed at 
raising money to implement 
the Israel-PLO agreement. 

Some of the countries were 
still deciding whether to come 
to the meeting because the 
United States has made it dear 
that panidpatkm in the confer- 
ence is linked to contributing 
to a Middle East fond, Mr. 
McCuny said. 

Mr. Christopher and Treas- 
ury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen 
invited foreign and finance 
ministers from Europe, the 
Middle East including the Gulf 
states, Japan and elsewhere. 


Somalis down 
helicopter 

(Continued from page 1) 

mission into U.N. entangle- 
ment in Somalia’s clan war- 
fare. 

At the White House, Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers con- 
demned Saturday’s attack, 
saying it “underscores the need 
to reestablish security in Moga- 
dishu to prevent the interna- 
tional humanitarian efforts 
from being undermined.” 

“Today, Somalia is on the 
road to recovery ... we must 
not allow this substantial yet 
fragile progress to be 
threatened by the brutality of 
warlords who would profit 
from the suffering of others 
and thwart the will of the 
overwhelming majority of 
Somalis who seek peace and 
recondlation.” 

Maj. Stockwell said the 
latest attack would not deter 
U.N. troops from their mission 
to rebuild Somalia. 

“We will not shirk from our 
duty and we will continue op- 
erations in Mogadishu," he 
told a news briefing in Moga- 
dishu. 

Meanwhile a journalist said 
he had narrowly escaped being 
kidnapped by Somali gunmen 
who let him gp because he was 
Italian. 


Yeltsin 

confident 

(Continued from page 1) 

threatened. The protesters 
then hid their weapons, includ- 
ing a few dozen AK-47 rifles 
and some Molotov cocktails. 

Despite his order, Mr. Yelt- 
sin has said he will not resort to 
violence. 

“The situation is calm, that's 
the main thing,” he said in the 
TV interview from his Kremlin 
office. “There’s clear authority 
now, and that authority is 
working." 

Mr. Rutskoi walked through 
the crowd outside the White 
House with a megaphone, de- 
nounring Mr. Yeltsin’s actions 
as unconstitutional and proc- 
laiming himself the legitimate 
leader. Demonstrators 
cheered, “Rutskoi is presi- 
dent.” 

The parliament’s defense 
minister, Vyacheslav Achalov, 
told the lawmakers that he was 
forming paramilitary units to 
defend the building. He said 
volunteers were arriving Satur- 
day from as far as Siberia. 

The actual strength of Mr. 
Achalov’s force, however, was 
questionable. The Interfax 
news agency said there was no 
sign of troops moving towards 
Moscow. 

Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who has 
blasted Mr. Yeltsin’s actions as 
unconstitutional, said at a news 
conference in Moscow that 
both sides in Russia's power 
struggle are to blame for the 
crisis. 

He said the country “must 
get back on a constitutional 
path” by holding simul- 
taneous presidential and par- 
liamentary elections, “the 
sooner the better." Mr. Gor- 
bachev said scorning the txm- 
stituion is "Bolshevism.” 

Meanwhile, Mr. Yeltsin's 
constitutional convention was 
meeting in the Kremlin. His 
chief of staff, Sergei Filatouv, 
said the conyetion should fin- 
ish drafting a new national 
charter by Dec. 12. the date 
Mr. Yeltsin has set for par- 
liamentary elections. 

Mr. Khasbulatov blasted 
Mr. Yeltsin’s administration as 
a shameful “junta" and 
asserted there was no more 
room for compromise with an 
“ex-president” that he called 
“a sick man who is unable to 
stay Ms head or his hand.” 

Mr. Khasbulatov's reference 
to the regions where parlia- 
ment could be located hit upon 
the issue of how much support 
Mr. Yeltsin can expect in the 
days and weeks to come from 
the Russian hinterland, the 
ultimate key to victory or de- 
feat in any political struggle. 

A key parliamentary defec- 
tor who has become an imi 
tant ally for Mr. Y< 
iai Ryabov, on Saturday admit- 
ted that the president could be 
forced ro backtrack on his 
opposition to holding simula- 
taneous presidential and leg- 
islative elections. 

In other developments 
Saturday, state law enforce- 
ment agencies issued a warning . 
that armed paramilitariejs in 
the parliament were preparing 
an assault operation against 
the municipal headquarters- 


impor- 
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Prime Minister Abdul SaEam A1 Majali Saturday meets with visiting Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Anatoly Adamishin (Petra photo) 

Majali, visiting Russian envoy 
review Mideast developments 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam A! Ma- 
jali Saturday met with visiting 
Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Anatoly Adamismn 
and his accompanying delega- 
tion and reviewed with them 
the latest developments in the 
region and Jordan's role in 
supporting the Palestinians’ in 
their efforts to regain their 
national rights. 

Referring to the world eco- 
nomic conference due to con- 
vene next month, the prime 
minister said Jordan hopes that 


it would acquire sufficient in- 
ternational assistance to help 
the country shoulder the bur- 
dens that resulted from the 
forced migrations and the con- 
sequences of the Palestine 
issue. 

He added that the govern- 
ment is determined to continue 
coordination with the Palesti- 
nian side to the Middle East 
peace process. 

In reviewing Russian- 
Jordanian relations. Dr. Majali 
called for the implementation 
of mutual agreements. 


Mr. Adamash voiced his 
country's support for the 
Jordanian role in the Middle 
East and called for a higher 
level of coordination between 
Russia and Jordan and con- 
tinued closer cooperation in all 
fields. 

The Russian envoy earlier 
met with Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Talal Sataan 
A1 Hassan to discuss the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
stated afterwards that Jordan 
and Russia hold similar views 
with regard to the peace talks. 


ON 


EXNIBBTIONS 

TV Art exhibition of old and 
new paintings from pri- 
vate collections by Samia 
Zarn at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 

* The First International 
Festival of Fine Arts in 
Jordan entitled ‘■‘Colour 
and Light in the Nabatean 
CmKsation” at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts in Jordan. 

A Art exhibition of paintings 
on Petra by British artist 
Caroline Dobson at the 
British Council. 

A Iraqi Art Festival at the 
Alia Art Gallery 

A Exhibition of paintings 
and photographic pictures 
of old Baghdad by Nadim 
Muhsin at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

A Permanent exhibition of 58 
artists and “Chair” Ex- 
hibition at Darat Al Fnnun 
of the Abdul Hamid Stao- 
man Foundation in Jabal 
Lnweibdeh (10 a.m.-7 
p.m.; Fridays 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m.) Tel. 643251-2 

FILM 

# Film entitled: “The Third 
Man” at the American 
Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

Under the patronage of 
Their Highnesses Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid and Prin- 
cess Magda, and in 
celebration of the opening 
of Darat Al Ftuttm, an 
evening of poetry and 
musk will be held at the 
site of Byzantine Church 
in the gardens of Darat Al 
Fomin of Abdnl Hamid 
Shomnn Foundation in 
Jabal Lnwefbdeh at 8:00 
p.m. 


Agriculture specialists 
to assess regional project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates 
from Jordan and five other 
Near Eastern countries will 
gather in Amman Monday for 
die Fourth Technical Regional 
Meeting to discuss progress on 
a feed and livestock improve- 
ment project. 

A total of 25 agriculture 
specialists representing Jor- 
dan, Syria, Iraq, Tunisia, Cyp-‘ 
rus and Turkey will review the 
results of the implementation 
of Al Mashreq project thus far, 
particularly in the 1992/93 agri- 
cultural season. 

Al Mashreq project is a re- 
gional scheme aimed at impro- 
ving the cultivation of barley 
and forage (used for horses, 
and mule) and the quality of lives- 
tock particularly sheep, in 
Syria, Jordan and Iraq. 

The project focuses on trans- 
ferring the available technolo- 
gies at the national programme 
to farmers. 


It is financed by the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP) and the Arab 
Fund for Economic and So rial 
Development (AFESD). 

Four of the five-years of the 
project have lapsed and the 
delegates will review their re- 
sults, according to a spokesper- 
son for the Amman office of 
the International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in the 
Dry Areas (ICARDA) which 
is hosting the three-day meet- 
ing in Amifian. ICARDA said 
that the discussion will also 
cover training of personnel em- 
ployed in the implementation 
of the project and will look 
into the prospect of extending 
the scheme for another five- 
year period. 

Special attention during the 
meeting will be given to the 
preparation of a plan for pro- 
duction of cereals in Svri3, 
Jordan and Iraq. 


FOR DIPLOMATS & / OR 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
FURNISHED GRAND VILLA FOR RENT 


LOCATION : Western Amm an Between Seventh 
Circle and Mecca Street , Prince Rashid District 
( Dahiyat Al - Ameer Rashid .) 

FURNISHING : Completely furnished . 

STYLE : Newly Built , American Style . 700 M2 Area 

LIVING AREA : Ground Floor : FirstFIoor : 

ROOMS: Ground Bloor : Living Room , Family 
Room , Kitchen , Dining Room . Room For The Night 
Watchman ( Gauxd ) 

Birst Bteor : Master Bedroom, 4 Bedrooms. 

3 Bathrooms 

FACILITIES : Garage, Large Yard , Jacuzzi , 
Telephone , Ccntarl Heating , Central Antenna, and 
Sataftte. 
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A vital seat for who? 


THE ARAB League’s decision to seek a permanent 
Arab seat at the U.N. Security Council during the 
current session of the U.N. General Assembly is a 
legitimate demand now when there is an interna- 
tional call for the reformation of the council, 
including the expansion of its composition. There 
are already several key candidates for such a 
privileged seat should this most important U.N. 
body reassess its role after the major changes that 
occurred in the international and regional arenas 
since the end of World War II. There is an 
increasing awareness across the board' that the 
present membership of the council is a relic of a past 
era long overtaken by contemporary events and 
changes. Japan, Germany, Brazil and India are 
now the prime candidates for permanent mem- 
bership, on par with other m^jor powers. 

The Arab World, representing 22 states and some 
200,000,000 people, obviously deserves a con- 
tinuous membership in the main U.N. body that 
deals with regional and international security. Yet, 
there are mqjor obstacles in the face of this Arab 
request. For one thing, the Arab World is no longer 
politically homogenous by any stretch of the im- 
agination. The Arab countries are as independent of 
each other as any other countries can be. Ail 
semblances of unity and commonality of interests 
and objectives has given way to absolute sovereignty 
perceptions on tfoyjart of most if not all the Arab 
states with the ex^^tion of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries which still maintain a facade of 
unity and solidarity. This sad state of Arab affairs, 
especially in the aftermath of the Gulf crisis and the 
ensuing war, has finished off all claims of Arab 
nationalism, the matoatayof Arab affairs in the 
wake of World War I and Worid War H, 

The Arab cause in this context is undennined by 
realities on the ground that need to be fundamental- 
ly amended in order to give it credence.. Three long 
years have passed since the Gulf conflict and stiff 
many Arab capitals are not even on talking terms 
with each other. This Arab situation has got to 
change and change fast, if the Arab League decides 
to push for an Arab permanent seat during this 
session of the General Assembly. Nothing short of 
an Arab summit would do the job. 

One second hurdle is the question of which state 
should represent the Arab countries. This is indeed 
a for midab le problem since we do not think that one 
particular state should permanently take up the seat 
of the Arab World on the council. The Arab League 
may be thinking in terms of selecting Egypt for this 
seat, since it is the most populous and enjoys a high 
profile on the international scene. A more sensible 
and equitable Arab representation formula, howev- 
er, needs to be devised, if indeed the world body 
agrees to grant a seat to the Arabs. It could be 
sffl mrfhing based on a regional rotation or on 
assigning this seat to the Arab League after it 
undergoes a thorough overhaul in order to become 
more viable, functional and efficient. 

The European Community (EC) is entertaining 
such an idea for itself as a substitute for several 
European capitals representations. Whether the 
Arab countries opt for this or other scheme, the 
central issue would remain the need to avoid the 
predominance of one Arab country over the others. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


DURING COMMUNIST rule in the Soviet Union, the Soviet 
people had yearned for democracy and bread, four years after 
overthrowing communism, the same people have discovered 
that they have no democracy, no bread and no dignity, said At 
Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday. It seems that the internal enemies 
of the people are more dangerous than the external enemies of 
the country and it seems that the enemies of democracy are 
being applauded by the West which gloats over the current 
difficult situation in Russia, said the paper. The Western 
nations support Mr. Yeltsin in his crackdown on democracy 
and in dissolving parliament and back his policies which have 
left Russia a victim of political and social corruption and poor, 
ft continued. The paper said that the West has been promising 
the Russian people, pledging to provide them with chips, 
jeans, hamburgers and songs, among other things, but the 
situation remains unchanged in Russia. The victory achieved 
by Mr. Yeltsin over the parliament of his country is in fact a 
victory for the U.S. and Britain and their old colonial dreams 
bat how long would this victory last, asked the paper. The 
paper expressed fear that the present situation would lead tq>a 
civil war in Russia, a war orchestrated and directed by the 
Western nations. 


THE PLO has no right to decry any move on the part of any 
Arsb country to normalise its relations with Israel and has no 
right to demand that Arab countries do not contact Israel 
before a comprehensive peace has been achieved, said 
At J.illah At Khattib. a columnist in A1 Dustonr. The PLO has 
no right to stop any Arab state from moving towards Israel 
sinnlv because the organisation itself took the first step for the 
rest of the Arab countries to follow, said the writer. If indeed 
the PLO wants to see a comprehensive peace, it should not 
have concluded the Gaza-Jericho fust agreement with the 
Israe said the writer. 


By Dr. Failed A1 Fanek 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Jordan debts decline 
as austerity measures pay off 


The central government budgets over die last two decades 
have shown fresh borrowing in excess of debt repayments. It is 
only logical to expect foreign indebtedness to rise steadily 
from one year to another. How come then that Jordan’s 
outstanding indebtedness fell during 1992 and 1993 down to 
$6-5 billion? 

Several factors contributed to this pleasant outcome. Those 
factors are: 

1) The cancellation of major military hardware purchase 
contracts, such as the Mirage and Tornado aircraft. The 
financial commitments to these purchases were part of 
Jordan's external indebtedness. The decision to cancel re- 
duced the commitments by roughly one billion dollars. 

2) Jordan bought back the huge commitment towards the 
Soviet Union at a cash discount of around 82 J5 per cent. The 
nominal value of that debt was $750 million. It was written off 
against a payment of $80 million and commodity exports of 
$52 million. 

3) The payment on time of instalments due on loans that are 
not subject to rescheduling, such as loans related to the IMF, 
the World Bank, Arab funds and all new debts made after the 
cut-off date of March 31. 1989. 

4) The buy-back deals made in the secondary market, where 
the Jordanian treasury was active in buying back its own 
commitments at a discount of around 62 per cent. Jordan was 
paying 38 cents for the dollar. Around $450 million of 
commercial debts were paid off. 

The latest framework agreement reached with London Cub 
of commercial creditors mil allow Jordan to buy back more 
debts at a discount of 61 per cent, to the tune of $50 million, 
but not exceeding $75 million. The $50 million mentioned 
above will thus be sufficient to buy back $128 million of 
nominal debt, which will further reduce the outstanding 
indebtedness without jeopardising the currently adequate 
reserves of the Central Bank. 

Those reserves did decline a little bit from the peak readied 
m 1992, but they are still within the reasonable level and could 
be considered excellent when we take the reduction of 


indebtedness at the expense of reserves into account. 

In this respect, I would tike to break the news that the latest 
reestimate of the figures of the 1993 budget showed a net 
repayment of debt for the first time in Jordan’s history. The 
deficit before financing section of the budget will be lower 
than the deficit after financing. This means that repayment 
during 1993 win exceed drawings on fresh credit if die London 
Club agreement is signed and implemented before the end of 
1993. 

The importance of this pleasant fact is that the Jordanian 
treasury reached a stage where its revenues are enough to 
cover its expenditures. Borrowing is no more needed to 
finance current expenditure but only to offset the burden of 
servicing old debts. 

This achievement indicates that the austerity programme, 
the prudent fiscal policies, the sacrifices made by the Jorda- 
nian people and accept in g a higher tax burden and a lower 
standard of living filially paid off and gave fruits. 

There is no easy way to achieve financial self-sufficiency. 
Reducing the tax burden does not create an independent 
country and a proud people. 

A word of wanting is warranted: Most of the factors that 
helped reduce debts are not sustainable and may not recure in 
the coming years. On the other hand, the outstanding debts of 
Jordan, although small in absolute terms, are huge in relation 
to a small economy of $4.2 billion of gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

Our officials bragged so much about the debt reduction, 
which we obtained from London Club, that the international 
community came under the false impression that Jordan needs 
no more. In this respect, we should point out the fact that the 
gross debt doe to London Club is no more than $750 million, 
or 12 per cent only of Jordan’s gross indebtedness. The 
balance represents state-to-state debt now under Paris Chib. 

Without a substantial relief of Jordan’s debts, the Jordanian 
economy will not be able to take off, the standard of living wfll 
not improve considerably and the talked-about prosperity 
under peace will remain a myth. 





The Christian Science Monitor. 
Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 


Stereotypes that are and 


should no longer be 


By David K. Shipter 


WASHINGTON — Now that 
the Israelis and the Palesti- 
nians have finally given each 
other official recognition, they 
are free to search for human 
recognition, the more elusive 
acceptance that comes from 
destroying old myths and fac- 
ing troths long denied. 

This win be hard, for it 
means cutting through a thick- 
et of stereotypes and ack- 
nowlcding that each has been 
the other’s victim. 

The difficulty and the hope 
are symbolised by a little- 
known episode in the early 
military career of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. 


In 1948, as commander of 
the Harel Brigade, Mr. Rabin 
expelled to the West Bank all 
50,000 Palestinian Arabs from 
the towns of Lod and Ramie, 
near Tel Aviv. Those from Lod 
(including the family of 
Georges Habash, who became 
head of the Popular Front for 
tiie Liberation of Palestine) 
were forced to walk 16 to 24 
kilometres in the summer heat, 
mid those from Ramie were 
taken by bus. 

It was “a harsh and cruel 
action,” Mr. Rabin conceded 
in the manuscript of his 1979 
memoirs, but essential, he felt. 
“Clearly, we could not leave 
Lod’s hostile and armed popu- 
lace in our rear.” 


Mr. Rabin's five-paragraph 
description of the incident was 
deleted from his book by an 
Israeli censorship committee, 
headed by the justice minister, 
because it would have tar- 
nished Israel’s heroic version 
of history. 

It would have violated 
Israelis' cherished fiction that 
the Palestinian refugee prob- 
lem had been created solely by 
Arab leaders who urged peo- 
ple to flee and it would have 


bolstered the Palestinians' fic- 
tion that all those who left 
were driven out by Israeli 
troops. 

The reality, as revealed in 
Israeli documents declassified 
several years ago, was a mix- 
ture of expulsion and flight, a 
complex truth that neither side 
has been willing to ^corporate 
into its picture of the past. 
Perhaps history can be faced 
more honestly now. But it will 
take some time for Israelis and 
Palestinians to revise their de- 
finitions of themselves as vic- 
tims with no guilt for each 
others* suffering. 

That shift must come at 
some point on the way to au- 
thentic peace. 

The Arab-Israeli conflict has 
existed in two dimensions: 
Israel versus the Arab states, 
and Jewish nationalism versus 
Palestinian nationalism. The 
latter conflict has been bur- 
dened by a special psychology, 
and is addressed in the agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion: Eventually the peace 
accord may reconcile not only 
the competition of two nation- 
al movements for the same 
piece of land, but also the 
deeper struggle in which each 
people's identity has relied on 
tiie negation of the other’s. 

Resolving that struggle will 
be more challenging than 
drawing boundaries ami shar- 
ing power. Israeli Jews and 
Palestinian Arabs are majori- 
ties and minorities at the same 
time. The Jews ride Israel, but 
throughout history they have 
been a persecuted and margi- 
nalised minority and a tiny 
presence on the rim of the 
Arab Worid. 

The Palestinians are part of 
the huge Arab majority in the 
Middle East, but they are 
nevertheless a minority among 
the Arabs, often vilified and 
rejected and persecuted, as in 


Kuwait alter the Gulf war. 
And they are the minority in 
the lands controlled by Israel. 

On each side, images and 
caricatures of the other have 
been taught to children by pa- 
rents and teachers, codified in 
textbooks, embellished m liter- 
ature, popularised in slang. A 
whole set of stereotypes may 
prove as resistant to change as 
biases have been in other mul- 
tiethnic societies. 

To many Israeli Jews, the 
Arab is dirty, lazy, thieving, 
stupid (but wily), primitive 
(but exotic) and sexually 
aggressive. To many Palesti- 
nian Arabs, the Jew is greedy, 
cold, conspiratorial, wickedly 
clever, arrogant (but superior), 
alien (but advanced) and sex- 
ually permissive. 

Peace or no peace, such atti- 
tudes will be hard to dislodge. 
But another cluster of biases is 
susceptible to revision if the 
promise of peaceful coexist- 
ence develops. These are the 
symmetrical images generated 
by years of war and terrorism: 
Arabs and Jews tend to see 
each other as violent, cruel, 
bloodthirsty, callous and 
cowardly. According to a sur- 
vey the year after the 1979 
Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty, 
Israelis viewed Egyptians as 
markedly less violent than 
other Arabs. 

Reaching across the barriers 
to acknowledge suffering is a 
gesture with immense power, 
even when the hardships are 
not at al] parallel. 

Political figures on both 
sides can learn from an episode 
last January, when 16 Jewish- 
American and Palestinian- 
American women, leaders of 
Jewish or Arab organisations 
who had been bolding dia- 
logues for several years, visited 
Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories together. 

The schedule called for a day 
trip to Gaza followed by a visit 


to Yad Vasbem, the Holocaust 
museum in Jerusalem. Several 
Palestinians did not wish to see 
Yad Vashem, arguing that they 
already knew about the Holo- 
caust, that they were not re- 
sponsible for it and that it had 
been used as a tool against 
them, according to Reena Ber- 
nards, one of the group’s coor- 
dinators. One Palestinian 
woman insisted that the horri- 
ble images would disturb her 
sleep and she refused to put 
herself through the experience. 

The Jewish women were up- 
set, and Yad Vashem stayed 
on the agenda, with everyone 
free to go or not as she chose. 

In Gaza the women were 
guided through the twisting 
alleys of the Beach Refugee 
Camp to a three-room house 
with a concrete floor, home to 
a family of 17. In one room, 
where seven people slept, bed- 
ding was carefully folded each 
morning and placed in the 
doseL 

“People were very moved by 
the whole experience in 
Gaza,” Reena Bernards re- 
calls, and the Palestinian 
women were touched by Jews’ 
willingness to go out of their 
way to see suffering. 

Everyone was asked to write 
her reflections briefly, then 
read them aloud to the group 
that evening. A politically con- 
servative Jewish woman ex- 
pressed her compassion for the 
Gazans living in squalor who 
neatly folded their bedding as a 
way to maintain their dignity. 
She said no one should have to 
live like that. 

The last to speak was the 
Palestinian who had not 
wanted to lose sleep over the 
images in the Holocaust 
museum: “The only tiling I 
want to say is (hat I will go to 
Yad Vashem.” 

And she did, along with the 
others — The New York 
Times. 
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ICRC welcomes 
PLO-Israeli deal, 



pledges further 


assistance 


THE International Comnftttee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) wel- 
comes the Declaration of Prin- 
ciples signed by Israel and the 
PLO on Sept. 13 and is hopeful 
that these events will contri- 
bute towards peace in the re- 
gion. The institution hopes ht 
particular that the implementa- 
tion of this Declaration of Prin- 
ciples mil solve humanitarian 
problems caused by 26 years of 
military occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In the meantime, the ICRC 
will continue to cany out its 
conventional activities as it has 
done since 1967. It is also 
closely following the discus- 
sions between the parties and 
main tainin g contacts with them 
in order to be aide to clarify as 
soon as possible certain ques- 
tions linked directly with the 
h uman itarian activities which it 
carries out under its mandate. 

During the five-year tran- 
sitional period laid down in the 
declaration, the ICRC will ex- 
tend its role as an independent 
humanitarian organisation 
whose mandate is defined by 
the Geneva Conventions and 
the statutes of the movement, 
and will also remain at the 
disposal of all the parties con- 
cerned in order to act as a 
neutral intermediary. 

The main tasks of the ICRC 
delegation in Israel and the 
occupied territories are to 
monitor respect for the Fourth 
Geneva Convention and to 
provide protection for and 
assistance to the victims of the 
Arab-Israeti conflict. 


Activities for detainees 


ICRC delegates regularly 
visit more than 40 places of 
detention, mainly prisons, 
military detention centres, 
police stations and temporary 
or transit detention centres 
both in Israel and the occupied 
territories. They observe the 
material and psychological 
ccrndrtions ofide tendon andthe 
treatment accorded to de- 
tainees. After these visits the 
ICRC produces for the author- 
ities oral and written reports 
on the delegates’ findings. It 
also provides detainees with 
material assistance. 


Activities for the civilian 
population 

A major concern of the 
ICRC is the protection of the 
civilian population and their 
property. When necessary, it 
provides material assistance 
and takes appropriate steps 
with the relevant authorities. 


Medical assistance 


ICRC medical personnel 
monitor health care services in 
places of detention and com- 
pile data on the overall health 
situation in the occupied terri- 
tories. 


Tracing 


The tracing agency collects 
information on the whereab- 
outs of detainees, which it 
obtains mainly from notifica- 
tion by the detaining author- 
ities and also by means of 
registration cards filled in by 
the detainees themselves dur- 
ing ICRC visits. It then lets 
families know as quickly as 
possible where their relatives' 
are being detained. Furth- 
ermore, the tracing agency 
handles tracing requests and 
facilitates the exchange of 
news between detainees and 
civilians in the occupied terri- 
tories and their families who 
live in Arab countries. 


Dissemination 

The ICRC has initiated 
programmes to promote, de- 
velop and disseminate interna- 
tional humanitarian law, 
knowledge of the Red Cross/ 
Red Crescent movement and 
tiie principles guided by it both 
in Israel and for tibe Palestinian 
community. 

Given the importance of dis- 
semination, the institution has 
taken the decision to expand 
its activities in this field. 


Cooperation with national 
societies 


their relatives in their place of 
detention. This programme is 
currently be mg carried out by a 
delegate from NORCROSS 
who works in cooperation with 
the Central Committee of Red 
Crescent Soaetie* in the West 
Bank and Gaza (CCRCS). 


Netherlands Red Cm* 


Following an extensive sur- 
vey which revealed that private 
hospitals in the occupied terri- 
tories were having serious diffi- 
culty in covering their running 
costs, the Netherlands Red 
Cross, in cooperation with the 
ICRC, proposed to the Euro- 
pean Community to repeat a ¥ 
project through which $6 mil- 
lion had been distributed in 
1991. The proposal was 
accepted in early 1993 and the 
Netherlands Red Cross is in 
the process of implementing it. 


As of Sept. 15. 1993, 32 
expatriates, including one rep- 
resentative of the Norwegian 
Red Cross and one representa- 
tive of the Netherlands Red 
Cross, were working in the 
ICRC delegation in Israel and 
the occupied territories. From 
its three main offices (Tel 
Aviv, Jerusalem and Gaza) 
and eleven local offices, the 
ICRC has immediate access to 
victims and contact with the 
authorities and representatives >. 
of the various communities. v 


Future cooperation with the 
Red Crescent societies 


In view of the new circumst- 
ances, the Red Cross/Red 
Crescent movement must 
make a particular effort to 
respond in an effective and 
coordinated way to needs of 
the different components of 
the Red Crescent in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank. 


“The ICRC delega- 
tion will increase its 
assistance to the 
Red Crescent struc- 
tures within the 
Gaza Strip and 
West Bank in idea- 
tifiying projects 
which wiB help to 
develop the oper- 
ational capacity of 
the Red Crescent . ” 


Norwegian Red Cross 


Article 7 of the agreement 
between the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies of 
October 1989 states that “in 
accordance with the move- 
ment’s statutes, the develop- 
ment of national societies shall 
fall within the competence of 
the league.” 

As long as the situation re- 
mains as it is, the ICRC shall 
assume the general direction of 
the international Red Cross 
and Red Crescent action, by 
virtue of its role of a specifical- 
ly neutral and independent in- 
stitution and intermediary as ft 
is outlined in Article 18 of the 
agreement between the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross and the League of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies of October 1989. 

However in order to act in 
the most effective way possible 
the ICRC and the international 
federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies are in 
close contact in order to coor- 
dinate the development of the 
Red Crescent Societies in the 
occupied territories. 

The ICRC delegation for its 
part will increase its assistance 
to the Red Crescent structures 
within the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank in identifying projects 
which will help to develop the 
operational capacity of the 
Red Crescent in traditional 
fields such as first aid and 
ambulance services, as well as 
dissemination. The ICRC and 
the federation will further 
assess the contributions they 
wll make to the development 
of the CCRCS, its structures 
and programmes. Particular 
attention wfll be paid to tiie 
vital links between the diffe- 
rent components of the Patesti- 
n ^ n Crescent Society and 
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the Norwegian Red Cross and 


h 


the ICRC, the former assumed 
the responsibility for organis- 
ing and financing the. family 
visit programme for one year 
as from Sept. 1. In August 
1993, the agreement was ex- 
tended for another year. 

Since 1968, the family visit 
programme has enabled de- 
tainees from the occupied ter- 
ritories to receive visits from 


ThelCRC is willing to study 
with the national societies the 
vanom pther possibilities of 
cooperation, so that future 
projects can be carried out 
its direction. 

_• T*? J*?*" ?**** *** Interna- 
^■I ^ration of Red Cross 
anti Red Crescent Societies are 
planning to hold an informa- 
tion meeting for national 
Stiles m the near future. 
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No hiding place for Palestinian collaborators 


By Sarah Helm 


FAHMEH — **We am like 
cats in a cage if wc can find any 
opening — however small — 
we win jump out to save our 
lives.” These are the words of 
Ahmad Haraarsheh, the 
Palestinian mukfatar or bead- 


;• ^ man of Fahmeh, a “collabor- 
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ator village” guarded by Israeli 
^ soldiers in the Israeli-occupied 
. West Bank. 

1 Mr. Hamarsheh b frigbt- 
r^ned — terrified — by the 
^prospect of peace. He knows 
..that peace means be may be. 
called to account by his fellow 
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betrayal. He, and, others like 
him, conld be put on trial 
•before a Palestinian judge for 
■war crimes, as some Palesti- 
■ mans are already demanding. 
Or be could be simply aban- 
“doned to await an assassin's 
i bullet. Mr. Hamaisbeh has Kt- 
.tle hope of a Palestinian 
•“amnesty.** He hopes his 
-Israeli masters wGl save him — 
but he is not sure that they will. 

“We are outraged that we 
are being ignored and neg- 
lected. The agreement doesn’t 
.mention us. Maybe there is a 


secret da n se which we don’t 
know about. But we. are de- 
manding our case is taken into 
account,” be said, referring to 
the Rabin-Arafat accord, 
which sets out terms for 
Palestinian autonomy, bnt 
makes no mention of what will 
happen to collaborators. 

Fahmeh is one of two “col- 
laborator villages’* — foe other 
is Gaza — where Palestinians 
aiding Israel have fled for their 
own protection. The shabby 
collection of houses, on an old 
Jordanian army base near 
Jenin, is one of the stranger 
sears of the occupation: a 
monument to Israel’s 
in infiltrating and dividing 
Palestinian society. 

The village services are paid 
for by Israel, its occupants 
work m Israel and are armed 
and trained by the Israeli 
army. Many were bran and 
raised in Palestinian villages 
within a 10-mile radius. Re- 
viled by their own people, they 
can never go home. But when 
Palestinian autonomy comes 
into force, they know they 
cannot stay in Fahmeh. 


Like any occupying power, 
Israel, since it seized die West 
Bank and Gaza in 1967, has 
relied on a vast network of 
collaborators, quislings and in- 
formers to manipulate a hostile 
population. There are believed 
to be 18,000 collaborators on 
die Israeli payroll, of whom 
about 1,000, inclu din g fami- 
lies, have fled to Fahmeh. 
What will happen to their files 
when the Israelis withdraw, 
they wonder. Well-known col- 
laborators, outside in the com- 
munity, have started taking out 
advertisements in the Arab 
press, praising Mr. Arafkt in 
an attempt to clear their 

names.. . _ . . 

In Fahmeh, people are de- 
termined to stand “united.” 
But they ask when the Palesti- 
nian police take control. “It 
could be a bloodbath,” says 
Mr. Hamarsheb. What will 
happen to their guns if Israel 
abandons them? More than 
1,000 collaborators have been 
kille d since the start of foe 
intifada, and even if foe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
offers an amnesty, there are 


opposition factions who will 
seek to exact their own re- 
venge. 

“1 have had calls from hun- 
dreds of collaborators since the 
agreement, all wanting to have 
answers,” said Mr. Hamar- 
sheh, who inns a “collaborator 
help-line” from his small 
home, picking up the tele- 
phone and slipping into Heb- 
rew. “I have to tell the Israelis 
who my visitors are,” he ex- 
plains with a wry smile. 

“There are many who want 
to come here now — particu- 
larly from Gaza and Jericho,” 
he goes on, referring to the two 
areas from which Israel is to 
withdraw first. “But we don’t 
have any more room.” 

All types of “collaborators'’ 
are represented in Fahmeh 
There are those like Mr. 
Hamarsheh who worked 
“ wi th” rather than “against” 
the Israeli authorities. He was 
a stooge mayor in Ya’abed, 
five miles from Fahmeh. He 
was friendly with the local 
Israeli military commander 
and made his money building 
Jewish settlements in the West' 


Bank. Ejected from the village 
in 1989, Mr. Hamarsheh shot 
dead a cousin in a gun battle. 

There are many collabor- 
ators in Fahmeh who provided 
information in return for 
favours — a relative released 
from jail, a permit for travel or 
money. There are collabor- 
ators, who were recruited in 
prison, sometimes under tor- 
ture. And there are the most 
notorious collaborators of all: 
Those who travel with Israeli 
undercover units to identifying 
“wanted” Palestinians before 
they are arrested or shot. 


Samir Sabri, 25. says he be- 
came a collaborator after he 
was tortured by Palestinian 
gunmen “because they thought 
I was too rich. I had business in 
Israel. I had a lot of land. I 
liked Israelis.” 


And the people of Fahmeh 
have tittle desire to go bade to 
their homes. Mr. Sami says: “I 
feel Israel now, not Palesti- 
nian. After I was tortured they 
gave me a blood transfusion in 


an Israel hospital. Now I have 
>lood.” 


Jewish. bl< 


Following is a translation of an 
article that appeared in the 
Sept 24, 1993 , issue of tire 
Arabic daffy A1 Ra’L 


The price of freedo 


By Fatted AI Fanek 


* 


The government 1 s selection of 
its advisors is a recognition of 
their experience and ability to 
give advice in their fields of 
specialisation, to help the gov- 
ernment take derisions and formu- 
late policies, designed to serve 
the public in te r es t 
With this in mind, the gov- 
ernment should be pleased 
When Such expert s enlig hten 
the public opinion through 
their participation in symposia, 
conferences, lectures and 
writing in the newspapers. It 


should also encourage them to 
do that as part of their duty 
towards the government and 
society, instead of banning 
them from writing. 

Why, then, did the govern- 
ment decide to silence its em- 
ployees, and particularly its 
advisors and prevent them 
from writing? The answer is 
that the government (fid not 
appoint sira advisors out of its 
desire to benefit from their 
experience and advice, but be- 
cause it wants to contain them 
and avoid any harm that might 
be caused by them, or because 
it does not trust their ability to 
ran departments or executive 
institutions. 

Since regulations regarding 
the civil servants do not allow 


the government to fire them, it 
appoints them as advisors, but 
does not consult them, thus 
evading any harm caused by 
their assumptio n of e xecutive 
offices. 


Culture. All these people are 
first dass writers. The govern- 
ment does not trust them and is 
not happy with their political 
ideologies and ideas, thus 
attempting to afenw* them. 


purpose, except to give the 
government more power over 
them. 


The government is asked to 
act in fine with the democratic 


It is 


it that the_ 


prime minister's communique 
was targetted, in particular, at 
the g o v er nm ent’s official advi- 
sors. The first victim of the 
prime minister’s communique 
is Khaled Mahariin, an advisor 
at the prime ministry, the 
second is Mouna Shukair, an 

er Education.^^ad^ffic thinffe 
Samir Habashneh, an advisor 
at the Youth Ministry. A 
fourth victim is Minus Razzaz, 
an advisor at the Miani st ry of 


Here arises the following 

question: Why is the govern- 
ment retaining these advisors 
and paying their salaries, 
rating them to do nothing, 
except observing office boats 
and refraining from any produc- 
tive work beyond office hours. 

A second question is why do 
these advisors accept to take 
such positions, which aim at 
isolating them from their de- 
partments and the public opin- 
ion, and why do they accept 
salaries which do not serve any 


atmosphere prev ailing in the 
country and to give its staff the 
freedom to write in their areas 
of specialisation as long as it 
allowed them to affiliate to 
political parties. 


Advisors are also asked to 
pay the price of their free- 
doms, by freeing themselves 
from die slavery of their jobs. 

The freedom of crit i ci sin g 
the government has a price, 
tiie least of which is to keep 
away from public posts ana 
restrictions and to move to real 
and genuine work. 


Once-thriving Muslim community 


vanishes from Bosnian town 


By Mark Heinrich 

Reuter ' 


FOCA, Bosnia — It's futile to 
look for vestiges of the Muslim 
community that thrived in 
Foca for centuries until 17 
months ago, when war trans- 
formed the south Bosnian 
town in a matter of weeks. 


The only traces are far from 
here — the diaspora of Foca 


M uslims represented in almost 
every refugee centre in former 
Yugoslavia not in Serb-con- 
trolled territory. 

Only one Muslim remains 
today in Foca, a jeweller and 
“very respected citizen” mar- 
ried to a Serb, town officials 


say. 

They say he has no wish to 
talk to western journalists — 
but will not let them look for 
him on their own. 

There was a 16th century 
mosque, the' minaret of which 
once distinguished the Drina 
River town until it was de- 
molished in the April 1992 
Serb takeover. Asked where 
the site was and whether jour- 


nalists Could see it, the police 
't kn 


minder replied: “I- don't know 
where. But you can’t see it.” 

' Reuters obtained rare per- 
mission from the breakaway 
“Serb republic" spanning 70 
per cent of old Bosnia, to visit. 
Foca, 120 kilometres south of 
Sarajevo. The trip was more 
revealing for what we could 
not see than for what we could. 

• A ghostly atmosphere per- 
vades the nondescript town. 


situated in pretty wooded hill 
country. We could walk uo- 


werg Virtually devoid 'pf traffic 
'and dmgy shops' were short of 
, goods and, customer?.' 

Iri ' early ' 1922,' the 40,500 
population of Foca and its sur- 
rounding county, bordering 
the Yugoslav Republic of 
Montenegro, was 52 per cent 
Slav Muslim and 45 per cent 
Serb. 

Its mayor was Muslim and 
his deputy a Serb, mirroring 
Bosnia’s^ thnic diversity in the 
old federal Yugoslavia. 

■ The 550-year-old town was a 
beacon of Bosnian Islamic Cul- 
ture with several mosques, in- 
cluding .the AJadja Dzamijia 
with a courtyard and fountain 
dating from 16th century Otto- 
man rule, and a M 
cemetery. 

That changed in April 1992 
when Bosnian Serbs revolted 
against a Muslim and Croat 
vote for independence from 
. Yugoslavia in a referendum 
which they boycotted. 

Rebel Serbs seized Foca 
days later. Within weeks its 
Muslim inhabitants were gone. 
The circumstances of the ex- 
odus remain unconfirmed be- 
cause there were no indepen- 
dent witnesses. 

Foca refugees in Muslim- 
controlled areas of Bosnia or in 
Croatia say they were rounded 
up at home by Serb gunmen, 
dispossessed and expelled on 
foot or in buses. 

Foreign aid workers have 
been convinced • by the uni- 
formity of refugees' accounts 
as well as the destruction of 
Muslim homes, shops and all 


quite different story. r 
“The war began when we 


were attacked by armefi>Mus- 
tound bap 


lims and we found papers 
showing Muslims in cells of 
three were assigned to kill re- 
spected officials and citizens in 
a Jihad (holy war) to erase 
Serbs,” said Ljubomir Todo- 
vic, deputy mayor before and 
after the upheaval. 

“Six Serb civilians were kil- 
led in the first days in what was 


shaping up as a 
he said 


Our requests to speak tq-them 
were refused. V 

“We have been iii touch with 
the other side to take the chil- 
dren but they have not re- 
sponded.” Mr. Todovic said. 

Asked whether he could im- 
agine Muslims returning to 
Foca when the war was over, 
he answered: “A kind of 
harmonious intercommunal 
life could resume again but 
most Muslims -who took up 


aims here would have to.be 
tried as war criminals first.” 

From a distance, the former 
Muslim quarter on the hillside 
looked shattered but we were 
not allowed to go there. 

Across one wall graffiti 
sprayed in the Serb cyrillic 
script read “tenitray of the 
black cross" — an apparent 
reference to one of many Serb 
militia groups involved in 
ethnic cleansing. 


in his spartan office, 
adorned by a framed portrait 
of a 19th-century Serb Ortho- 
dox archbishop. 

“But we took up arms and 
bad Foca under control on 


uslim April 14. 


pni . 

The Muslims left of their 
own accord,” Mr. Todovic 
said. “They left because of 
their- fanaticism. They realised 
they could not live together 
with us after thinking they 
were some land of nation 
above us.” 

He referred to pre-1992 days 
as “the Turkish period" and to 
Muslim as “ 
tory term used 
Serbs and Croats.' 

In August, International 
Red Cross delegates found 50 
Muslims in Foca’s jail after 


Irish period" and to 
“Turks”, a deroga- 
used by nationalist 


being repeatedly denied visits 
— a violation of 


where without a clutch of town 
officials and plainclothes police 
who determined our route. 

People stared at us balefuily 
and avoided attempts at con- 
versation. The dusty streets 


mosques. 

They conclude that Foca was 
of the 


one of tfie first predominantly 
Muslim regions in Bosnia to be 
“ethnically cleansed” by Serb 
conquest. 

Tne Serbs of Foca have a 


the Geneva 
Conventions on the Treatment 
of Prisoners of War — since 
the start of Bosnia's conflict. 

We were told that Serb mili- 
tia roamed Foca for a long 
period after the spring of 1992, 
sometimes threatening, haras- 
sing and shooting at western 
visitors. We saw none on our 
visiL 

Mr. Todovic said eight Mus- 
lim children were being cared 
for in local hospital after being 
“abandoned” by their parents. 



Destradim and tombstones — tizfc Is kit of most Mnsfira Bosnian towns (AFP photo) 


FOR RENT 


Furnished Semi VELLA Suitable fora 
Diplomatic FamBy. 

One Master Bedroom, two Bedrooms, three Baths, 
Dining room A Setting mom, Living room , Maid room 
wide A modem Kitchen, Garage, Spacious Garden 
and separate Central heating. 


LOCATOR. SW1EFEYA ( Dor Ghbar ) near American Embassy 


FOR SALE 


1992 NISSAN NX- Coup 4 , California, futt options, 
Alr-Cond.; Air-Bag, PJL, P.S., Tinted W., Alarm 
System , Carphone, Five speed, Def-Dash, 
Custom wheel, Stereo Cassette, 4 Cylendor, 

16 Valve, Full Injection 


Contact Tel. 776372. from 9 Am - 2 Pm 
Office Tel. 810198. from 2 Pm - 8 Pm. 


SERVICES OF A SENIOR LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION CONSULTANT 


The specialised services of a senior library and 
information consultant are needed for a period extend- 
ing over approximately six months. The first two to 
three months will be on full time basis. The consultant 
will be expected to prepare a report detailing the steps 
required to establish the National Centre for Agricultu- 
ral Information (NCA1) including: 

1. Mandate, mission, and objectives. 

2. Organisation, structure, tasks and operations. 

3. Physical, financial and manpower requirements. 
Qualifications required: 

University degree (preferably Ph.D.) in library and 
information science or related field, with minimum of 
ten years experience in developing and working at the 
national and/or international level. An excellent com- 
mand of the English and Arabic languages is also 
required. 

interested candidates with the above required qual- 
ifications may apply in writing by submitting a recent 
biographical data in English to the chief of the 
Technical Assistance and Services Office (TASO) at: 

National Centre for Agricultural Research & Technology Transfer 
National Agricultural Development Pro|ect/TA§0 
Baqaa - Jordan 
Telephone: 725411/2 
Fax: S79677 

Applications must be delivered by hand by 14:00 hours of Oct 14, 1993. 
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Market for personal 


communicators moving 


By Andre Viollaz 

Agcnce France Presse 


WASHINGTON — The mar- 
ket for personal communica- 
tors, the latest innovation in 
micro-computers, is begii 
to move: AT and T 


forme-based computer com- 
pany. The sales figures, though 
modest, have been reassuring, 
especially in light of the fero- 
cious criticism that greeted 
Newton when it was launched 


the price of its machines and 
ile 


in early August. 

Apple has succeeded in 


Apple has persuaded several 
European telecommunications 
companies to take a look at 
Newton, its entry in [the field. 

AT and Ts persona] com- 
municators, or personal digital 
assistants as some rival ver- 


attractmgsome prestigious 
fching N« 


partners. On launching New- 
ton in Britain Thursday, Apple 
announced agreements with 
Alcatel and British Telecom to 
make use of the personal com- 
municator. 


American stock exchange with 
them, reducing the time it 
takes to make a transaction 
from 90 seconds to five 
seconds. 

Twenty-five million Amer- 
icans work outside their offices 
and 13 million spend at least a 
quarter of their work-day 
travelling. 


sions are called, are ultra-light 
computers combined with 


compi 

cardie 


less telephones and some- 
times a fax. 

They enable travelling em- 
ployees to be in constant com- 
munication with their com- 
pany’s central computer — any 
time, any place. Often they 
take the form of a notebook 
that can be written on with a 
special pen. 

Over the past several 
months, Tandy, Apple, AST 
Research. IBM and Compaq 
have unveiled their version of 
this new tool for the harried 
executive. Announcing price 
cuts of 12 to 28.5 per cent for 
the U.S. markets. AT and T 
confirmed that the competition 
will be rough. 

Apple’s Newton is selling 
well — about 10.000 units a 
month — and orders are 
accummulating, said John 
Scully, president of the Cali- 


Analysts remain cautious ab- 
out the future of what is the 
industry’s first innovation since 
the micro-computer. 

According to BIS Strategic 
Decisions, a U.S. think tank, 
the takeoff will be slow: 50,000 
units sold last year. 120,000 
this year, a million in 1996 and 
four million in the year 2,000. 
That compares to the 14 mil- 
lion micro computers sold this 
year. 

Businesses are likely to be 
the initial clients. Polling firms 
could gain direct access to data 
gathered, supermarkets could 
manage inventories more 
quickly, truckers could stay in 
contact with clients and 
drivers. 

In the United States, Con- 
solidated Rail Corp. already 
are using the persona] com- 
municators to coordinate the 
movement of its 60,000 freight 
cars. Lehman Brothers is plan- 
ning to equip its brokers on the 


For personal communicators 
to succeed, the experts say, a 
Dumber of faults must be cor- 
rected: 

— Hand-writing translates 
poorly, and recognition soft- 
ware will not be reliable for 
three or four years — and 
probably will never achieve 
perfect accuracy. One coaid, 
however, retrieve the manu- 
script from memory. For this 
reason, Compaq and IBM in- 
clude a detachable keyboard 
with their machines; 


— most communicators are 
not compatible with fixed cen- 
tral computers; 

— prices remain high, up to 
53,000 with options such as 
electronic cards called 
PCMCIA S, which arc used to 
augment the machines’ capabi- 
lities. Added to that is the cost 
of cellular communications and 
the risk tin data will be inter- 
cepted. 

But the big question is 
whether consumers, already 
crammed with information and 
sts, will go for yet another 
ict hne. 


Under the patronage of 
H.R.H. Princess SARVATH 

The /oclety For Core of neurological Patient/ 


Presents 


mmmmm Creative Magic 


The Famous German Group 


pR AX 



Performing on 


Wednesday 29 1 9 1 93 
Thursday 80 1 9 i 93 


at the Baccalaureate School at 6:80 pan. 
Ticket price 5 JD . 


Friday If 101 93 


at the Palace of Culture at 4:00 pm. 
Ticket prices : 5 JD - 3 JD - 2 JD 


Tickets are available at : 


’ Is&ld Ubmiy/Sweifteh, Shmetsart. " Babtche - ShmeisanL m Comer Super MaHcet - 4th Ode. 

’ Khakf Stores -liModbdeh. * 2lnc Stores - Jther Complex ’ Fuad Super Market - Suxifieh. 

* Safaocy. “Andoluda Stores -Jober Complex 

* Al farid complex. * Cn* HUdo • Swelfleh. 


Tickets core sold at 2:00 pm. October first 1993 at the Ticket office at the 
Palace of Culture of Al - Hussein Youth City. 

For more information please call 660296 


Sponsored by. 

FORTE 

GRAND 


AMMAN 
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JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB : 678 
TEL: 859656 
FAX: 61 7783 


the american language center 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
11 OCTOBER — 2 DECEMBER SESSION 


Adult, afternoon and evening courses. 
Each course is 80 contact hours. 


Levels 1-6 
Level 5,6 
Level 7 
Level 6 


Level 8 


General English Skills, 

Preliminary TOEFL, 

Conversation 2, 

Busi n ess English, 

Advanced Academic skills/ 

Reading & Listening 
- Two weeks of morning Conversation Classesfor women 
October 23 — November 3 
Placement Tests: . — 

New students should take a placement test: 

September 22 or 29 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 a*m. and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.; 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Please call 659-859 for more information. 
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Poor nations demand less 
protectionism, more aid 


WASHINGTON (R) — Im- 
mersed in their own economic 
problems, rich nations are 
turning their backs on the 
Third World, poor countries 
said Friday. 

Sluggish performance in the 
industrial world is fuelling 
protectionist pressures and 
undermining public support for 
badly needed financial aid, 
said deputy ministers from the 
International Monetary Fund’s 
(IMF's) Group of 24 (G-24) 
developing nations. 

In a draft statement, they 
expressed “serious concern 
(over) the pervasive intensi- 
fication of protectionist press- 
ures" in the industrial coun- 
tries that threatens to deny 
access to their goods. 

“Hie declining trend in aid 
flow is being attributed to 
weakening public support in 
some of the major donor coun- 
tries, a preoccupation with 
domestic problems and con- 
cerns about the effectiveness of 
aid utilisation," they added. 

But they said such concerns 
were based on misconceptions 
and urged governments and 
lending agencies to help ‘im- 
prove public understanding of 
these issues and to help mobil- 
ise wider political support... 
for increased aid flows.” 

The IMF's Managing Direc- 
tor Michel Camdessus has 
proposed a new $40 billion 


allocation for lending through 
1996. But the G-24 said that 
figure would meet "only a 
modest part of the projected 
demand for reserves." 

The deputies plan to present 
their report to the G-24 finance 
ministers due to meet Sunday 
at the IMF headquarters as 
part of the IMF-World Bank 
annual meeting. 

Adding to Third World 
problems, a 25 per cent decline 
in commodities prices since 
1990 is hurting many of its 
members. 

On a more positive tone, the 
G-24 hailed continued growth, 
debt reduction agreements and 
the return of private capitals in 
many developing nations. 

Still, it pointed out, many 
are left out of the boon. 

— Per capita real income in 
sub-Saharan Africa, for exam- 
ple, is lower than it was more 
than a decade ago. 

— While the debt difficulties 
of the 1980s have been allevi- 
ated for a number of middle 
income nations, including 
several in Latin America, only 
14 of the 57 countries that 
have rescheduled their offi- 
cial debts over the past decade 
have resumed normal relations 
with creditors. 

The G-24 therefore urged 
the Paris Gub of creditor na- 
tions to provide "substantially 


deeper debt reduction than 
that offered so far to ease the 
debt burdens of many low- 
income countries that continue 
to face severe debt difficul- 
ties.” 

— As for the return of pri- 
vate capitals — $57 billion to 
Latin America during 1992 
alone, they constitute - "a sign of 
the success of the adjustment 
and reform efforts of these 
countries," the group said. 

But for many others the 
prospects of attracting private 
capital flows remain uncertain, 
underscoring the importance 
of ensuring enough official 
financing to meet their needs. 

And the group warned that 
many of the gains attained 
could vanish in the air unless 
There is a successful conclusion 
of the genera] agreement on 
tariffs and trade's Uruguay 
Round, which has been stag- 
nant for seven years now. 

"Failure to reach agreement 
would erode business confi- 
dence and undermine outward- 
oriented reform strategies that 
are being followed by many 
developing countries as well as 
formerly centrally planned 
economies," it said. 

The G-24 was formed 21, 
years ago and is made up of 
eight Latin American, eight 
African and eight Asian na- 
tions. 


OPEC tries 
again to 
salvage weak 
oil prices 

GENEVA (R) — OPEC oil 
ministers were trying Saturday 
to patch up their internal dif- 
ferences and come up with a 
unified output strategy to res- 
cue weak crude oil prices. 

Frustrated by a price slide 
that has chopped the value of 
their oil by a fifth this year, 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
members have to convince 
sceptical markets the group is 
serious about halting the drop. 

Weak global demand for oil 
has kept prices under pressure, 
but OPEC’s own quota-busting 

— it is pumping around one 
million barrels per day (b/d) 
more than its self-assigned out- 
put ceiling of 23.6 million b/d 

— has hardly helped its cause. 

As a result, international 

benchmark Brent crude is trap- 
ped below $16.50 a barrel. 

OPEC President Jean Ping 
of Gabon said the meeting 
would focus on getting Kuwait 
back into the group's system of 
output quotas and ensuring all 
members adhere to their 
allocations. 

Kuwait, which has deman- 
ded preferential treatment as it 
restores pumping capacity crip- 
pled during the Gulf war, re- 
fused to accept a quota it consi- 
dered too low when OPEC last 
met in June. 


Spanish cabinet approves restrictive ‘94 budget 


MADRID (R) — The Spanish 
cabinet Friday approved a res- 
trictive budget for 1994 which 
cuts spending in areas such as 
unemployment benefit and 
aims substantially to curb a 
huge public deficit. 

The budget, cornerstone of 
the minority Sod alts t govern- 
ment's bid to tackle Spain’s 
deep economic recession, must 
be presented to parliament by 
Sept. 30. 

Economy Minister Pedro 
Solbes told a news conference 
after the cabinet session the 
government was aiming for an 
overall budget defidt in 1994 
of 5.7 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) compared 
with an expected 7.1 per cent 
this year.--* =** :C - - 

“We have to reduce die de- 
fidt or we will run into financ- 
ing difficulties,” Mr. Solbes 
said. 

He put 1994 economic 
growth at a conservative esti- 
mate of 1.3 pier cent against a 


negative 0.8 per cent this year, 
with inflation targeted at 3.5 
per cent compared with this 
year’s forecast 4.5 per cent. 

The cabinet meeting was 
held against a background of 
so far failed government 
efforts to win trade union and 
business support for key ele- 
ments of economic policy. 

The administration of Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez has 
also still not secured guaran- 
tees from regional nationalist 
parties that they will give the 
parliamentary backing needed 
to posh the budget through 
congress. 

Five hours of gruelling top- 
level talks between govern- 
ment, unions and business 
leaders Thursday night failed 
to produce progress towards a 
proposed “social pact for em- 
ployment," one or the Sodatist 
administration's main immedi- 
ate aims. 

Ministers and union bosses 
were still at loggerheads over 


government plans on next 
year’s benefits for the unem- 
ployed — now more than 22 
per cent of the workforce. 

Public sector pay and pen- 
sion talks on a three-year wage 
deal for the public and private 
sectors, in which the govern- 
ment wants to keep pay rises 
down to two points below fore- 
cast inflation, have* already 
been postponed to a later date. 

“The dynamics of the nego- 
tiations are very negative in 
terms of trying to reach a wage 
deal.” Jose Maria Fidalgo of 
the communist-dominated 
Workers' Commissions 
(CCOO) union told reporters 
after Thursday’s meeting. 

Despite union opposition, 
the budget wQl indude provi- 
sion for pensions to rise 3.5 per 
cent, in line with forecast infla- 
tion for 1994, and a freeze on 
public sector wages. 

Friday’s.cabinet also rubber- 
stamped a draft law on unem- 
ployment benefit, making it 


subject to income tax and so- 
cial security contributions and 
cutting it for those who refused 
to accept job mobility or had 
received redundancy pay. 

These measures would save 
the social security budget some 
200 billion pesetas (about $1.5 
billion), Mr. Solbes said. 

The depth of the deficit 
problem was underlined 
Thursday when the govern- 
ment announced figures to Au- 
gust showing the budget 2.4 
trillion pesetas (about $18.5 
billion) in the red, 72 per cent 
worse than the same period of 
1992 and one trillion pesetas 
($7.5 billion) more than fore- 
cast for>the ; ^hoIe-. of 1993. 

The Socialist government, 
reelected for .a fourth term in 
June general elections but 
without an overall majority, is 
also engaged in parallel bar- 
gaining with the country's 
autonomous regions over 
terms for more fiscal auton- 
omy. 


Cuba reforms state farm, sugar sector 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba has 
moved to increase output and 
efficiency in state agriculture, 
including sugar cane, by creat- 
ing smaller cooperative farms 
and giving them grearer finan- 
cial and management auton- 
omy. 

A government statement de- 
scribed the reforms, which in- 
cluded linking state farm work- 
ers' earnings directly to pro- 
ductivity, as “important in- 


novations." It said they were 
intended to give farm workers 
more incentives to exploit land 
more efficiently. 

To help increase food pro- 
duction, small pieces of land 
not being used by state farms 
would also be handed over to 
individual workers and retired 
people for cultivation. 

The latest move followed a 
disastrous 1992-1993 sugar har- 
vest and falling food produc- 


tion which have further 
squeezed the communist-ruled 
Caribbean island's scarce re- 
sources as it grapples with its 
worst-ever economic crisis. 

The measure formed pan of 
ongoing economic reforms de- 
signed to reactivate the stag- 
nated economy by loosening — 
without eliminating — state 
control. 

The statement from the 
Communist Party Politburo 


said new smaller forms, known 
as "basic cooperative produc- 
tion units." would be created 
within existing large-scale state 
holdings producing sugar cane 
or other crops. 

These new farms would re- 
main under state supervision 
but would have much more 
autonomy to run their own 
finances, organise their pro- 
duction and manage their own 
resources. 


Israel hopes to earn $800 million 
from selling controlling stakes in banks 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel hopes 
to raise $800 million from sell- 
ing controlling stakes in its two 
biggest banks. Finance Minis- 
ter Abraham Sbohat has said. 

The government was prepar- 
ing for tenders foT about 20 per 
cent of Bank Hapoalim and 
Bank Leumi, he said in an 
interview. 

He did not .give a date for 
the sell-offs which will cap the 
Labour government’s drive to 
privatise the banking sector. 
Bank Hapoalim is Israel's big- 
gest bank ahead of second 
placed Leumi. 

Treasury officials said the 
Bank of Israel was expected to 
fix the exact size of the con- 
trolling stake in each bank by 
the end of next month but Mr. 
Sbohat said it would be around 
20 per cent. 

“Those who win the tenders 
will be the owners who operate 
these two banks,” Mr. Sbohat 
said. "(Each stake) will be 
around 20 per cent. It is a big 


amount of money, around $400 
million,” he said. 

Officials said the govern- 
ment hoped to complete bank 
privatisation by 1995. 

Hie government sold 20 per 
cent of Hapoalim and Leumi 
this year to a booming stock 
. market hungry for blue chip 
issues. The offerings were mas- 
sively over-subscribed. 

Mr. Shohat. who has vowed 
to speed up the sale of state- 
owned banks and industries, 
said another 10 per cent of 
each bank would be offered to 
the public in November. 

That would put 35 per cent 
of Leu mi's shares in public 
hands and 33 per cent of 
' Hapoalim's shares. 

After the controlling stakes 
were issued the rest of the 
shares would be offered to the 
public. 

Mr. Shohat said the govern- 
ment bad received seven ten- 
ders for the sale of the much 
smaller Bank Mizrahi which 


was expected to be completed 
within two months. 

He said the government, 
which wants to sell off more 
than 20 companies, hoped to 
make four billion shekels 
($1.42 billion) in 1994 from 
privatisation, compared with 
three billion shekels ($1 bil- 
lion) in 1993 and 1.3 billion 
shekels ($464 million) in 1992. 

These earnings should help 
cover the projected six-bDtion- 
shekel budget defidt next year, 
he said. The rest of the budget 
deficit, around $600 million, 
would be covered by U.S. loan 
guarantees, he said. 

“Maybe there will be a situa- 
tion that we will not have to go 
to sell bonds in the capital mar- 
ket next year, that will be the 
first time in the history of this 
country that we are going to 
cover the deficit, which will be 
quite small, three per cent (of 
GDP) by selling banks and 
companies. This is very impor- 
tant for the market,” Mr. Sho- 


hat said. . . 

He said Israel had raised all 
its first $2 billion tranche of the 
guarantees this year. The Uji- 
ited States has guaranteed $1U 
billion over the next five years. 

Mr. Shohat said Israel would 
use all of it. 

"There is a big need for 
foreign exchange because ot- 
the growth in the economy and 
investments in the economy, 
he pointed out. 

He repeated earlier forcaste 
that real economic growth 
would dip to four per 
cent this year from 6.9 per cent 
last year because of the closure 
of the occupied territories. 

Economists expect annual 
growth to be slightly above 
four per cent in 1994 and 1955. 

Mr. Shohat said the success- 
ful implementation of the 
PLO-Israel peace accord 
would also boost growth and 
investment but he could not 
give figures. 


IMF: Industrial world economic 
recovery due in coming months 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Economic recovery in indus- 
trialised countries is expected 
to take hold late this year or in 
early 1994, chief economist for 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Michael Mussa 
has said. 

"I think it’s important to 
realise there’s upside potential 
as well as downside risk" for 
growth, be said at a news 
conference following the re- 
lease of the IMFs World Econo- 
mic Outlook report. 

Hie IMF forecasts overall 
wo rid output will grow 2.2 per 
cent in 1993, spurred mainly by 
developing countries’ dynam- 
ism, and 3.2 per cent in 1994. 

Output in the industrialised 
world was projected to grow 
1.1 per cent in 1993 and 2.2 per 
cent in 1994, according to the 
report. Those figures were re- 
vised downward 0.6 per cent 
and 0.7 per cent, respectively, 
from- April estimates. 

Mr. Mussa said “dearly 
there is potential for a stronger 


recovery,” especially in the 
United States, where it could 
reach 4.0 per cent in 1994. 

The IMF officially is fore- 
casting 2.6 per cent economic 
growth next year in the United 
States, while the government 
here is predicting 3.0 per cent 
growth. 

Mr. Mussa said that falling 
U.S. interest rates would prob- 
ably compensate for the nega- 
tive short-term effects on 
growth caused by President 
Bill Clinton’s fiscal 1994 
budget deficit reduction plan, 
approved by Congress in Au- 
gust. 

U.S. statisticians recently re- 
vised shaiply higher U.S. 
growth for the past three years. 

On Japan, Mr. Mussa was 
decidedly less optimistic. Evi- 
dence that recovery was immi- 
nent is “difficult to see in much 
of the recent data,” he said. 
The latest stimulus package 
and Tuesday’s cut in the dis- 
count rate were, helpful steps, 
he said. 


Tanzanian state banks to 
lay off 1,600 employees 


D AR ES SALAAM (AFP) — 
Tanzania's central bank is to 
lay off 1,000 of its 1,700-strong 
workforce under a restructur- 
ing programme following liber- 
alisation of the financial sector, 
bank sources have said. 

The sources at the Bank of 
Tanzania said the move was 
part of efforts of the newly- 
appointed governor Idris 
Rashid to institute efficiency 
and higher productivity follow- 
ing on-going major reforms of 
the centrally-planned socialist 
economy. 

Mr. Rashid, 45, who was 
director of computer and ex- 


ternal debt at the bank before 
being appointed managing 
director of the state-owned 
National Bank of Commerce in 
January last year, took over as 
Bank of Tanzania governor in 
July. 

Among the first staff to be 
pruned under the retrench- 
ment programme will be driv- 
ers, each of whom is expected 
to be paid at least three million 
shillings ($6,600) in retirement 

But senior Itaff at” the level 
of departmental director have 
been given up to November 
this year to retire voluntarily. 
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By Glastergen 
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“Her kisses are sweeter than wine 
...but I’m a beer man!” 


SHE A5KED YOU TO 
60 OUT FOR A 
CHOCOLATE SUNDAE? 



UH HUH.. AND then 
SHE CONFESSED THAT 
5HE HAD LET ME HIT 
THOSE HOME RUNS! 
I WAS CRUSHED ! 

rzt 


I WAS HUMILIATED 

AND THEN SHE 
LET ME PAY FOR 
THE CHOCOLATE 
^SUNDAE5! ^ 

SB 


[£ •• • -~n 
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Andy Capp 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one teller to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


OGOIL 


muum 


□ 


TOARA 



■ 

mm 

u 

□ 


HUPNAC 


m 

u 

mm 

■ 

■ 


SCUSID 



mm 



THEY CONTRACT TO ' 
SIV = YO-J A 
COM^ORTA 3l.= *C7£. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested hv the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare: 


nun 


SaiimMy t 


Jumble* 

Aii^.hki. 


ri.HjTH CiUME 


iA:.« jvft. tomorrow} 
DEDMF nutty 


Hi/* sr.i: a-ru-eC dt tier 
Bf ACCIPFfiT 



Mutt‘n*Jeff 




In Europe, short-term in- 
terest rates are likely to drop 
further, which “will start 
mutually reinforcing growth 
across Europe,” he said. 

Excluding Britain, recovery 
will be relatively soft, at least 
in the beginning, he said. On 
the continent there is “no dear 
sign the upturn is beginning." 

Flfemming Larsen, another 
IMF economist, said that re- 
covery in the Western econo- 
mies should soon get in synch. 

The United States, Britain 
and Canada were the first to 
enter recession and began to 
recover as the remaining indus- 
trialised countries started to 
slide downbill, he explained. 


The recession in the second 
group slowed recovery in the 
first, he said. 

In Europe, governments 
need to address structural rigid- 
ity in dealing with unemploy- 
ment. Labour needs to be 
made "relatively cheaper and 
more productive," he said. 

Finally, the greatest threat 
to world economic growth 
underlying , IMF forecasts for the 
fifth consecutive year is a fai- 
lure of the seven-year-old Uru- 
guay round of international 
trade talks. 

Failure of the round, Mr. 
Mussa warned, would be 
harmful in the near-term and 
could boost protectionism. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 26, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

awareness of rightness can be 
made a part of your life, then let 
a dose companion know your 
• decisioa. - 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Today you have a good chance to 
wind up what you have already 
set in motion that requires quick : 
action but be careful that you 
don’t act hasty or impulsively. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) If you have something of 


Stick to yoor highest standards...? a ’public nature to perform, do it 

as early in the day as you possibly 
can after which you can get into 
your practical issues. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is the morning for you to 
take stock of bow far you have 
reached in gaining your ambi- 
tions and the rest of the day, 
evening are good for quiet happi- 
ness. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A morning when studying and 
wading whatever will imbue you 
with more earnestness of pur- 
pose and ambition is excellent 
while later be until a charmer and 
have a good time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) In 
the morning study your property 
and see what you can do to make 
it more attractive in appearance, 
then go out in the world with 
those you like. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day to decide upon 
your own course of persona] acti- 
vities in the future and to start to 
put them In motion with the aid 
of good pals. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Consider well your intimate aims 
and urges and devise a plan of 
action to bring them right into 
your lap after which you see ways 
to solve a business issue. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Whatever you have in 
'mind in growth and greater 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Think about what 
you can do to get off to some new 
interest in the t.ioming but later 
you can have a marvelous time at 
amusements you usually appreci- 
ate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) The morning 
can find you deciding the princi- 
pies under which you wish to live 
in the future but in the evening 
be off to some interesting new 
venture. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Bring into the world 
of action some indication what- 
those there can do to make your 
dreams come true, then join with 
a friendly group at recreations. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) This is the moment 
when your need to be of service 
to others can be satisfied and 
later you will be able to go out on 
the town for amusements. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Do that special consideration 
thar your mate likes so much 
early for then you will later be 
able to be off to some new 
interests that can benefit you. * 


A 


THE Daily Crossword 


B. Hopewell 


ACROSS 
1 Left 
5 — Lisa 
9 Hespertdes Iruit 

14 Actor Move Bo 

15 Sacred bull 

16 Under 

17 Faction 

18 Dry measure 

19 Came up 

20 Enjoyment 

22 Respond 

23 Satisfy tidy 

24 Taro root 

25 Toscanini 

28 Summer drink 

32 Caiabasn 

33 Okf World finch 

34 Tciirs.' gp. 

3SWartiolor 
WMiams 

36 On me up and 

UP 

37 Legatee 

38 Wedding words 

39 Battle or the — 

40 Party starter 

41 As usual 

43 July holiday 

44 Well That 
Ends weir 

45 Planet 

4Q — of wisdom 
49 Certain pitcher 

53 Central 
courtyards 

54 Brewing item 

55 Maids — 

56 Knocks for a 
loop 

57 Molding 

58 Algerian seaport 

59 Doctrine 

60 Lager 

61 Errse or Gomer 



fciDM Ti«junr uwuSWucm We 

Reservta 


DOWN 

1 Handful of straw 31 Planet 

2 Maleficent 33 Vends 

3 Joint si 
astern 

4 Cabinet post 

5 Mozambique 


9 Leave in tne 

lurch 

10 Body 

11 Farm item 

12 Mislay 
i3Pitctw 

21 Gemstone 

22 Own up to 
24Ghoulisn 

25 One more ttm® 

26 Sonata 

movement 

27 English royal 
house 

28 Lika models 

29 Lend — thsten) 

30 Certain believer 


Puzzle Solved: 


nann Bipiin ansn 
rannciQ nmnn 
gggg nnaniEi nnnn 
noann nnnn macin 

OQaiiRo sara 

ramnsamnne biubhe 

„ Qian mranmnn 
□nBBin 
raraDnn ijmnra 




i i 


8 — citato 

7 Pleasant 

8 Question 


38 Soothes 

37 Root 

39 Ram ten stability 

40 Convex 
mokJtngs 

42 Leatherneck 
■’3 Stumble 
45 Donnybrook 


~ ' 50 Extremely 

suffix 51 And pthenr . 


tor ore's aebr, 
O lon0 Y 52 Descartes 

54 Crowd 


49Fao 
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Arab Gulf states urged to stay with dollar 


I ABU DHABI (AFP) — Weal- 
Ay Gulf Arab' .states should 
keep their currencies tied to 
the U.S. dollar to fihd a joint 
exchange rate and press ahead 
with a proposed common mar- 
ket. an economic report has 
said. 

The suggestion contradicts 
growing calls from officials and 
businessmen in Gulf. Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) states to 
Relink their currencies from 
Phe greenback after its sharp 
slide against other major cur- 
rencies. 

Official reports indicate that 
Arab, mostly GCC, states lost 
over $70 billion in overseas 
assets in 1992 due to .sharp 


fluctuations in interest and cur- 
rency exchange rates. 

In its weekly economic re- 
port, the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE-) news agency 
WAM said GCC monetary au- 
thorities had discussed three 
options to create a regional' 
currency union:. The U.S. dol- 
lar, a basket of Currencies and 
Special Drawing Rights (SDR) 
similar to those used by the 
International Monetary Fund. 

“But there should be emph- 
asis on the U.S. dollar since 
most GCC earnings and pay- 
ments for imports are in that 
currency,” it said.. “What 
makes this option more impor- 
tant is that the currencies of 
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most of the GCCs main eco- 
nomic partners, except Japan 
and the European Community, 
are pegged to the dollar.” 

The GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia. Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar, Kuwait and UAE — 
have debated a common ex- 
change rate for their currencies for 
more than five years as a pre- 
hide to the regional market. 
Earlier proposals, including a 
single currency, were deemed 
unrealistic. 

Only Kuwait's currency, the 
dinar, is linked to a basket of 
currencies, in which the U.S. 
dollar has the lion's share. TTie 


other five currencies are 
theoretically pegged to the 
SDR. + 

“The Gulf states have to find 
a way out because a common 
market cannot materialise 
wheii their currency exchange 
rates remain varied,” said a 
UAE banker dose to the GCC 
currency discussions. 

_ “I think the most likely solu- 
tion will be pegging the six 
currencies to a basket of cur- 
rencies, in which the U.S. dol- 
lar has a SO per cent share. 
Such a basket will cushion los- 
ses from currency fluctuation," 
he explained. 


CBJ explains limit on commercial credit, 
says economy is performing well 


Joint Arab Gulf 
industrial projects 
put at $4.7 billion 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — Gulf Arab states 
have set up 106 joint industrial 
projects worth around $4.7 bil- 
lion, mostly in chemicals, the 
Saudi daily A1 Iqtisadiya has 
reported. 

It- said 45 projects with in- 
vestment of around $3.2 billion 
were based in Saudi Arabia. 27 
projects worth $726 million in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), and the rest in the 
remaining Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). members — 
Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and 
Bahrain.. 

Chemical industries had the 
lion's shard of the investments, 
receiving more than S3 billion. 
The rest covered mining, food 
and paper. 

“Such projects contribute to 
bolstering industrial and trade 


cooperation among member 
states,” the paper quoted a 
report by the Doha-based Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial 
Consultancy (GOIC) as 
saying. 

GOIC, which oversees in- 
dustrial policies in the GCC, 
provided no figures for the 
non-industTial sector but 
according to die Arab League, 
total joint GCC ventures are 
estimated at around $325 with 
a capital of $21 bUHon. ' 

Most GCC states have laun- 
ched an industrialisation drive 
in. a bid to reduce reliance on 
unstable oil earnings, which 
still provide more than SO per 
abut of their income despite a 
sharp decline in crude prices. 

But their non-oil industries 
are-still limited to light pro- 
ducts - 


By- P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is seeking 
■to exempt loans for industrial 
investment from a ceiling on 
commercial credits imposed by 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), and the central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) will have 
to maintain its regulatory res- 
traints on commercial banks 
until it succeeds in securing the 
exemption, a senior official 
said Saturday. 

Jamal Salah, executive 
director of the research and 
studies department of the CBJ, 
also said the bank expects the 
Kingdom's economy to grow 
by six per cent in 1993 com- 
pared with the 11 per cent 
registered last year, and hopes 
to keep inflation under five per 
cent. 

Dr. Salah, who was addres- 
sing a two-day seminar on Jor- 
dan’s economy organised by 
Economic Perspectives, a local 
newsletter, said the IMF had 
imposed a ceiling of JD 400 
million for commercial bank 
loans during this year; JD 335 
million for the private sector 
and the rest for the public 
sector. But in the first seven 
months alone, loans to the 
private sector exceeded JD 360 
million, he said. Andhencethe 
CBJ was forced to impose 
tighter measures in the third 
quarter of the year, he ex- 
plained. 

Ironically, the IMF ceiling is 
imposed at a time when the 
commercial banks are enjoying 
a high level of liquidity, which, 
logically, should lead to invest- 


ments in the industrial sector. 

Most of the loans extended , 
to the private sector 3re ex- 
tended to existing entities and 
as individual credits and only a 
small part of the loans is being 
channelled to industrial invest- 
ments. 

“We are trying to exempt' 
loans extended for industrial 
investment from the IMF ceil- 
ing.” he said, adding that until 
the efforts bear fruit the CBJ 
would have to keep a tight rein . 
on commercial banks. 

At the same time, he said in 
response to a comment from 
the Federation of Jordanian . 
Chambers of Commerce, com- 
mercial banks were also riot 
doing enough research and stu- 
dies to identify industrial pro- 
jects where they could extend 
loans. 

The IMF ceiling is not the 
only criteria in the CRTs move 
to curtain commercial . credits. 
Dr. Salah said, pointing out 
that high liquidity in the mar- 
ket would adversely affect 
efforts to keep inflation under 
control. 

Current CBJ measures in 
place stipulate that commercial 
banks could not extend loans 
exceeding 90 per cent of their 
deposits and more than 10 
times their capital. As such. 
Dr. Salah, noted most com- 
mercial banks are now in the 
process of increasing tifeir.# 
capital. JftA 

Furthermore, he said, ttHf 1 
centra] bank also wants to en- 
sure that depositors get “a fair 
return” from the banks and, 
implicitly, he criticised what hfc 


described as a trend ter widen 
the gap between intereflf rates 
on deposits and loans* 

This was not the idea when 
. the Central Bank decjfced to 
lift 1& control on commercial 
banfifinterests and let fcarket 
fordb be the guiding faefor, he 
said. 

In order to absorb the excess 
liquidity in the market, the 
CBJ has started issuise certificates 
of deposits in local and 
foreign currency, he noted. 

Jordan is makingfgood prog- 
ress in reducing its- burden of 
foreign debts, uftiich have 
come down to JD 5,203.1 mil- 
lion from JD 5.516.& million in 
1991, he noted. Consequently, 
dfc total debts now staid at 
159.8 per cent of the gross 
domestic product compared 
with 198.5 per cent in J991. 

“Jordan will continue in 
.1993 its successful negotiations 
with 1 various creditors jk en- 
able’die country to reduce its 
outsttiding debt and debt ser- 
vice obligations while tapping 
foreign sources of funcfe to help 
finance development,? he said. 

Jordan’s externa! trade ex- 
panded considerably in 1992, 
with imports growing- by 29.8 
per cent to JD million 
and exports went up&y 7.6 per 
cent to JD 829.3 niKon when 
compared with l99mgures. A 
decline in Jordan's fraAiorial 
exports in dollar terms Kteher 
contributed to widening the 
trade balance by JD 467.6 mil- 
lion and outweighed the in- 
crease in non-traditional ex- 
ports, Dr. Salah said. 

The CBJ official reported a 


strong performance of the 1993 
budget. He said the 1991 
budget recorded a surplus (be- 
fore financing) of JD 12.4 mil- 
lion but the figure went up to a 
“notaRe" surplus of JD 144.2 
ntiftdoJrThis acceleration was 
mjifcdyfluc to an acceleration 
in revenue collection, owing in 
part of the discretionary mea- 
sures introduced in the con- 
text of the 1992 budget and in 
past to revenues from certain 
ndn-rectirring source,” he said. 

oy the end of June 1993, the 
Kfdgdam’s fiscal budget record 
a surplus of JD 34.4 million, he 
revealed. 

“foe uptrend in economic 
growth which began in the 
second half of 1991 and 
accelerated in 1992 is expected 
to continue in 1991 although at 
a somewhat slower pace than 
the rrite of 1 1J per cent of last 
year,” Dr. Saleh said. “Real 
GDP .fc expected to show sax 
per cWk growth in 1993.” 

Bisin^his assessment on fi- 
gure* provided by the Ministry 
of Labour, Dr. Salah said un- 
employment had gone to 15 
per cent from the 18.8 per cent 
registered in 1991 and a further 
decline to 14 per cent was 
expected bv the end of this 


Economists say the actual 
unefoployment in the country 
could be around 25 to 30 per 
cent. They point out that the 
Ministry of Labour figures are 
based on those who register 
with its employment office and 
say that almost an equal num- 
ber do not register with the 
authorities. 





THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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MCKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
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FAX£69 08 52 
- POST: 92 64 B7 
Amm&n-Jordan 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 

Estate 

TeL No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 





Sweffiyeb, 


FLAT, a TEL. 
RESTAURANT 
818637 - €61293 

* ffAUAN CUENE 

Cwtetf - Am Bar 
... Now Opea ^i 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DrtivffftS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGlOjAH LINK TO AMD FROM EUROPE 
? SPECIALIS1WQR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 


» KPT14E NEAR EAST 

- FOR DETAILEd'fNFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 

« TEL : 621 775 TLX : 24023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING • JABAL LWEIBDEH 
• AMMAN - JORDAN} 





Daily Lunch 



Parole 

vbdoiirt • lordir. Supermarket BLDG. 
f "« Tel:' 824677 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHSJHC CH0E5E-CUGINE 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
. Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

six* 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 Jr 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. GrindJays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


f CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
••Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and raste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

k 6:30 - Midnight . 


£. ' / OnnUt! I ! 


RESTAURANT & GARDES 


• Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonlslan & 

'f Malaysian specialities 
t. - Five branches, all over the world and now one 
in Amman. . . I 

\ - Live Band M 6" nights a week | 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite J 


Hounu 12 Noon 12 MMnigM 
_ Friday EPJtMMnlghl 



One visit will make you 
a steady , we bdlndt! 


Elegant 
Colorful . 
Atmosphere Ij 
Moderate 
Prices / 

Shitiefean! “ 
Tel 660250 
. opendalyj 




IIAKOTEL 

||^2«|ljl= 


Annan - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


SZECHWAN MRBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical fMn as a Foods 


lEBSreZISffi 


Take away b available 

Stmt AMrab Stma 
Um UthOnah Corrmicial Centra 

Ince lasted Always L cued 


The first & best 
Chinese RestsuraiC 
in Jordan 1 ' V 

1 si Crete Jabat Amman, dear 
, Ahhyyah Girts Schodf' 

jfkm swy hwllrtis 

fapen daily 12:00-3:30 
; P-tn- 
7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63896$ 



653482 


The Inn Place to be.. 



WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER 


-6 Energy-saving lamps 
.* GLS lamps 25-200 W * ’ 

* Candle lamps i'£- 

* Low voltage halogen Tamps 
6 Decorative lamps 

h Special lamps 
fe Discharge lamps 
& Spot lamps 

ft Fluorescent tamps and starters 

Also available in SJrfeway 

Mlnwer Electiffcal 
JeL: 613746/613*22 
Fax.: 643746 




KNOW OPEN 


Yalentmo 


OMMUTITMI HUM 1 MMMV 

TEL. 654205 



Special Executive Luncheons 

; Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12 30- 3-30 pm 

7.30 -tl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel -.6 59 519 659520 


Amman 

International Hotel 




. Tel 841712 / 841713 



The Latest 
'MUST : 
in Amman 
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Ousted Georgian leader 


Former fugitive 
pleads guilty 
to more charges 


returns to help Sukhumi 


TBILISI, Georgia (Agencies) 
— Ousted Georgian President 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia returned 
suddenly from exile to bis 
homeland Friday and began 
marshalling support to help his 
rival, Eduard Shevardnadze, 
battle Abkhazian separatists. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia, a 
nationalist leader overthrown 
in an armed revolt in January 
1992. flew to his stronghold in 
western Georgia and im- 
mediately called on his suppor- 
ters to rally to the defence of 
the Abkhazian capital Sukhu- 
mi, his aides said.. 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man, quoted by national radio, 
said intense fighting was going 
on in the city's suburbs after 
rebels had reached outer de- 
fences “from many directions’* 
and had occupied several 
buildings. 

Thousands of residents have 
fled the town, once a favoured 
seaside resort for the Soviet 
elite, in the face of shelling by 
rebels positioned on vantage 
points above the city. 

But Georgian forces have so 
far managed to maintain their 
tenuous control even though 
they lack the firepower of the 
rebels, he said. 

The return of Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia, a staunch Georgian 
nationalist, injected a new ex- 
plosive element into the drama 
of Georgia as its fights to hold 
onto Abkhazia. 

The surprise development 
came as the fate of Sukhumi. 


where Georgian leader She- 
vardnadze has based himself, 
hung in the balance with rebels 
battling government defenders 
in the streets after launching a 
big offensive. 


him, said only total mobilisa- 
tion of the Georgian people 



MEWS IN BW £F 


Tanker explodes, sinks in South China Sea 



KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — An unladen Panamanian- 
registered tanker exploded, broke apart and sank Saturday 
after suffering problems with its ballast off Malaysia in the 
South China Sea, , rescue officials said. Eighteen of the 21 crew 
members of 12, 101 -tonne Altair were rescued but the other 
three were missing following the accident which occurred 
about SS nautical miles off me Tioman Island resort at 0300 
GMT, they said. “We have alerted all vessels plying the area 
to avoid the spot where thin seets of bunker oil are the only 
physical evidence left of the tanker," said & s- -oi sman for die 


Malaysian Maritime Rescue and Cc : •» din .tion Centre 
(MRCC). Shipping sources quoted unconfirmed reports as 


saying that the explosion was triggered by problems encoun- 
tered with the tanker's ballast — a heavy materia -ced in 
vessels to secure stability. The 11-year old tanker sank about 
two hours after a loud explosion was heard by passing ships. 
The MRC C spokesman smd the tanker was on j*s way to. the 
port ofPasir Gudang i n southern Johor state it * r ntenance. 


Clinton touts crime bill in' Florida 


ST. PETERSBURG, Florida (R) — President Bill Clinton 
Friday said a rash of vio’u .-.tv.- gainst foreign tourists in Florida 


reflected a national pxobk m and urged Americans to si pport 
gun control to “get the guns out of the hands of the kids." Mr. 


gun control to '‘get the guns out of the hands of the. kids." Mr. 
Clinton, speaking at a juvenile rehabilitation centre, deplored 
the bloodshed that has claimed the lives of nine foreign 
tourists in this state in the last year. But he said it was a 
symptom of a growing problem in which America'*- -s-.uths are 
becoming a th- *o themselves and those around them. He 
urged Congress iv. 3n anti-crime bill he introduced in the 
legislature Thursday that would expand the death penalty and 
increase the number of police in cities initially by 50,000. Four 
German tourists, two Canadians, two Britons and one 
Venezuelan bad been killed in Florida, many shot dead in 
their hired cars, since October last year. Two died in the last 
three weeks. “We know from experience after experience 
after experience chat the kind of violence that unfortunately 
grips the headlines in Florida in the last several days, and 
grieves so many of us as Americans... that is far from the 
problem of Honda alone," Mr. Clinton said. 


Sino-British ties worsen ahead of talks 


PEKING (AFP) — Almost one year after Hong Kong 
governor Chris Patten put forward bis plans for democratic 
reform, Sino-British relations appear as acrimonious as ever as 
the two sides gear up for a 12th round of talks. Following 
months of wrangling, London and Peking were upbeat in July 
after an agreement between British Foreign Minister Douglas 
Hurd and his Chinese counterpart Qian Qicben to speed up 
the sluggish pace of talks on Hong Kong and take steps to 
improve relations. Bnt little progress has ‘teen made in 
subsequent talks, launched in April to try to reach a consensus 
on the proposals made by Mr. Patten in October 1992 
policy address to expand the franchise in last elections 
before the colony reverts to China in 1 . Sino-British 

relations, meanwhile, have deteriorated still further ahead of 
the 12th round of talks beginning here Sunday, next Friday's 
Qian-Hurd meeting in New York and Mr. Patten's second* 
policy address on Oct. 6. 


N. Korea admits missile test 


TOKYO (AFP) — North Korea admitted Saturday it has 
test-fired a missile in what it called a "regular missile launching 
exercise" aimed at boosting its defence capabilities against 
anti -Communist moves. A North Korean Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in a statement Friday accused Japan of launching a 


spokesman in a statement Friday accused Japan of launching a 
“frantic” campaign against Pyongyang about such a missile 
exercise “some time ago.” The Japanese government 
announced in June that North Korea had in late May test-fired 
in the Sea of Japan a Rodong-1 missile which, with in. 
estimated range of 1,000 kilometers, can hit most of Japan. 
Japan and South Korea agreed Friday to cooperate and 
consolidate their efforts to block North Korean nuclear 
weapons development, Japanese officials said. They said die 


agreement was reached in a 90-minute meeting between South 
Korean Foreign Minister Han Suits-Joo and his Japanese 


Korean Foreign Minister Han Sung-Joo and his Japanese 
counterpart. Tsutomu Kara. Mr. Han arrived here Thursday 
for a three-day stop on his way to the United States to attend a 
United Nations meeting. His 11-day itinerary also includes a 
visit to Washington and a series of meetings in New York with 
foreign ministers and heads of state from two dozen nations. 


Rao cautions Pakistan over militants 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha 
Rao cautioned Pakistan Friday against supporting separatist 
militants after Sikh guerrillas in northern Punjab state killed at 
least three ruling Congress Party members. Mr. Rao, addres- 
sing an election rally at Delhi's 17th century Red Fort, also 
accused Hindu militants of threatening his economic reforms 
programme by using religion to change India's agenda. 
“Pakistan's support for terrorism is damaging the atmosphere 
for any kind of talks with them," Mr. Rao said, a day after 
Sikh militants ambushed a bus carrying his supporters. 


first president of Georgia after 
it won independence from the 
Soviet Union. He was toppled 
by die army early in 1992 and 
went into exile in Grozny in 
neighbouring Chechnya. 


the remarks a day after return- 
ing to Georgia. 

There were reports that Mr. 
Shevardnadze, who has spent 
the last two weeks in Sukhumi 


peace talks 


Mr. Shevardnadze, speaking 
from a bunker in the besieged 
city as battles raged around 


tion of the Georgian people 
and the anival of reinforce- 
ments from the south could 
stop the city being overrun. 

“Clashes are now taking 
place on the streets of Sukhu- 
mi," Mr. Shevardnadze said, 
adding that the city's defenders 
were fighting “practically with 
their bare hands” against 
“mercenary killers armed to 
the teeth.” 

Sources in Geneva with ac- 
cess to reliable independent 
information from the area said 
only two out of six hospitals 
were still in operation and one 
was only partially open. 


From there he has encour- 
aged his supporters in western 
Georgia to wage aimed rebel- 
lion against Mr. Shevardnadze, 
his aidi political rivaL But he 
said last week he would be 
calling on his troops to defend 

Sukh umi . 

In Grozny, a Gamsakhur- 
dia aide confirmed to Reuters 
by telephone that the former 
president had returned to his 
homeland. 

He denied that there had 
been any deal with the embat- 
tled Shevardnadze. “The presi- 
dent does not require any- 
body's permission to go back 
home," he said.- 


amid heavy fighting, had been 
airlifted out of the city and was 
believed to be returning to the 
capital. 

“I won't do it while Shevard- 
nadze is in SukhumL and it will 
be done peacefully,” Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia said, referring 
to his plan to return to Tbilisi. 

He said he enjoyed support 

from 95 per cent of the Geor- 


S an population and blamed 
ie current war m Abkhazia on 


At the airport, some 5,000 
wounded, women, children 
and old people waited desper- 
ately for evacuation but no 
flights were leaving after three, 
planes were hit by missiles at 
or near the airport this week. 

The separatists, who have 
encircled Sukhumi, launched 
their offt. ive early Friday as 
govemmei reinforcements 
pressed rebe units to the south 
to try to brea» the blockade. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia was 
popularly electee nd was the 


Asked if this would be Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia’s final return 
home, he replied: “I think it is 
for good." 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia said 
Saturday be planned to take 
over from Mr. Shevardnadze 
ip Tbilisi in the coming days. 

“I plan to return to Tbilisi in 
the coming days." Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia told AFP in an ex- 
clusive interview in Zugdidi. 

“I have come to save Geor- 
gia, to bring peace to society, 
to end the civil war and to 
reinstate legitimate authority," 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia said. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia made 


the current war m Abkhazia on 
Mr. Shevardnadze who, be 
said, had “pushed for provoca- 
tion.” 

In Tbilisi, the head of Par- 
liamentary Press Service de- 
nied Saturday that Mr. She- 
vanf tdze had left Sukhumi. 

■ have just spoken to Mr. 
Shevi dnadze by phone from 
Sukh mi.” Ramin Chelidze 
said, enying an earlier report 
by the Moscow-based Interfax 
news Agency, which quoted 
Abkhazian government 
sources. 

The Interfax report said Mr. 
Shevardnadze had been air- 
lifted out of Sukhumi by heli- 
copter overnight. 

The Abkhazians have said 
they control 60 per .cent of 
Sukhumi. Mr. Shevardnadze, 
who has been holed up in 
Sukhumi for more than a 
week, went there pledging to 
defend the town “to the end.” 


2 Belgian U.N. soldiers 
hurt in central Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Two 
Belgian soldiers serving with 
U.N. forces were wounded by 
gunfire at their camp in Sandi- 
d, central Bosnia' thd second 
such incident there in a week, 
the local Belgian commander 
said Saturday. 

This follows the wounding 
Thrusday of two British sol- 
diers, hit by shellfire in ceneral 
Bosnia and of a French soldier 
hit by a bullet the same day in 
Sarajevo. On Monday, 
another Belgian .U.N. soldier 
was wounded by gunfire at the 
San did camp. 

In the latest inddent. the 


the north. 

Meanwhile, 58 people, most 
of them patients from a local 
hospital, were evacuated Fri- 
day by U.N. forces from Nova 
Bila, central Bosnia, after re- 
peated delays due to fighting in 
the area, a UNPROFOR 
spokesman said here Saturday. 

Meanwhile, fighting con- 
tinued between Muslim-led 
government and Croat forces, 
notably around the southern 
town of Mostar, the spokes- 
man said. 

Croat forces regained con- 
trol' of high ground overlook- 


SAO TOME (R) — The 
Angolan government refused 
to attend peace talks with UN- 
ITA rebels in the island state 
of Sao Tome and Principe but 
sent a written proposal with a 
U.N. representative instead. 

Nigerian General Chris 
Garuba, head of the U.N. 
monitoring force in Angola, 
arrived in the twin-island state 
Friday aftmoon and told re- 
porters be would deliver the 
government proposals to a 
UNIT A delegation there. 

Diplomats were making a 
last ditch attempt to get the. 
negotiations started to end the 
war which flared anew last year 
after UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi rejected his loss in 
presidential elections. 

Tens of thousands of people 
have been killed in fresh fight- 
ing and relief officials say more 
than a million Angolans are in 
desperate need of food aid. 

The government earlier Fri- 
day anounced a five-point plan 
for fresh peace talks with UN- 
ITA but it was little different 
from previous proposals. 

The plan, read out on state 
radio, called for 

— UNITA ’s withdrawal 
from all areas occupied since 
last year's elections. 

— A ceasefire. 

— Humanitarian aid opera- 
tions and the evacuation of the 
wounded and foreigners from 
zones of conflict. 

— Recognition of the valid- 
ity of Angola's collapsed 1991 
peace agreement and a subse- 
quent protocol proposed at the 
last round of peace talks in 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast in May. 

— Recognition of the valid- 
ity of legislation currently in 





to walk but old enough to eat, a baby at an aid centre In 
Angola gets some food (AFP photo 


forece in Angola. 

U.S. Ambassador Joseph 
Willson flew to Sao Tome from 
bis base in nearby Gabon Fri- 
day for an emergency meeting 
with President Miguel Tro- 
voada about tire situation in 
Angola. 

He declined to give details of 
the meeting but told reporters 
the United States supported 
U.N. attempts to get the two 
sides together. 

The U.N. Security council 
has reiterated that an arms and 
oil embargo against UNITA 
movement will come into force 
Sunday as planned. 

The acting president of the 
Security Council, Venezuelan 


Adolfo Taylhardat, said Friday 
that tire sanctions would be in- 
effect from midnight Saturday 
New York time (1900 GMT) 
unless U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali announced that 
a effective ceasefire was in 
place and peace agreements 
implemented. 

He also said that U.N. re- 
solutions must be observed. 

The council on Sept. 15 de- 
rided to adopt tire sanctions 
against Jonas Savimbi's 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, 
(UNITA) which it blamed for 
the resumption of fighting in 
Angola, bnt established a 10- 
day grace period. 


CIS leaders approve economic union 


ing the. south of. the rity-which. 

^wo.weki wei .driving a vehicle ^ betweer Croats in 

Fntfay when they came under tfae west ^ the 


Friday when they came under 
light-arms fire. One man was 
hit in the shoulder, the other in 
the foot. They were not 
seriously hurt, the Belgian 
commander said. 

The incident at Santici, 
where a joint Belgian-Dutch 
transport group is located, fol- 
lowed the shooting Monday 
evening of another Belgian sol- 
dier, wounded in the leg by a 
bullet that came through his 
tent at the camp. 

U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) officials were un- 
able to say whether in both 
incidents the camp had been 
deliberatly targetted , or 
whether the U.N. soldiers 
were bit by stray bullets fired 
by warring Bosnian Croats and 
Muslims whose confrontation 
line is some 1.5 kilometres to 


east, he added.. 

A humanitarian convoy 
made it into Mostar Friday 
morning after giving up an 
earlier attempt Thursday be- 
cause of the fighting in the 
area, a U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees official 
said here. 


There was also fighting 
throughout the day Friday in 
the Goraji Vakuf area of cen- 
tral Bosnia, while the nearby 
village of Visa, held by Muslim 
forces, came under heavy tank 
and artillery fire. 

Around Vitez, central Bos- 
nia, Croats and Muslims re- 
mained locked in battle for the 
seventh day running Friday, 
bnt there was no change to the 
frontlines. 


MOSCOW (R) — Leaders of 
former Soviet republics, at a 
summit overshadowed by poli- 
tical turmoil in Moscow, Fri- 
day adapted a blueprint for an 
economic union. 

Nine members of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States and the Transcaucasian 
country of Georgia signed a 
framework agreement commit- 
ting themselves to move to- 
wards a common market over a 
huge territory which once was 
>*a single -state;- — 1 - • 

•' Neither Ukraine nor Turk- 
menistan became full mem- 
bers. 

Ukraine, the Common- 
wealth’s second biggest repub- 
lic, joined the union as an 
associate member, while the 
independent-minded Central 
Asian state of Turkmenistan 
took time out till the next 
summit, due to be held in its 
capital Ashgabat. 

“We reached consensus on 
every point,” said Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin as he 
appeared with the other lead- 
ers at a Moscow hotel afte* a 
three-hour Kremlin meeting 
behind closed doors. 

The economic union lays the 
ground for further bilateral 
and multilateral deals in 
spheres like tariff and monet- 
ary unions and free trade 


groups. Documents on some of 
these have already been 
drafted. 

One provision is an agree- 
ment by six member states to 
keep the Russian rouble as 
their currency, allowing Mos- 
cow tight control over budget, 
tax, banking and monetary 
policies of the rest — Armenia. 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Tajikis- 
tan and Uzbekistan. 

“We are not worried by the' 
fact that Ukraine and Turk- 
menistan did not join it in 
fuil,” said Vladimir Mashits, 
head of the Russian govern- 
ment Committee on Relations 
with Commonwealth States. 

“Since the agreement is 
loose enough, the choice be- 
tween the status of full mem- 
ber and associate member is 
largely a political matter,” he 
told reporters. 

In Ukraine, the economic 
union came under fierce 
attacks from nationalists, who 
view it as a step towards the 
revival of the Soviet Union. 

But even Azerbaijan signed 
the deal. It officially rejoined 
the Commonwealth Friday, 
despite continued hostilities 
with Armenia over the dis- 
puted enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Armenia has more than once 
appealed to the Common- 


wealth to support it in the 
five-year conflict. Azerbaijan 
now has the right to do the 
same. 


Armenian, Azeri 
lenders hold talks 


Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have been waging a five-year 
undeclared war over the 
Armenian -populated enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, located 
inside Azerbaijan. 

Armenian separatist forces 
have over the past year con- 


quered all of Nagorno- 
Karabakh and seized vast sec- 


Karabakh and seized vast sec- 
tions of Azerbaijani territory 
suTTonnding the enclave. 

In a statement, Mr. Aliyev 
said “despite the fact that rela- 
tions between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia are complicated be- 
cause of Nagorno-Karabakh, I 
am personally convinced that 
such talks are necessary." 


More countries to lift against S. Africa economic sanctions 


SYDNEY (Agencies) — Indi- 
vidual Commonwealth mem- 
bers Saturday announced they 
would lift trade, investment 
and financial sanctions against 
South Africa with immediate 
effect. 

Australia and New Zealand 
announced they were falling 
Into line with a derision made 
by the Commonwealth and the 
United States, after Friday's 
call by African National Con- 


gress (ANC) leader Nelson 
Mandela at the United Nations 


Mandela at the United Nations 
for an end to economic sanc- 
tions as his country moves to- 
wards a non- racial democracy. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans said in New 
York that the ending of tfae 
sanctions followed the passage 
of a bin in the South African 
parliament to establish a Tran- 
sitional Executive Council 
(TEC) m the lead-up to non- 
raci al democratic elections 
next April. 

He said the only remaining 
sanctions applied by Australia 
against the republic was the 
U.N. Security Council- 
iroposed arms embargo which 
would continue until a new 
democratically elected govern- 
ment was installed, the media 
here reported. 

In Wellington. New Zea- 
land's Prime Minister Jim Bol- 
ger said the passing of the bill 
represented “a real commit- 
ment to power sharing." 

“The difficulties ahead 
should not be underesti- 
mated,” he said. “However, I 
hope that this opening of Com- 
monwealth trade and related 
measures will encourage all 
South Africans to take the 
hard decisions ahead." 

In New Zealand * case the 
derision is little more than 


symbolic. The country’s trade 
with South Africa was insignifi- 
cant before sanctions were in- 
troduced. 

Television New Zealand re- 
ported diplomatic relations 
could resume early next year. 

The derision to lift sanctions 
comes almost two years after 
Commonwealth government 
leaders established a timetable 
for phasing out the sanctions 
they imposed in 1977 against 
sporting links, and expanded 
to take m economic and arms 
embargoes, in 1985. 

The United States joined the 
Commonwealth countries Fri- 
day in withdrawing the econo- 
mic sanctions against South 
Africa. 

The Romanian Foreign 
Ministry Saturday hailed the 
TEC legislation as “capable of 
resolving the political situation 
of the country in a fair and 
lasting fashion." 

“Romania will continue to 


develop relations with (South 
Africa), encouraging its rein- 


tegration into the international 
community,” a statement said. 

China Saturday welcomed 
the move to set up the TEC 
and said it would make a posi- 
tive response to Mr. Mandela's 
call for sanctions to be lifted. 

“We warmly welcome such a 
new and important develop- 
ment in South Africa's peace 
process,” a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

“China will make a positive 
response to (ANC) Chairman 
Mandela's appeal to the inter- 
national community for remov- 
ing economic sanctions against 
South Africa.” the spokesman 
was quoted by Xinhua as 
saying. 

The European Community 
(EC) Saturday said that it wel- 


comed political developments 
in South Africa that enabled 
Mr. Mandela to call for the 
lifting of all economic sanc- 
tions. 

In a statement released here, 
the E.C. recalled that it had 
already lifted an economic 
embargo in 1992. but added 
that it “will shortly consider 
further steps." 

The statement said the Com- 
munity and its member states 
“warmly welcome recent 
events,” considered “the cul- 
mination of the first phase of a 
process that will lead to non- 
racial democracy in South 
Africa.” 

Canada Friday lifted trade 
and investment sanctions 
against South Africa, External 
Affairs Minister Perrin beatty 
announced. 

“Our goal was to give credit 
when change took place, to 
encourage all parties to pro- 
ceed with negotiations as 
rapidly as possible and to sus- 
tain pressure for further 
change," Mr. Beatty told a 
news conference. 

Trade, investment and other 
financial -sanctions on South 
Africa were lifted immediate- 
ly, he said. 

“Canada was right to take 
the lead in the fight against 
apartheid and to stand firm.” 
he said. 

“Our task now is to help the 
people of South Africa trans- 
form the promise of democracy 
into the reality of democratic 
majority rale,” he said. 

Malaysia announced im- 
mediate steps to establish di- 
plomatic ties at the ambassado- 
rial level with South Africa. 

Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi said Friday 
Malaysia would also lift trade 


and economic sanctions against 
South Africa, effective im- 
mediately. 

In a statement released in 
New York, where he will 
attend the opening of the 
General Assembly, Mr. 
Abdullah pointed to moves to- 
ward multiracial rule in South 
Africa. He said with the lifting 
of the sanctions, members of 
the private sector in the two 
countries were free to enter 
into trade and economic rela- 
tions with each other. 

New York Mayor David 
.Dinkins Friday called for a 
repeal of a New York City 
anti-apartheid law he said 
could free as much as S4G 
billion in city pension funds for 
investment in South Africa. 

Mr. Dinkins made the 
announcement after Mr. Man- 
dela asked the United Nations 
to lift all economic sanctions 
during South Africa's transi- 
tion to a non-racial democracy. 

“Today I have forwarded to 
the City Council of the city of 
New York a bill that calls for 
the repeat of the New York 
anti-apartheid law," Mr. Dink- 
ins said. 

He said this would open the 
way for teachers and other city 
unions, who had refused to 
invest hinds in South Africa, to 
do so again. He said the money 
involved was about $40 billion. 

In addition he said he 
learned that California would 
be taking similar actions, poss- 
ibly over tilt weekend. 

The Internationa] Monetary 
Fund (IMF) promised late Fri- 
day to do its best to help South 
Africa through its political 
transition to a non-racial 
democracy. 

In a statement issued here. 
IMF Managing Director 


Michel Camdessus voiced 
admiration for “the 
courageous steps that are being 
taken by South African states- 
men to build a new South 
Africa.” 

He promised any policy 
advice and technical assistance 
that South African authorities 
might request, and held out the 
prospect of early financial sup- 
port to offset the impact of the 
recent drought and poor ex- 
port prices. 

Mr. Camdessus’s statement 
came on the eve of a scheduled 
meeting Saturday with Mr. 
Mandela. 

South African President F. 
W. De Klerk said Friday he 
was optimistic about bis coun- 
try's transition to a non-racial 
democracy despite the recent 
surge in violence there. 

‘Tm optimistic for a peace- 
ful transition. The level of vio- 
lence is obviously too high, but 
security will improve,” Mr. De 
Klerk said on a Cable New 
Network interview. 

He said that most of the 
violence stemmed from the 
country's economic woes and 
that only 10 per cent of the 
attacks were of a political na- 
ture. 

That violence was carried 
out by “ultra-radical people," 
according to Mr. De Klerk, 
who added; “They don’t want 
negotiations to succeed, they 
are using terror and they arc 
using assassinations." 

Mr. De Klerk, who met 
U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali Friday, said he had 
good relations with Mr. Man- 
dela but that the two had dif- 
ferences. 

“I like him and I think he 
likes me ...but we represent 
different political viewpoints?' 






BOSTON (AP) — The forme, 
anti-war radical who emerged 
from hiding last week to take 
responsibility for her pas. 
pleaded guilty to raiding a gov- 
ernment armory 23 years ago- 
Katherine Ann Power, 44, wIk 
purportedly was trying to hell 
create a revolutionary army, 
pleaded guilty in U.S. Distnct 
Court to federal charges o. 
theft of government property 
from a national guard armory 
on Sept. 20, 1970. Defence 
attorney Rikki Kiieman said 
her client had no regrets about 
surrendering to face the 
charges. “I think she is at 
peace,” Kiieman said. Assis- 
tant U.S. attorney Brian Kelly 
said Ms. Power and several 
accomplices who were caught 
and convicted long ago stole a 
pickup track, military radios. 
400 rounds of ammunition and 
devices for setting off explo- 
sives. Ms. Power told author^.; 
jfies the military equipment 
was going to be delivered to - 
die Black Panthers, Mr. Kelly 
said. In exchange for the guilty 
plea, the government said it 
would recommend Ms. Power 


serve a five-year prison term 
rather than the maximum 10 


years. In addition, the govern- 
ment agreed to dismiss federal 
bank robbery charges stem- 
ming from a holdup in Phi- 
ladelphia neaiiy three weeks 
before the theft. Ms. Power 
drove a getaway car in that 
crime, which netted $6,200, 
authorities said. also drove 
a getaway car three days after 
the armory raid when she par- 
ticipated in a Boston bank rob- 
bery that left a policeman^ 
dead. Ms. Power, who beearrqf' 
one of the nation's longest - 
sought female fugitives after 
that crime, surfaced Iasi week 
to plead guilty in state court to 
bank robbery and manslaugh- 
ter. 


Carnegie opens 
with Philadelphia 
Orchestra 


Azerbaijani leader Geidar 
Aliev met here Saturday for 
the first time since he assumed 
power with Armenian Presi- 
dent Levon Tor-Pctrosaan to 
discuss the war over Nagorno- 

Karabakh. 

The leaders, who met at the' 
Russian Foreign Ministry, both 
expressed satisfaction follow- 
ing the meeting which they 
described as “important" 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Philadelphia Orchestra, with 
its new music director Wolf- 
gang Sawallisch. and violinist 
Midori as guest artist, opened 
this year's Carnegie Hall sea- 
son -r- with dash,' New Yorkers 
got an early listen and look at 
^Sawallisch,. ,whq became the 
sixth music director of the 93- 
year-old Philadelphia Orches- 
tra only this month. Last De- 
cember, he finished 21 years as. 
music director and general 
director of the Bavarian State 
Opera in Munich. In the final- 
piece on the programme. 
Brahms' Second Symphony, 
Sawallisch revealed how solid- 
ly he knows the music. Ai 1 
orchestral voices were clear — 
and emphatic. Programme 
notes dwell on the “symphonic 
joy” of the symphony. The 
Philadelphia's approach with 
Sawallisch was almost a call to 
appreciate life as complex and 
majestic. It was sit-up-and-lis- 
ten time, Sawallisch 's hand and 
arm gestures are generous but 
he doesn't make a theatrical 
impression. He keeps his feet 
on the ground and only occa- 
sionally makes a big gesture... 
with his whole body. Midori? 
21, played Sibelius' Violin 
Concerto In D Minor. She can 
float a pianissimo with breath- 
taking beauty as a few great 
sopranos can do. In the begin- 
ning, she played delicately, 
then began adding an array of 
tonal colours. 


Allen lashes out at 
prosecutor, asks 
Farrow for truce 


NEW YORK (AP) — Woody 
Allen lashed out at his ex-lover 
Mia Farrow, police and a Con- 
necticut prosecutor who said 


he wasn't going to try the 
filmmaker even though he be- 
lieves Allen molested his 
daughter. Allen said at a newsf 
conference that Farrow, the ■ 
prosecutor and police formed 
an “unwholesome alliance” 
against him. “Their cheap 
scheming reeks of sleaze and 
deception." he said. Liter. 
Farrow's lawyer, Eleanor Al- 
ter, said her client agreed with 
the prosecutor’s derision to 
spare eight-y car-old Dylan 
from the trauma of a trial. 
Farrow felt the same way and 
“everything that could possibly 
be done was done to protect 
the child.” Alter said at a 
separate news conference that 
Farrow did not attend. Allen. 
58, was accused of sexuallv 
fondling Dylan in an attic at 
Farrow’s Connecticut country 
house in August 1992. Earlier 
Friday. Litchfield, Conn., 
state’s attorney Frank Maco 
said stale police investigators 
had drawn up an arrest warrant > 
for Allen but he decided there * 
was no “compelling interest" 
m further pursuing sexual 
abuse allegations. Allen said 
the case was dropped • • 
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Australia target Germany in Davis Cup final 
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£3^3$ & ****** a ^ Kri^an and 6-2, 5-7, 64) after the Spa- 

have to™.* mT* ^ 


sweeping India's, challenge 
aside Saturday. 

Formidable doubles pairing 
.Todd Woodbridge and Mart 
Woodfojtte wot the doubles 
Saturday to give Australia a 
decisive 3-0. 

Now they will have to wait to 
see if Germany, inspired by 
Michael Sticfa and Marc Goe li- 
ner, can kill off Sweden after 
the visitors took a 2-0 advan- 
tage Friday. 

Australia had made a flying 
start when the 23-year-old 
Jaso n Stoltenberg, playing his 
first cup tic 'since 1989, ran 
over Leander Paes in the open- 
ing singles 6-3, 7-6, (7/5), 6-3. 

U.S. Open semi-finalist 
Wally Masur then saw off 
veteran Ramesh Krishnan 6-2, 
6-0, 64 at the Chandigarh . 
Lawn Tennis Association 


Germany looked in similarly 
irrepressible form in Sweden, 
where woiid number six Stich 
was at his best while dismissing 
Sweden's Magnus Gustaf&son 

6- 2, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. . 

That result, however, was 
soon overshadowed by Goell- 
ner’s 22 aces and bis shock 
victory over Wimbledon cham- 
pion Stefan Ed berg. 

Goellner won 6^3, 4-6, 64, 

7- 6 (7/4), leaving Sweden 
needing to win the final three 
matches to reach the final. 

In other Davis Cup action, 


South Koreans Chang Ui-Jong 
and Kim Chi-Wan by 3-2 (6-3, 
6-2, 5-7, 64) after the Spa- 
niards bad won the two singles 
on the first day. The two re- 
verse singles will be played 
Sunday. 

Israel beat Switzerland 3-2 
after Friday's final two singles 
matches to join the world’s 16 
premier nations in next year's 
event. 

New Zealand kept their 
hopes alive against Austria at 
Christchurch Saturday when 
they won the crucial doubles 
match. 

Brett Steven and Kelly 
Event den lost both singles 
matches Friday but teamed up 
to beat Thomas Buchmayer 
and Alex Antonitsch. New 


Zealand now trail 2-1. They 
have to win both reverse sing- 
les matches Sunday to beat 
Austria. 

Mark Knowles of the Baha- 
mas gave Malivai Washington 
a fright at charlotte, North 
Carolina Friday before cramps 
forced him to retire, giving the 
United States a 2-0 lead in 
their Davis Cup World Group 
qualifying tie. 

Knowles led Washington by 
two sets to one at the time. 

It was a crushing blow for 
the Bahamas, who are fighting 
for entry into the elite World 
Group, especially since 
Knowles mid Roger Smith are 
their whole team. 

The Americans, the current 
holders of the trophy, are bat- 
tling to stay in the World 
Group after losing in the first 
round this year to Australia. 

Andre Agassi predictably 
put the 'Americans 1-0 ahead 
with a 6-2, 6-2, 6-3 victory over 
Smith. 


Australians looking forward to Olympics 


SYDNEY (Agencies) — Au- 
stralians are looking forward to 
_a massive economic boost as 
Sydney savoured Saturday 
their hosting of the 2000 Olym- 
pics Games. 

Unprecedented scenes of ju- 
bilation here in the pre-dawn 
hours of Friday followed the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee's (IOC) decision in 
Monte Carlo. 

That initial joy, however, 
was quickly followed by hard- 
nose financial planning. 

The seven-year lead-up to 
the games and the event itself 
would offer opportunities for 
Australia to sen itself to the 
world trade market. Trade 
Minister Peter Cook said 
Saturday. 

Cook said the Olympics 
offered the chance to convince 
the world that Australia was a 
sophisticated and technologi- 


cally advanced society. 

He . said the Olympics, 
awarded to Sydney ahead of 
Peking, Manchester, Berlin 
and Istanbul, would also rein- 
force the government’s Market 
Australia programme, which 
received 21 million Australian 
dollars ($13.6 million) last 
month to sell Australia as a 
source of sophisticated goods 
and services. 

Industry Minister Alan Grif- 
fiths said that half the econo- 
mic benefits and new jobs to 
flow from Sydney’s successful 
Olympic bid would go to places 
other than the New South 
Wales capital. 

He said the Australian gov- 
ernment would lend its full 
support to suitable projects 



Fbeworks explode above the Opera House as Austrattans jubBate 
the International Olympic Committee’s deci sio n to give Sydney die 
.fight, to haC the. 2000 . Olympics (AFP. photo) 

taking advantage of the. new. economic impact of the suc- 
intemational interest in AoP 1 : ccssfu! Olympic bicl will Indeed 


strafia, including a major ex- 
position proposed lor Mel- 
bourne. 

“Nearly half of the 150,000 
jobs created and half of the 


be outside Sydney," be said. 

Sydney’s Olympic Games 
predictably dominated Satur- 
day’s editions of the nation's 


newspapers, with all publishing 
extensive reports ana analyses 
and the tabloid daily Telegraph 
Mirror printing a 48-page spe- 
cial edition wrap-around. 

The broadsheet Sydney 
Morning Herald said in its 
editorial that the simple utter- 
ance of the words “the winner 
is Sydney!” had changed fore- 
ver the life and history of the 
glittering, magical city. 

Sydney has been put — 
metaphorically — on the map, 
the paper said. It was Sydney's 
natural destiny to present a 
memorable Olympic Games. 

Meanwhfle, Sydney is mnuderin g 
bidding for the 1999 World 
Athletics Championships, fol- 
lowing on its success in winning 
the 2000 Olympic Games, an 
official said Friday. 

“There’s some chance we 
will look at the worlds in 
1999,” Athletics Australia 
General Manager Neil King 
told Australian Associated 
Press (AAP). 

“We have to draw breath 
and think about what we can 
do — it will almost certainly 
mean we will be able to stage a 
number of world dass meet- 
ings," he said. 

The Sydney bid featured two 
main athletics venues, an i 
80,000-seat main stadium and a 
15,000 capacity complex which 
will be used as a . warm-up 
track!' 

Both stadiums. are- expected’' 
to be completed before 1999. 

King said Sydney’s Olympic 
triumph would help attract 
athletes for Grand Prix events 
in the city. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH HIRSCH 
Ci#W Min MMM Swvcaa. me. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q-i — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K8752 76 083 *97532 

bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

Pass 17 Dbl ? 

What action do you taka? 

A. — The enemy may be about to 
bad one of your long suits, so why do 
anything to deter them? The odds 
on West converting to penalties are 
slight and. if that happens, partner 
atm 1 m« a chance to act. Since a 
one-spade response is considered 
forcing these days, stay out of trou- 
ble and pass. 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

9K8752 76 £83 *97832 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 * 17 Dbl* ? 

* — Penalties 

What action do you take? 

A. — If partner wants to be rescued, 
there’s a redouble available. Howev- 
er, it would be fooliah of you to look 
for an alternative contract, because 
if partner ha* a red-suited han d any 
action by you could just get your 
side into deeper trouble. Pass. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AK5 7Q83 £95 *Q10963 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 * Pa« 

2 £ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — What lovely support you have 
for partner’s first-bid suit, but don’t 
let it go to your head. Yoin- top 
spades were an integral part of your 

two-over -o do response, so don't bid 

the m™ values twice. A simple 
preference to two spades does fou 
justice to the hand. 

0.4 As South, vulnerable, you 


hold: 

*A8 7AQ986 0AQ1O32 *6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North . Bast South West 

1 * Pass 1 7 Pass 

1 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Slam beckons— if you can 
find a fit. Prospects are not promis- 
ing on this auction, but your only 
responsibility now is to select the 
moot descriptive bid available, and 
we feel a jump to three di a m o n ds 
stands out. Since two diamonds, the 
fourth suit, would be forcing, a 
jump shift into that suit must be 
natural, confirming a second long 
suit. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you- hold: 

*Q85 7AK5 CA8 4AQ1063 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 * Para 

2 NT Pass 3 4 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — With all suits controlled, the 
quality of partner's spades is the 
kqy that opens the door to slam. No 
cue-bid by you will serve any useful 
purpose, so we like an immediate 
jump to five spades, asking partner 
about the quality of the trump suit. 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQ8 7654 0AQJ6 *K63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 0 Pass 

I 7 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The obvious contract is no 
trump, and His simply a question of 

how many you should bid. The right 

action is three no trump. A jump 
bid of two no tramp now shows only 
11-12 points, and might gat passed. 


IN UM UTHA1NA 

Furnished ground floor apartment with garden 
and telephone. 

Please call tel. 814669 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 230E model 17/02/1992 
Full automatic + fully-equipped. Duty free 

Please call 699119 

Mon.+Tue&, 09-12 a.m. and 16-18 p.m. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Third floor (roof) consisting of 2 bedrooms, salon, 
dining room, 2 bathrooms, kitchen and a veranda with 
central heating and telephone. 

Rent to be paid annually. 

Location: Jabal Amman, First Circle near Malhas 
Hospital. 

Call tel.: 624730 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished villa for rent 
Two floors, beautiful modem furniture, huge recep- 
tion area, two master bedrooms, two single bed- 
rooms, two bathrooms, wall to wall carpets, new fully 
equipped kitchens, separate utility room, maid's 
room, four terraces, water well, central heating, fire- 
place, alarm system, garage, central antennae, 
phone, garden. Exceptional location in Um Utheina 


For an appointment call 811164 


Tapie 
could quit 
Marseille 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — 
Olym pique Marseille President 
Bemud Tapie could be set to 
quit after violenoe and a pitch 
invasion left the disgraced 
French dub facing new sanc- 
tions. 

□ub Vice-President Jean- 
Louis Levreau said Saturday 
the situation was “extremely 
serious" and feared Marseille's 
latest setback “could lead to 
Tapie announcing he has de- 
cided to leave the dub." 

He blamed the referee for 
Friday’s incidents and said the 
dub had been “provoked". 

Marseille, already..- banned 
from defending their European 
Cup crown and stripped of 
then French League title in the 
wake of bribery and match- 
rigging allegations, saw their 
fortunes hit rock bottom when 
fans invaded the pitch i with just 
three minutes to go and forced 
their home game against Metz 
to be abandoned. * 

Riot police were brought in 
and 11 officers and eight sup- 
porters were injured during 
clashes which spread to the city 
centre. 

Metz had been leading 3-0 
after three players, goalkeeper' 
Fabien Barthez and Basiel Boli 
of Marseille and Lubos Kubik 
of Metz, had been sent off.* 

The incident could lead to 
OM facing, further punish- 
ment from t he Fre nch Football 
Federation (FFF), who strip- 
ped them of their cham- 
pionship title only this week 
under pressure from world 
governing body FIFA. 

An FFF Disciplinary Com- 
mittee will decide what-san&J 
tions to take. Marseille already 
have a suspended closure oft 
the stade Velodrome hanging 
over them after fans threw cans 
at St Etienne goalkeeper 
Joseph-Antoine Bell last 
month. 

Levreau blamed the .referee 
for igniting the violence, 
adding: “The players are com- 
pletely gutted. They are the 
victims of a hold-up.” 

The ..signed the violence had 
not begun within the ground 
but said fans and players haul 
been provoked. 

“This clhnat of provocation, 
we felt it even before the kick- 
off when one of the linesmen 
told Basile Boli, ‘Marseille are 
finished.’" 


Prost announces retirement 


ESTORIL, Portugal (AFP) — 
Alain Prost, who could clinch 
his fourth world title this 
weekend, shocked Formula 
One racing Friday by announc- 
ing his retirement at the end of 
the season. 

The 38-year-old Frenchman, 
who has won a record 51 
Grands Prix, and his three 
world titles make him one of 
the sport's all-time greats. But 
he has been demoralised by 
constant criticism, said fellow 
competitor Jean Alesi. The 
Ferrari driver said Prost was “a 
wounded champion.” i 

The day was also marked by 
Ayrton Senna’s announcement 
that he was leaving the 
McLaren team at the end of 
the year. Speculation mounted 
that the Brazilian three-time 
world champion would take 
Prost’s spot at Williams Re- 
nault. 

Senna promised an 
announcement later Friday, 
but Williams chief Frank Wil- 
liams, said do decision on next 
season’s drivers would be 
made public for 10 days. 

Williams led tributes to 
Prost whose brilliance at the 
wheel has often has been in- 
terspersed unth controversial 
disputes with fellow drivers 
and the Formula One estab- 
lishment. 

Prost’s retirement, after that 
last year by 1992 winner Nigel 
Mansell, means that Formula 
One will probably start next 
year without its reigning cham- 
pion in competition. 

Prost made his Formula One 
debut in 1980, with McLaren, 
having started racing in karting 
and Formula Three. He has 
taken part in 196 Grands Prix 
and won the word title in 1985, 
1986 and 1989. 

Smiling and relaxed, Prost 
~tokt of his intentions during a 
press conference at the Estoril 
circuit, having clocked the fas- 
test time in the first official- 
practice session for Sunday’s 
Portuguese Grand Prix. 

Only teammate Damon Hill 
and Senna can catch the 
record-breaking Frenchman in 
this year’s driven’ standings. 
After Portugal, there are races 
in Japan Oct. 24, and Austra- 
lia. 

“I wanted to announce to 
you that I will not be compel-' 
mg in Formula One after the 
Australian Grand Prix Novem- 
ber 7. This sport has given me 
everything,’’ Prost said, with 
Williams at his side. 

“Prost is a gentleman," said 
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In Umm Alsumaq, a luxurious villa & 
two super delux brand - new flats for rent 
with or without furniture . 

- The villa consists of a large saloon , 
diningroom, sittingroom , 4 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, 3 balcony, beautiful garden 
and a carage. 

- Two super delux brand - new flats, one 
with 2 bedroom, the other with 3 bedroom 

Location : Mecca st. behind Jaber com- 
plex, near Pizza Hut. 


The Ahliyyah School for Girts 
CJHLS. 

has urgent need of 

a teacher of G.C.E. 'O' level English, language & 
literature. 

Suitable applicants should contact the school as soon 
as possible 

Telephone: 624872 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor deluxe apartn.ent for 
rent Big reception area, one master bed- 
room, two single bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
European furniture, phone, central heating, 
water well, private garage for two cars, inde- 
pendent entrance, garden. 

Exceptional location in Um Utheina. 


For an appointment call 811164 
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Akin Prost (right) speaks to a mechanic during a pause 
between practice sessions (AFP photo) 

Williams, “a person with Alesi, a close friend of Prost, 
whom, it is very easy to work, said he was only “moderately 
The time spent with him has surprised" by the Frenchman’s 
been too short.” announcement. 

He added: “Alain has fought “We see each other a lot. 
more and more as the season We talk to each other fre- 
has gone on. And I find that quently and I knew whai his 
his driving has become more state of mind his. For three or 
and more precise. He will al- four months I have thought 
ways be welcome in the pad- that I have been with .. a 
dock and I wish him all the wounded champion, 
success in the future." “He is never forgiven for 

But it has been a difficult anything. When he wins, it is 
season for Prost who was ex- expected or it is because of the 
pected'to announce- his retire- team’s advice. It is a p'ty be- 
ment at the end of the season, cause be is still the best and he 
Though he has not been could have been champion 
involved in such close rivalry again next season. He must be 


with Senna, he has had a bitter really fed up." 
clash with the International Prost was alw, 
Auto Sport Federation, the as a driver to 
world governing body. took him five » 

At the start of the season, first world title 
Prost came close to being sus- He won sevei 
pended after making what Lauda's five in 
were considered derogatory re- Austrian still w 
marks about FISA and its pres- In 1985 he se 

ident Max Mosley. pionship in a V 

Prost twice threatened to British Grand I 


r t, over the remarks and 
n FISA’S technical changes 
introduced because of Wil- 
liams overwhelming domina- 
tion. 


Prost was always marked out 
as a driver to watch. But it 
took him five seasons to win a 
first world title. 

He won seven races to Niki 
Lauda's five in 1984 but the 
Austrian still won the title. 

In 1985 he sealed the cham- 
pionship in a McLaren at the 
British Grand Prix at Brand's 
Hatch. The race, though, was 
won by Nigel Mansell — his 
first In Formula One — with 
whom he was to become a. 
career long rival. 




THE AL-HUSSEIN SOCIETY 
FOR THE REHABILITATION 
OF THE PHYSICALLY 

HANDICAPPED 

wishes to express its gratitude to the Marriott Hotel and 
all its employees for sponsoring and organising the 
September 23 train ride and dinner party at the Dabha 
fortress. Without the enthusiasm and complete commit- 
ment of the Marriot staff from top to bottom, the "desert 
soiree" would not have been a success. From the 
children of the Al Hussein Society, heartfelt thanks to all of you. 


A leading Company is seeking to employ an 
Executive Secretary with the following 
qualifications: 

^G^^' : fi^sonqlity, . " ' : ' '' . v; 

degr ee. . , 

secretarial work. 

^Fknmijn Arabic & English languages 
-. -(written & spoken), 

y Filing; tefex^ Fax, Computer and ail office work . 
Excellentexperience in typing, computer. . . 

Interested candidates should send their CV's, 
recent photo, proof of professinal qualifications 
and letters of recommenc/af/on to: 


Td.: 677*00 1 I Guana 


Tel.: 6992381 iGnemi 


Td.: 6341441 


CONCORD 1 

The Bonfire Of The Vanities 

- Shows: 1130. 330. M5. fcj0. 10:30 

CONCORD 2 
Passenger 57 

- -Shows: 12:30. 3:1 5„ 6:1*1 8:15. 10:. HT 


Adel imam 
in 

I Sayyed Al Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 


Robert Redford 
Demi Moore — in 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 

A special show for children at 11 a.m. 
Thursdays. Fridays and Sundays 

PROBLEM CHILD 2 

Shows: 12-30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TeL: 675571 

MebH Al Mnsliini Theatre 

presents a play entitled: 

Al ilm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 

Hass an Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabii & HisharfTs Td - : 625155 

ARLAN THEATRE 

Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 
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RALLYING FORCES: Russian Vice President 
and leader of the parliamentary rebefHon Alex- 
ander Rutskoi addresses his troops before 
|. inspecting them at the parliament building 


Saturday (see page one). Hundreds of men, 
some dressed in uniform and some in 
clothes marched past Rutskoi (AFP photo) 


Five Muta students testify 
for prosecution in plot trial 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 


MARKA — Six prosecution 
witnesses testified at the State 
Security Court Saturday 
against suspects in the Muta 
University trial where 10 men 
are accused of plotting to 
assassinate His Majesty King 
Hussein and replace the reg- 
ime. 

The witnesses, who cannot 
be named in the press, were all' 
students or former students at 
Muta University, a military 
academy south of Amman. 
Through the testimonies, the 
prosecution tried to establish 
that five of die accused, all of 
whom were students at the 
university, were peddling anti- 
regime “ideas” to their mends, 
mainly that the King was a 
“non-believer who should be 
removed from power.” 

The defence team refused to 
crossexamine any of die wit- 
nesses, saying they will prove 
in their defence that these wit- 
nesses either had personal dif- 
ferences with some of the sus- 
pects, or that their testimonies 
were extracted under duress by 
the General Intelligence De- 
partment (GID). Some of 
them were detained by the 
GID for up to three months 
when the case was under inves- 
tigation since April. 

More than 30 people were 
arrested and detained in con- 
nection with the case at the 
GID in April, but most were 
released last month. 

The 10 suspects — two of 
whom are being tried in absen- 
tia, two alleged members of 
the . Islamic Liberation Party 
(ILP), and one member of the 
Royal Escort Unit in addition 
to the Muta students and an 
ex-student — are also charged 
with trying to change the 
Jordanian Constitution 
through “illegal and violent” 
means. They also face charges 
of belonging to the ILP, an 
illegal party in the Kingdom 
-which has not submitted per- 
mission for legal licensing. The 
.prosecution charges that die 
'suspects had planned to kill 
-King Hussein at a graduation 
ceremony at the university on 
June 26. 

None of Saturday’s witnes- 
ses made any statements re- 
garding the alleged members 
of the ILP or the former officer 
of the Royal Escort Unit, a 


Muta gradu ate. 

Female relatives of the sus- 
pects as well as the entire 
family of one of them were 
barred from the military court 
Saturday. At one point, the 
women blocked the traffic, 
screaming their grievances in 
front of the courthouse and 
had to wait outside until the 
session ended to meet up with 
their husbands or fathers. 

Inside the courtroom, pres- 
iding Judge Colonel Hafez 
Amin told a protesting defence 
attorney that the court would 
not tolerate any disorder, and 
thus the ban on the women 
from attending the court hear- 
ings. “I have already made it 
clear I will not allow chaos in 
this court,” the judge stressed. 

Last week, a brother of one 
of the defendants shouted at a 
prosecution witness that he 
was lying in his testimony be- 
cause he was ‘intimidated by 
the armed military police.” 
The man was expelled from the 
courtroom and his entire fami- 
ly walked out.. 

Col. Amin also warned local 
journalists not to publish the 
minutes of the trial and said he 
would prevent them from 
attending future sessions and 
that he would take legal action 
against them if they continued 
to do so. Two of the local 
journalists working for Arabic 
dailies walked out of the court 
following the judge’s warning. 
Another journalist from the A1 
Ahali weekly was prevented 
from entering the court Satur- 
day after his permit was with- 
drawn from him at the gate. 

Defence lawyers protested 
that doctors had not yet been 
sent to conduct medical check- 
ups on some of the defendants 
to report on signs of alleged 
torture during detention. 

The judge responded that he 
had sent a letter to the Ministry 
of Health and other concerned 
health departments in response 
to their request and promised 
to try to speed up the process. 
Defence lawyers privately ac- 
cused the court of delaying the 

CureaturaJc 1 channels. ” 

The six witnesses, two of 
whom admitted they were 
kicked out of the university, 
and two who were roommates 
with two of the defendants, 
gave more or less the 
testimonies, mainly: 


— That the five suspects 
were religious and dose to 
each other; 

— That one of the defen- 
dant’s behaviour began to 
change. “He stopped praying 
at the mosque, started watch- 
ing television and smoking 
cigarettes;” 

— That they heard some of 
the defendants calling the King 
a “kafer, (non-believer) who 
should be killed ... and to 
remove the entire Hashemite 
regime;” 

— That they heard some of 
the defendants saying the reg- 
ime and laws of the country 
were “western-oriented” ana 
should be changed to apply 
Islamic Sharia; 


same 


— That the suspects express- 
ed their admiration of Khaled 
Islambuli, the Egyptian who 
assassinated President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981. and had books 
about him; and 

— That the suspects were 
exchanging religious books and 
tapes. 

One of the witnesses contra- 
dicted himself when Col. Amin 
asked him whether one of the 
defendants ever mentioned 
which ruler he considered a 
“kafer,” the witness said 
“No.” But when the court 
clerk read out the testimony he 
had given to the prosecution. 
King Hussein’s name was men- 
tioned as the “kafer who 
should be kOled.” After hear- 
ing the derk, the witness said 
that the testimony he made to 
the prosecution was true. 

In another incident. Col. 
Amin shouted at the defen- 
dants for grinning over the 
testimony of one of the witnes- 
ses. “This is a court, not a 
salon," the judge told the sus- 
pects. “If any one of you smile, 
m throw hun out.” 

Before the court adjourned 
until Sunday, Prosecutor Ma- 
jor Mohannad Hijazi 
announced a new witness, a 
security officer who confis- 
cated evidence from the home 
of one of the defendants. 
Angry objections from the de- 
fence were overruled by the 
court. 

Two more prosecution wit- 
nesses will testify today, and 
the court clerk is expected to 
read out the confessions the 
defendants gave to the pro- 
secution before the defence 
presents its case. 


Important to maintain 
peace momentum — U.S. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Acknowledging that “there is a 
great deal of speculation about 
-where things stand” in the 
Middle East peace process and 
^what might happen next. State 
:Department spokesman 
-Michael McCurry cautioned 
reporters against believing that 
;Ia breakthrough is imminent. 
•; “It’s very important to keep 
’ the momentum going in the 
process, but there are very 
important steps that occur as 
implement the joint deo- 


you n 

laration of principles between 
-Israel and the PLO (Palestine 
Liberation Organisation),” the 
spokesman pointed out. 

After first implementing the 
Israeli-PLO agreement, “the 
momentum of that achieve- 
ment" must be expanded and 
built into a comprehensive 
peace in the region, McCurry 
said, adding that those are the 
next steps the United States is 
pursuing with the parties. 

“It’s false expectation to 
think there will be agreement 
on top of agreement in this 
process,” he told reporters. 
“In the case of the Syrian- 
fcfc?.K track, there’s just a 


great deal of hard work that 
lies ahead.” 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will meet with Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouk 
Ai Sbaraa Oct. 5 in Washing- 
ton, the Spokesman said. The 
secretary also will meet next 
week in New York with several 
foreign ministers from the re- 
gion. 

“Clearly all of these meet- 
ings will be related to taking 
the historic achievements in 
the Palestinian track and 
seeing how to convert them 
into momentum that can carry 
over to some of the other 

tracks,” he said, noting that all 
the tracks are inte related 


‘“Die issues involved in the 
Syrian-Israeli track are com- 
plex. The parties have got a 
great deal of hard work left on 
that track,” Mr. McCurry said. 
“I would caution against saying 
that there’s breakthrough im- 
mi n<rr.i. rvbat is imminent is 
continuing a dialogue with the 
parties in the region and a 
determined effort to build on 
the success of the Israeli-PLO 
agreement.” 


China repeats 
demand for 
U.S. apology 


HONG KONG (Agencies) — 
China repeated Saturday de- 
mands that the United States 
publically apologise for inter- 
cepting a Chinese cargo ship 
suspected of carrying chemical 
weapons, the official Chinese 
news service Xinhua said. 

Xinhua, monitored in Hong 
Kong, quoted Vice-President 
Zou Jiahua as making the de- 
mands during a ceremony 
Saturday to salute the crew of 
die Yinhe, which was boarded 
in Saudi Arabia in August on 
its way to Iran. 

Mr. Zoo also said Washing- 
ton should pay compensation 
to the ship’s company and 
crew. 

U.S. intelligence officials 
suspected the Yinhe was car- 
rying precursor chemicals for 
poison-gas, and dispatched 
ships and planes to monitor the 
caigo ship in July. 

After chasing the ship for 
several weeks, it was finally 
searched by Saudi Arabian and 
American officials on Aug. 28, 
but none of the suspected car- 
go was found. 



Accord with Israel marks 


new world order — Arafat 


Combined agency dispatches 


NEW DELHI — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s 
(PLO) pact with Israel marked 
the start of a “new world 
order,” PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Saturday during a 
brief stopover in the eastern 
city of Calcutta. 

He told reporters the 
accord, which had been 
accepted by most Arabs and 
Palestinians, would pave the 
way for a new world order of 
peace and end the global “cold 
war” as well as the troubles m 
the. Gulf, the Press Trust of 
India (PIT) news agency re- 
ported. 

Mr. Arafat, en route to Tur- 
key from Indonesia, claimed 
the support of 80 per cent of 
his people and denied any 
opposition to the treaty. 

“Have you not noticed that 
waves of people bad celebrated 
the accord?” be said. 

He said he hoped Palesti- 
nians would be able to form a 
stable, separate state with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

“It will be our duty to make 
our land more prosperous,” he 
said, adding that fundamental- 
ists in the new territory would 
have to accept the mandate of 
the majority. 

“I hope the minority will 
respect the decision of the 
majority. I have full faith in my 
people and I will get their 
cooperation in building a new 
state.” 


salem be under Palestinian 
control. 

“The Holy Jerusalem (win 
be) the capital of the Palesti- 
nian independent state, sooner 
or later, (it is) (dear and ob- 
vious.” Mr. Arafat said, 
adding: “And if Mr. Rabin has 
his own red line, we have our 
own four red lines.” 

Mr. Arafat was in Indonesia 
to brief President Suharto, 
who chairs the 108-member 
Non-Aligned Movement, on 
the accord. 

He said Mr. Suharto offered 
continued support to the 
Palestinian people, but he de- 
clined to say whether any 
financial aid bad been offered. 

Official media in China, an 
earlier stop on Mr. Arafat's 
tour, talked of giving material 
aid to the territory of Gaza and 
the. West Bank city of Jericho, 
which are to come under 
Palestinian self-rule under the 
terms of the peace pact, but no 
figures were mentioned. 

Indonesia, home to the 
world’s largest Muslim popula- 
tion, has voiced its support for 
the peace accord but has re- 
mained cautious about opening 
ties with Israel, 


He said he hoped India 
would continue the support 
“they gave us during our long 
and difficult march.” 

India has long been a sup- 
porter of the PLO and was one 
of the first countries to recog- 
nise the State of Palestine 
proclaimed in 1988 by Mr. 
Arafat, whom it treats as a 
head of state. It established full 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
last year. 

In Jakarta, Mr. Arafat said 
he would insist on the imple- 
mentation of elements of the 
accord with Israel that would 
settle the future of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat stressed at a 
news conference that elections 
must be held in Jerusalem 
within what he said was the 
nine-month period laid, out in 
the Palesthuan-Israeli accord, 
signed last week in Washing- 
ton. 

And the PLO leader said he 
would insist on seeing hon- 
oured by both sides aspects of 
the new accord that he said 
provided for discussion of 
Jerusalem’s final status within 
three years. 

He also said he was deman- 
ding that all Arab institutions 
and religious shrines in Jeru- 


A1 though a regular visitor to 
Indonesia. Mr. Arafat was for 
the first time greeted as a head 
of state, replete with national 
anthems and a military salute. 
He was welcomed by Defence 
Minister Edi Sudradjat and la- 
ter met President Suharto. 

Several thousand Muslims 
last Sunday rallied to condemn 
the peace accord as a sellout 
but leaders of the protest 
promised not to disrupt Mr. 
Arafat’s visit. 

Mr. Arafat arrived in Ank- 
ara later Saturday to discuss 
the Israeli-PLO peace accord 
and possible Turkish aid to 
Palestinians. 

On the way, Mr. Arafat 
stopped at Abu Dhabi airport 
in his first trip to the emirate 
since Iraq’s Aug. 2, 1990, inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Two sons of United Arab 
Emirates* President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan 
— including Deputy Prune 
Minister Sheikh Sultan — were 
at the airport to receive Mr. 
Arafat who has been unwel- 
comed in Gulf Arab states 
since the PLO appeared to side 
with Iraq during the Gulf cri- 
sis. 


states might be bearing fruit. 

Mr. Arafat spent about an 
hour at the Abu Dhabi airport. 

“It was an opport u nity for 
President Arafat to discuss re- 
lations with the UAE and brief 
it on the autonomy agreement 
with Israel,” the PLO repre- 
sentative in Abu Dhabi. 
Khaled Malak, told AFP. 

“But it was not a scheduled 
visit,” he added, saying that 
Mr. Arafat was just passing* 
through. 

In Turkey, President Suley- 
man Demirel welcomed Mr. 
Arafat and his wife, Sufaa, at 
Esenboga airport with full 
ceremonial honours. 

In his welcoming speech. 
Mr. Demirel hailed the Israel- 
PLO accord as a “brave” step 
towards peace. He also under- 
lined Turkey's long-standing' 
support of the Palestinian 
cause. 

Mr. Arafat said Turkey’s 
support was essentia] for die 
Palestinians at a time when 
they were working for a lasting 
and fair peace in the Middle 
East. 

“If God is willing we will be 
able to pray altogether one day 
in the Holy Gty of Jerusalem,” 
Mr. Arafat added. 

Mr. Arafat leaves Turkey on 
Sunday. 

Earlier this month he 
travelled to Oman in his first 
visit to a Gulf Arab state since 
the Gulf crisis. 


re: 


gret that." 

Israeli Prime Minister Yfi 
zhak Rabin also told the week- 
ly magazine that be hoped if 
his country was able to dele- 
gate areas of responsibility to 
Palestinians it cook) change 
attitudes. 

He said the PLO would cre- 
ate a system of control to 
revent attacks against 


Iranian President Ah Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani called on 
Muslim countries Saturday to 
take a common stand toward 
the Palestinian issue, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

' “Muslim countries should 
avoid discord among them- 
selves and refrain from a one- 
sided view of the Palestinian 
issue,” Mr. Rafsanjani was 
quoted as saying during a 
meeting with visiting Omani 
Foreign Minister Yousef Ben 
Alawx Ben Abdullah. 


Iranian opposition 


Iran will not be able to 
sabotage the peace process do- 
nate its “pernicious” role in 
the region, Mr. Arafat told a 
French magazine in an inter- 
view published Friday. 

Mr. Arafat accused the Ira- 
nian government of “playing a 
very, very pernicious role” and 
of “sending money to fanatics” 
in the Middle East and wanting 
evetyone in die region under 
their control, Paris Match 


“The 50-year struggle of 
Palestinians will not be "forgot- 
ten with this accord," be said. 
“The world of Islam will never 
succumb to this humiliation.” 
The president warned 
against efforts by the “enemies 
of Islam” to create a rift among 
Muslim states and called for 
“serious measures” to be taken 
to resolve existing problems. 

Iran, along with Iraq and 
Libya, has strongly condemned 
the Israel-PLO accord. 

Mr. Ben Alawi, who arrived 
here Friday for a two-day visit, 
briefed Mr. Rafsanjani on the 
development in the Gulf and 
about the PLO-Israd peace 
accord. 


magazine reported. 

v them b« 


Diplomatic sources noted 
that the official UAE news 
agency WAM referred to the 
PLO chairman as “President 
Arafat." 

“This is the first time In a 
long while they use ‘president 
Arafat',” said one, adding that 
it was a sign PLO efforts to 
mend fences with Gulf Arab 


‘I know them because they 
used to be my friends,” Mr. 
Arafat said. 

“But now that a peace 
agreement is signed, there is 
not chance of it being en- 
dangered. Particularly if that 
accord It not just signed with 
the Palestinians but with all the 
Arab countries,” he said. 

In the same interview Mr. 
Arafat’s wife Suha said that 
freedom was the most impor- 
tant thing she had been forced 


The foreign m inriticr 
stressed the importance of the 
stands taken on uternational 
issues and said relations be- 
tween Tehran and Oman were 
“stable and of special value,” 
according to the radio. 

Mr. Abdallah met Friday 
with his Iranian counterpart 
Ali Akbar Velayati to discuss 
bilateral ties and regional 
security. 


to give up since her marriage. 
“I lived m Paris, I went to 


cafes, theaters, I could stay out 
until two in the morning,” she 
said. “Now I can’t go out 
without bodyguards. I have 
lost my liberty but I don’t 


Iranian Deputy Speaker 
Hassan Rnham said Iran does 
not plan to interfere militarily 
in the Middle Eat but will do 
all it can to restore tile rights of 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Rnham, speaking to the 
Iranian news agency IRNA in 
Vienna, said the Islamic repub- * 
lie is “ideologically and politi- 
cally” against the Israel-PLO 
accord 

“Iran will spare no efforts to 
restore the rights of the inno- 
cent nation of Palestine,” he 
said. “But contrary to U.S. 
and Zionist propaganda, we 
have no intention of engaging 
in military operations in the 
region.” 


Christopher urges end to Arab embargo onlsrael 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The signing of an Israeli 
Palestine-Liberation peace 
accord should significantly 
boost the chances of ending an 
Arab economic embargo 
against Israel, U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
said Saturday. 

Mr. Christopher, speaking 
in an interview on National 
Public Radio, said he hoped 
the accord on limited auton- 
omy m the occupied territories 
signed here earlier this month 
would give “real stimulus” to 
negotiations aimed at lifting 
the ban. 

He said he was hopeful Arab 
States would support the 
Israel-PLO accord, which was 
ratified by the Israeli Knesset 
on Thursday. He said Arab 
“intransigence” on the embar- 
go issue would harm both 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

He said Saudi Arabia was 


prepared to support the auton- 
omy accord, despite its dis- 
agreements with the PLO. 

He added that be hoped 
Syria’s initially “cool” re- 
sponse to the accord would 
become more positive in time. 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Shara is due to meet 
Mr. Christ ODhcr in Washing- 
ton on Oct. 5. 

Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Yahia said Friday 
in Washington that the Arab 
League would discuss the ques- 
tion of the Arab boycott on 
Israel in the near future. 


GCC’s stand 


Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states will not establish 
relations with Israel until it 
withdraws, from all occupied 
Arab land, GCC Secretary- 
General Fahim Al Qassimi 
said in an interview published 


Saturday. 

“To raise the question of 
establishing relations is even 
more premature when we ha- 
ven’t even entered a phase of 
normalisation yet,” Mr. Qassi- 
mi told the Bahrain newspaper 
Akhbar Al Khaleej following 
talks with U.S. officials in 
Washington. 

“If Israel withdraws from all 
occupied territory and comes 
out in favour of a global-peace 
settlement, nothing will stand - 
in the way of the establishment 
of normal relations,” he 
added. 

Mr. Qassimi said there could 
not be a normalisation of ties 
between GCC states Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar 
and Oman until Israel with- 
draws from “all occupied Arab 
territory, including Jeru- 
salem.” 

He said the Israeli-PLO 


‘dec- 


agreement was a mere 
laration of principles.” 

“We are not yet at peace,” ' 
'he said. “Arab land is still 
occupied on the Golan, south- 
ern Lebanon and the West • 
Bank.” 

“We have supported the 
agreement because we accept J 
whatever the PLO chooses as 
the sole legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people,” 
he said. 

Mr. Qassimi ruled out an 
early lifting of the Arab econo- 
mic embargo of Israel saying it 
is a “secondary question com- 
pared with that of eliminating’ 
the massive weapons of des- 
truction which Israel posses- 
ses.” 

“Why should we renounce a 
legal right when no one asks - 
Israel to destroy its nuclear 
arsenal, which represents a far 
greater danger than the econo- 
mic boycott,” he said. 


Hamas wants ‘alternative leadership’ to PLO 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 


AMMAN — A leader of the 
Muslim fundamentalist Hamas 
movement called Saturday for 
opponents of the Palestinian- 
Israeli autonomy accord to de- 
velop an “alternative lead- 
ership” to the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

It was the latest move in a 
campaign launched by har dlin e 
Palestinian groups to derail the 
agreement signed Sept. 13 in 
Washington by Israel and the . 
PLO. 

Ibrahim Ghosheh, spokes- 
man for Hamas in Jordan, told 
the Associated Press that Ik 


Mr. Ghosheh said. 

He argued that the PLO “is 
no longer considered by many 
as the representative of the 
Palestinian people since it bet- 
rayed our national cause and 
signed agreements with the 
Zionist enemy.” 

The PLO- Israel accord calls 
for limited self-rule for the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. Later autonomy is to 
be expanded in the West Bank, 
and a final settlement negoti- 
ated. 


was calling for a meeting of 
opponents “no later than Oct. 


in either Sudan or Syria. 
“It is imperative that a new 
Palestinian leadership emerges' 
to really reflect the firm princi- 
ples of the Palestinian people," 


Many hardline factions 
oppose the accord, saying it 
fails to guarantee an indepen- 
dent Palestinian homeland. 
They charge that it also fails to 
deal with issues such as the fate 
of Palestinian refugees and the 
future of Jerusalem. 

It remains to be seen, 
however, if the “rejectionists” 
can move beyond rhetoric to 


action because of their differ- 
ing philosophies. 

PLO factions such as the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine and Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine want to fight the 
accord from within the orga- 
nisation. 

PFLP leader George Habash 
and DFLP head Nayef Hawat- 
meh have said in recent inter- 
views they would support a call 
for a new leadership as long as 
the PLO does not lose its status 
as the sole, legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people. 

Both have made it dear the 
they would like to see the 
ouster of PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat and the 18-member Ex- 
ecutive Committee that gave 
the go ahead to the accord. 

Labib Kambawi, a political 
scientist, said the opponents* 
reactions were “feeble against 
the major developments in the 


region.” 

He said he believed that any 
Leadership change would be 
forced by Palestinian in the 
West Bank and Gaza “if and 
when Arafat fails to deliver on 
promises to the Palestinians.” 

He added: “But now in the 
occupied territories, the peo- 
ple are willing to give Arafat 
a chance, although they do not 
necessarily support what he is 
doing.” 


A poll by the Jerusalem 
Media and Communications 
Centre released Thursday 
showed that more than 68 per 
cent of 1.505 PsiKfiniant ir 


1*505 Palestinians it 
supported the PLO- 
fr agreement, while 27 per 
cent opposed it. 


A senior PLO official here 
said the PLO will continue to 
.seek reconciliation with all 


opposed to the peace 


accord with Israel. 



Papal ancyclical 
reaffirms 
contraceptive ban 


VATICAN Cm' (R) — Pope 
cncycbc- 


John Paul, in his next > 
al. reaffirms the Catholic 
Church’s ban on artificial birth 
control and homosexuality and 
orders liberal followers, tod 
theologians nor to dispute 
teachings on moral issues. Ex- 
tensive excerpts of the Pope's 
lOih encyclical, which is due to 
be issued early next month by 
the Vatican, were published by 
the Adrsra Catholic News Ser- 
vice. An encyclical « the high- 
est form of papal writing and 
Catholics are expected to fol- 
low its teachings. The encyclic- 
al. "Veritatis &rie™dor”-(The 
Splendour Of Die Truth), is a 
highly specialised theological 
ami philosophical writing on 
foe relationship between natu- 
ral law, human freedom and 
moral responsibility. The Pope 
says man’s freedom of choice 
came from God but must be 
subordinated to divine wis- 
dom. The new encyclical coin- 
cides with the 25ih anniversary 
of Humanae Vitae ( On Homan 
Life), Pope Paul Vi's land- 
mark 3968 encyclical which 
banned all contraception on 
the grounds that it blocked the 
tran sm ission of life. In one 
section, the Pope criticises 
theologians who claim people 
should be allowed to make 
their own choices on sexual 
ethics because the church in 
the past had unjustifiably put 
moral labels on once common- 
ly held biological laws. 


Mrs. Clinton 
defends 

covering abortion 
in heafth plan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Hill- 
ary Rodham Clinton has de- 
fended the decision to include 
providing for abortion m the 
proposed national health care 
reform. “We’re not going to 
make people on the extremes 
of this issue happy,” Mrs. Clin- 
ton, wife of the president, said 
in a television interview. “But 
l think we’re striking the right 
balance ... “What we are doing 
is saying that under pregnancy- 
related sendees, those deci- 
sion s will still be made the way 
they are currently made.” Hos- 
pitals and doctors “who do not 
wish to in any way to condone 
or participate’’ in abortion ser- 
vices would have “a conscience 
exemption,” she added. Bur 
the plan also would take a 
significant step toward reduc- 
ing the need for abortion by 
expanding access to family 
planning, she said. “I want to 
live long enough to see abor- 
tion rare in this country,” she 
said. “I want it to be legal, I 
want it to be safe, but I want it 
to be rare. If we do what I 
hope we will do in this plan, 
which is to provide better ac- 
cess to family planning, we will 
avoid this issue In the future.” 


Mormon Church' 
excommunicates 
feminist 
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SALT LAKE CITY ( AP) — A 
feminist who charged that 
Mormon "ecclesiastical abuse” 
was a problem throughout the 
church said Friday she has 
been excommunicated. Larina 
Fielding Anderson, 49, is one 
of six scholars and feminists to 
face church disciplinary hear- 
ings in a 10-day span. Many say 
foe actions amount to a church 
purge of those considered in- 
tellectual heretics. “This is a 
source of profound sorrow to 
all of us,” Ms. Anderson said. 
“But I really felt spiritually 
prepared for this decision. 1 
expected it.” The actions came 
months after elder Boyd K. - 
Packer of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles identified 
feminists and homosexuals, 
“so-called scholars” and intel- 
lectuals as the three dangers 
facing the 8.4 million-member 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. Those sum- 
moned contend the wave of 
disciplinary hearings is evi- 
dence of a purge of members 
who publicly differ from •' 
church leaders on issues of 
doctrine, history, women’s 
rales and intimidation by au- ' 
thontarian church leaders. A 
lifelong Mormon and daughter 
of a bishop, Ms. Anderson was 
“fflnwned to a disciplinary ■> 
council late Thursday. She re- 
fused to attend, however, ’ 
saying she felt the subject of 
her latest research, “ecclesias- 
tical abuse ” was a eburchwide 
problem and beyond the juris- 
dictiut of the disciplinary 
council. The fetter informing 
her of the council’s decision 
said she was guilty of apostasy. 

“It is because you are outride 
the principles of the gospel and - 
are leading others with von,” - 
she quoted the letter as saying. 






i- . 


- - 








